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Dr.

April 7, 1988

After the great famine of 1984/85 which claimed the lives of
hundreds of thousands of people, Ethiopia is at gripes with another trage-
dy which if uncheckeg will again bring disaster of unprecedented gravity.

~ In the most affected areas of Eritrea and Tigray, the Eritrean
People's Liberation Front (EPLF)and the Tigray People's Liberation Front
(TPLF) undertake relief operations. In the same areas, more than 3 million
people survive thanks to the aid given by foreign relief organisations
working in cooperation with the government.

On 5 April 1988, the Ethiopian authoritiies ordered these foreign
agencies to withdraw from Tigray and Eritrea immediately because of
'security risks' to personnel working there.This decision follows a
series of battles which, over the past month, saw several towns and
garnisons lost by the government as a result of setbacks it suffered
in the hands of the liberation movements.

The government's order is part of preparations being made to launch
massive military operations aimed at containing the offensive by. the
EPLF and TPLF, and to recapture the positions ‘that have been lost.

The immediate and frightening consequences of this decision are clear

The»withdfauql of foreign relief agencties from Tigray and Eritrea
will leave more than 3 million people without any organised assistance
and will certainly result in the death of hundreds of thousands of

 The withdrawal order is intended to keep foretgners away from
these areas where the government is deliberately trying to disrupt
relief efforts by the two liberation fronts and to clear the way . for
unprecedented atrocities against the peoples of Eritrea and Tigray.

In view of the potential consequences of this decision we call
upon Your Excellency to bring pressure to bear on the Ethiopian
government and to take urgent steps to save the ‘1ives of millions of

Perez de Cuellar
General Secretary
United Nations

New York

Secretgriat of
All Ethtoptia
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