
PROJECT FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF

AN ETHIOPIAN LEAGUE FOR HUMAN RIGI{TS

1. BACKGROUND OF TIIE PROJECT

IÈ has become connon place to say thaÈ Ethiopia, one of
developed countries in the world was also until recently
where a ruthless dicEaEorship and a protracted civii
spreading havoc, famine and misery.

the 1eâst
a counf ry
war were

hlith regard to hunan rights, the governnenE r{ras anong the fewstates that were regularly condenned by concerned intàrnational
bodies for its ttgross violation of hunan rightsrt. In early 19g5,
a book by Charles l{umana entitled "World Guide to Human Rights,' haà
singled ouÈ- llenguisturs Ethiopia as THE country in the woild ,here
the peoplets fundamental rights nere least respected. Ir/hi1e New
Zealand and Denmark, with 962 cane on top, Ethiopia with 172 found
iÈself aÈ the bottom of the 1ist.
During all these years, repression in government-controlled
and serious hunan rights abuses fron both sides in war
brought untold suffering to our people.

areas
zones

In areas of armed conflicts arrests and sumnary executions took aheaÿy Èo11 on .civilians who actually did not participate in thewars. Captufed fighters of rebel fronÈs Here executed tten masse"
as the governnent did not recognize then as pol'Is. Accorrling to an
Amnesty rnternâtional publication (November 1991) imprisonient ofdissidents, torÈure and killing of political opponents andassassination of alleged collaborators were also common in rebel-controlled areas.

As villages and towns were won and lost time and again by the
contending forces, civilians were falling victin to ,a"s "ri."t,torÈure and summary executions for alleged trcollaboration' with the
enemy. rnsecurity in the. war zones forced whole communities to fleelocalities and even the country itself. At one point Èhe nunber ofwar and political refugees reached the staggering figure of oearly2 nillion people- mainly peasants and their ramiti.e-s who fled toneighboring countries of Sudan, Sonalia, (enya and Djibouti. Thisflight of able-bodied peasants, the insecurity wÈictr was notconducive to farning activities, the destrucEion of harvests
togeÈher with natural calanities explain the grave econonic crisiswhich culminated in Èhe "famine of the cenÈurÿ', of t9g4/g5 and thedeath of oÿer one rai.1lion peasants.

Under the nilitary dictatorship, Lhe Ethiopian people were
subjected to arbitrary ârrests, deÈenÈion without tria1, masskillings- and extrajudicial executions, expropriation of property
wiÈhout due process of law, torture and oÈher inhuman ana aàgràa:.ni
treatment.
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0ur purpose is not Èo engage in a Itcheck listrt approach of human
righÈs abuses in Ethiopia over the last two decades. Cold figures
can serve as pointers to the gravity of Èhe situation and the
tragedies that our people went through during this period. But they
leave out too much Èo be considered as anything other than one part
of the tragedy. Not least because they do not help us assess the
moraJ., social and nateriaL nisery of nillions of direct and
indirect victims and the devastating consequences on the country I s
social fabric and values 1on g shared and cherished by its people.

0ne important dimension of human rights violation in Ethiopia, the
practical, noral and psychological implications of vhich rrere not
well understood by foreign friends r+as the prohibition of any
organized work in favour of human rights. There were no 1egal
possibilities for expression of solidarity with needy victims nor
for rendering moral and naterial supporÈ to them, let alone for
defending them in court or denouncing these abuses publicly. An
organization for defence of human rights was lacking in a country
where the people needed it nost.

The vigilant hlatch against any expression of solidarity based on
political, ideological, religious and ethnic affinities rdas part
and parcel of a global straÈegy in the dictatorshiprs sÈruggle for
survival. Moral and maÈeria1 support for victims even among fanily
menbers and on purely hunaniÈarian grounds was looked upon with
great suspicion and actively di-scouraged. But Lhe reasons for
prohibition of organized sol-idarity wert far beyond politics.

The regime rranted to introduce new [seÈs of valuesI which stressed
division of society along exclusively political and ideological
patterns. All other tiês (fami1y, friendship, regional, rê1igious,
ethnic .. . ) were supposed to giÿe way tô the new rrvaluestr which
simply divided the country into "revoluti.onaryI and Ùcounter-
revolutionary" elenents according to uhere people stood in their
aÈÈitude towards the dictatorship. Expression of oneness and
solidarity "across Èhe linetr were actively discouraged.

The slogan rrNothing above the revolutionrt which was fashionable in
the late r70s and early r80s was a direct result of Èhis policy.
A most blatant illustration of the devastating danage to elementary
noral values and standards that resulted fron this policy was the
incredible attitude of some people during the infamous t'red terrort'
canpaign_- of 1978. At that time, nothers rrere forced to publicly
unnask "crimes against the revolutionrt conmitLed by their ovn
children ald to approve the summary executions which came as trjust
punishmentI for those crines. (Cf. The Red Terror Campaign in
Ethiopia. Àmnesty International . Index A.I. AFR. 25/04/78).

Such being the context, at that time any action in favour ofrespect of the nost elenentary hunan rights and any gesture ofsolidarity wiÈh the countless victims of the regine r*erè noÈ only
a response to an obvious humanitarian challenge but also ân
integral part of the political, ideological and noral struggle
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ideological, ethnic and religious affinities. l,le know thaÈ Èhis
will be an uphi1l struggle as we have first to overcorne the sequels
of decades of repression and huniliation. The rehabilitation of
traditional noral and human values cherished by the people of
Ethiopia and Èhe popularization of broader values of individual
liberties as embodied in various internaLional and Pan African
instrumenÈs will be best served by organized and concerted efforts
of Ethiopian thenselves.

These considerations have 1ed us to the conviction Èhat the
creation of a hunan rights League is a most timely and urgent task.

The league is a humanitarian association of concerned Ethiopians
dedicatèd to the promotion of hunan rights in EÈhiopia and to
contributing iÈs share in the struggle for peace ' democracy,
national unity and reconciliation.

II. FUNDAMENTAL TASKS

In its struggle to contribuEe Eowards peaceful Èransition to â

democratic and united Ethiopia and as an organization dedicaÈed to
consolidation of basic human rights in the country' Èhe League vi11
have to work in four complementary directions:

1. Defenee of Euuan Rights

The sÈruggle for the defence of human rights is part and parcel of
the endeavour to restore and consolidate peace and dernocracy in our
country. As a non-parÈisan hunanitarian organization devoid of any
political opinion or ideology, it will carefully monitor the human
rights situation in the country and expose any and all abuses.

The struggle for respect of human rights in Ethiopia will first aDd
foremost be one which should be waged to avoid repetition of past
abuses. The League will constantly work towards banning of
practices such as imprisonmènt of prisoners of conscience,
arbitrary arrests, torture and extrajudicial executions. If and
when people are detained for political reasons the League will
appeal for protection of these detainees and particularly Èhe
application of Èhe 'rstandard ninimum rules for the treaÈnent of
prisonerst' adopted by the First United Nations Congress on the
prevention of crime and the treatnent of prisoners and approved by
the Economic and Social Council of 13 May 1977. It \ri11 denand that
these people be brought to court and work for guarantees of a fair
trial consistent rriÈh internationally recognized standards.

ÀÈ the sarne time, the League will struggle for constitutionally
guaranteed individual human rights including freedon of conscience,
expression, association and peaceful assembly and all other
liberties embodi.ed in basic international and Pan African human
rights instruments.

2. Struggle for Peace and l{ati/al Reconciliation

4
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Ethiopiars experience has clearry shorrn that armed conflicÈs aredetrinental to denocracy and individual rights. unfortunat"iy, ,or"than a year after the denise of the Mengulstu regine, toioi'p..."has not yeÈ been restored i the count.y. Th" sigis are thàt armerrconflicts which have continued in nany parts oi the country willintensify as the countryrs political groups do not seen capaile ofsolving Ethiopiars problems without résoriing to arns. That is whythe League vi11 work for peace as a prerequisite for respect andconsolidation of human rights in Ethiopia.
T.h" T,eague-t s urgent tasks during the transition period willÈherefore be to encourage all steps which will foster nationarunity and reconciliation and rhich will eventually lead to holdingof free and fair elections. It will struggle fori

Legislation and registration of all political parties andother associations irrespective of rheie they sta;d in ttreirattitudes to!,rards the provisional government IEstablishnent of an independent 5uticiary and nechanisns toa11ow for alL political groups (in;luding tho"e opposea t" tt"present or any future transitional governnent) to have freeand fair access Èo the mass nedia;
Prevention of party doninance and interference ingovernnental-adrninistrative affairs;
VigiLanÈ watch against any extrajudicial execution ofpoJ"itical prisoners or captured combâtants or civilians inconf lict areas;
Fair trial for officiaLs of former regime;
Detachnent of the armed forces frJn party politics andspecially an end to political, ideological, .ïnn:.. a"a/iiregional aJ.legiance of the counÈryts àefence and 

"""u.ityf orces;
The setting up of an independent election comnission.

League wi 11 fight all obstacles on the path
reconciliaÈion and denocratic unity of the

I'/ith this regard, Èhe Leaguers nain concern will be to sÈruggleagainst any and all attempts wh,ich nay interfere with ntfriopiiisnarch. torrards peace and reconciliation and its peoplà;"-à."i." aolive in harnony and broÈherhood. To this entl , ii wiff .

1. 0ppose any political 9r otlrgr group which attempts to capitalizeon.exagger.ated and superficially over-perceived aniagoni"r" bàtrr""nethnic and or religious groups and ai1 abuses of tie nati.onaf.ityquestion b^y unscrupulous politicians as an instrument in the ragingstruggle for power;

2. 0ppose vioLence of any kind including intinidation of actuar orperceived opponents and work to fostei a culture of decent andpeaceful. political competition;

3. Solidarity vith yictira of hunan rights abusee

At the sane tine, the
to denocracy, national
people of Ethiopia.
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This.is. ênother importanÈ task which the League ni11 undertake. Aswas indicated earlier, the prohibition of -solicrariiv 
,o.t ,itnvictims of repression rras_one importanÈ àir"""i"ï "i'r'ii a"ii'"..rr"state of hunan righrs. This irad put "".i-if 

;"-lüi'i".r",ij"' .o u,acid Èest, and victins and their fanilies had been left on theirown in rheir solirary struggle for survival. I,{ateriarlf à"1ïitrt",morallv huniliared and bitter, rrunarJs - ;f 
'-;;;r-;"'i 

i=""r: losrconfidence both in themselves ana 
-i, 

society. The long_termnegative effects of th-is phenonenon are very difficult to assêss.But the League feels that'it i" ooi- toï rate to repair sone of thedamages of the pasr and speciarij -to-lrua.t 
o" " 

.pJiüïf ' ,o".1and. material support and oùher 
"oiia.rü wiEh all victins of humanrights abuses

4. Public ayareneas catpaign
Iÿe believe that nothing worthwhile ri11 be achieved in the fieldof hunan rights withoul the .pa-rticipït1on of the people and thedeterminarion of cirizens to dlfend,-ià.-onry rhei; ;;;.rünî", uutthose of others. AÈ present we observe a certaln apathy of citizensnot leasr because Ëh" no..iu1;-;;;i"" of the recenÈ pasr arefresh in people's minds and tne -coiiinuing conflicts berreengovernnent and opposition forces. There are sti11 reservationsconcerning thê latterrs denocratic credentials which are yet to beestablished. To this nusr be added rrr;--;;;";;;"';'.'" ,J...oror.u
organization capable of Èaking the lead in the 

"trullL" fà."nuru,rights.

rn this respecÈ, the creation of a strong League nhich will set anexanple-bv defending,rhe fu.ndament-ar iilits oi rh" pàopi"-i"iu"n"aenough from party and partisan politicË to defend ALL victins andcourageous enough to expose abuses whatever tr," 
"utr,oili]'ài-groupwhich connit.s then wiJ.-l by it""fi 

-i"p.esent 
a tremenâous sLepforward' The monenrun thus launched ,l1i- -n"r" to r" roiro-rlî ty 

"vigorous and sysÈematic canpaign to ."tuùritate traditional valuesundernined by Èhe ousred a'i.tZi"r"r,ip-à"a .o ,.qr;l;;;;; i.opr"rÿith broader human rights issues "na'uI"i. internaÈional arid panAf rican conventions.

III. STRUCTUR E AND MÀNÀGEMENT

The Leaguers activities will be conducted by a board of directorscomposed of the Leasue's presidenr and ihe i";.-à;;;.;r"iË^i""a".The tasks of the iresidÀnt and tÀ"- fou. departnent heads anddetails concerning support staff are outlined as fo11ows.

,._^^1. -The.pfegident of thê League, as chairnadlrectors will be respon si6-fË-Eî-Che overallt:ggu"rs activities, coordination of the variouwill supervise and lead Èhe da;_1o:;a;^'àctivitistaf f .

n of the board of
managenent of the
s departments and
es of the support
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I Defence of human righÈs departnent. The nain Èask of the
deparÈnent head ui11 be to monitor the human rights situation in
the country. Together with three assisÈants who will travel in all
parts of the country, he will conduct research and gather
information concerning the human rights situation in the country.
He will consult with concerned government authorities or groups on
the basis of the Leaguers findings and will petition the government
auÈhorities or groups for redress when hunan rights are violated.
Through Èhe appropriate departnent heads he will expose human
rights violations to the Ethiopian people and the international
connunity. He will propose steps to be initiated by the League
aimed at removing obstacles to the instauration of peace and
democracy in the country and enhancing the spirit of broÈherhood
among the people of Ethiopia. He will submit annual reports on the
general human rights situaÈion.

3. Solidarity department. In case of arbiÈrary arrest or
deÈention of a citizen, the solidarity department head will first
contact Lhe appropriate goÿernment authorities Èo see to it that
the League t s lawyers have access to the deÈainee and verify
observance of the Èerms of the international convention on the
Èreatment of prisoners, to push for a rapid and fair trial and if
necessary Èo provide lega1 assistance. Where the need arises and
the League t s câpacity pernits, Èhe department will provide
financial and material support Èo Èhe most destitute among victims
of hunan rights abuses and/or their fanilies. If and nhen resources
a11ow, the department !/i11 run a post-prison care progranme vhich
vi11 assist and orient people released from prison and needing
support. The department will conduct a feasibility study on
possibilities for the creaLion of sma11 self-he1p, income-
generating projects both to a11ow for rehabilitaÈion of victins by
providing employment and Èo provide finance for the League t s
solidarity activities.

3. Public awareness campaign deaqrt4erlt

This departmènÈ r*ill be responsible for Èhe introduction of the
basic principles on human rights and acquainting the general public
of the prevailing hunan right situation in the country. In the
first year following iÈs creation, it will translate the following
documents:

a) The Universal DeclaraÈion of Human RighÈs adopted and proclained
by the General Assembly of the United Nations on 10 December 1948;

b) fnternational Covenant on Civil and Political Rights adopted by
the General Âssembly of the United Nations on 16 December 1966;

c) ProÈecÈion of
standard min imum
the First United
the treatnent of

persons subjected to detention or imprisonment;
rules for the treatment of prisoners adopted by
Nations Congress on the prevention of crime and
prisoners on 13 May 1977;



d) Declaration on the protection of all persons from being
subjected to torture and other crue1, inhuman or degrading
treatment or punishment, adopted by the General Assembly of the
United Nations on 9 December 1975;

African Charter on hunan and
of OAU May 1981;
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peoples I rights adopted ate)
the

The Pan
summit

f) Convention against torture and other
degrading treatnent or punishmenÈ adopted by
of the United Nations on 10 Decenber 1984;

crue1, inhunan and
the General Assembly

4. InternaÈiona1 relations department. The above tasks thâÈ
arr,aiÈ the League will best be acconplished with the supporÈ and
solidarity of concerned foreign organizations, governments and
friends of Ethiopia. ft will Èhus seek nembership to sone
international human rights organizations and cooperate with hunan
rights groups in Africa which are emerging as a result of the
process of democraÈization now unfolding in the continent.

The department will publish rtThe Ethiopian Human Rights Monitor,'
tr,rice a year in order to acquaint the inÈernational conmunity wiÈh
the situaÈion in Ethiopia.



Cost estimates for the first year including
purchase of office material

(in Ethiopian BIRR )

1 Salary
1 Executive director I,2OO x
4 Department heads 900 x
2 secretari.es 450 x
1 Publications officer 500 x
1 docunentalist 500 x
3 research assistants 500 x
1 accountant 500 x

Subtotal

L2
L2
t2
l2
T2
L2x3
L2

14,000

104 , 400

8,400
12,000
21 ,500
13,000
s,000

) 9,ooo

68,500

15,000
25,000
10,000
10,000

10,000

199 , 000

371 ,900
28,100

400, 000

Europe.
families and

4A
10
6
6

18
6

200
800
000
000
000
000

2 Premises and equ i pnen t
House rent
Photocopy machine (1)
Duplicator ( 1)
2 wor d, processors GEEZ
Fax rnachine ( 1)
Other office materials

7O0 x 12

and Latin alphabets (1)

(tab1es, chairs, telephone, etc.
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Subtotal

Defense of human rights department
Research and docunentation including cost of

trips to provinces (annual lump sum)
3 tape recorders, 3 cameras, films and tapes

Solidarity d e partne nt
Financial, ând material support to victins (2)
Post prison care programne

Public awareness campaign d e par tnent
Publication and distribution of 6 docunents (3)ItEthiopian Human Rights MoniÈorrt twice yearly

in English (3)
QuarÈer1y journal in Amharic (3)
0rganization of public meetings and workshops
Publication of statenenÈs, petitions, etc. (3)

6. International department (annual lunp sun)

Sub-tota1

TOTAL
Contingency
GRAND TOTAL

Cost includes Lransportation and handling from
Rough estimates of money hand-outs to victimsr
legal assistance.
Includes costs of distribution.

000
000

000
000

000

20
7

40
20

42

(1)
(2)

(3)
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