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CONSTRUCTING PEACE IN ETHIOPIA

INTR0DUCTION: A TORMENTED REGIONAL CONTEXT

NeiÈher the end of the-Menguistu regine in Ethiopia and Èhat ofGeneral siad Barre in Sonalia, nor Ëh" end of the cold l,rar havebrought peace to Èhe to-rmented region of the llorn of lr.i".. bn tl"conrrary, as armed conflict has broken out in Djibouti, ali of thecounÈries in the region are now at rdar. The p-rospect'" -f 
", peacehave never seemed so dim.

rN ETHroprÀ: The vicrory of the EpDRF and the EpLF have oor sl0wedd-own Èhe process of political, econonic and social au.orio"ition.Nor has it sÈopped the spiral of increasing violence. .1" 
".Eu.op".nParliament resolution observedr o.e -o... aiter the EpDRF ioot poru.r]Bt!ioei? is_ facing a .serious .nà ,npr..edented political andinstirutional crisis and a generalized, bloody ciuii wai il to Uefea red in the country".

rN sOMALrA: The fighting rhar preceded the fa11 of Generar siadBarre, as murderous as- it- rdas, gave only a au"a" 
-oi'aià-ieaary

anarchy and endless suffering infii.cted on the popuraiions- oi atri"country by countless armed gangs.

IN THE SUDAN: The Islanic regime of General A1 Bashir and Mr.Tourabi, ca11ed Èhe "Khomeiny_ o1 th" nornii,-nà" i".""ii?i"aii" ,r.againsÈ the black African, Christian .ra' ,niri"t- p"pri"î*r" ,,southern sudan. And perhaps more serious sti11, this conflict hasshown Èhe existencê and 
^the strength of a nev alliance in the Hornof Africa and the Red sea region-: that of rene."n .nJ"'rÀ"itour,lrith the Fronts in power in Atdis Abeba and lsr"r., -ilooni-io 

at"latter by treaties of cooperation.

rN DJrB.urr: rn this forner French territory of Èhe Afars and theIssas, rivalries with eÈhnic overtones hare d"geoerated into arnedconflict. The Afar-doninated Front for itre Restoration of unity andDernocracy (FRUD) has Èaken u.p arns .g"in"t the regine # prîria"raGoulede who is of Issa origin
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ALL OF THESE CoNFLICTS are inÈerrelated. If Lhere is no solul:ion
to the crisis, they may degenerate lnto a regional conf lagrat j'on '
ft is even possible that other African or non-African countries
rrhich feel concerned (or t.hreatened) by the problems in the Horn
(atEempts aL Islamist expansionism, exacerbation of ethnic
problens, dismemberment of SÈaÈes, ..) !uy join the conflicÈ. This
would mean that the enti.re region from "Chad to Djiboutitt vould be
involved in Èhe crisis. There is no doubt thaE this evolution of
the situation in the Horn would have a considerable effect on
relations between Black Àfrica and the Arab countries, beÈween
Christians and Moslems, bet.lreen securalists and fundamenÈa1ist
f orces.

II. OUR PROJECT "CONSTRUCTING PEÀCE IN ETHIOPIAI'

I'lith its 55
of the IIorn

million inhabiÈants, Ethiopia is located in Èhe heart
of Africa and its problems.

For more than two years, the Catholic Committee a8ainst Hunger and
for Developrnent (CCFD) and the Foundation for Èhe Progress of
Mankind (FPH) -with the assistance of the Research and Action Group
for Peace in Ethiopia and the Horn of Africa (RAGPFHÀ), a grouo of
Ethiopian intellectuals have launched an init:iative to help
consÈruct durable peace in Ethiopia.

1. 0ur efforts in favor of peace in
thr ee-f o1d observâtion:

Ethiopia are based on a

a. In the popular image all over Ehe world , EÈhiopia has become a
schoolbook case of famine and nisery. It is true thât for at lr:ast
a century, Èhe country has undergone "major famines" every 15 to
20 years on Èhe average. But we have also observed that as far back
as one may go in recorded history, Ethiopia has always been and
remains a country at war. 0utside aggression and int.ernal conflicts
have been the constant feature of national Life. The case is a
serious one: in the last 250 years, Ethiopia has barely knor.rn a
decade of total, conLinuous peace.

b. This serni-permanent state of war has not just given rise to a
culture of violence which makes resorting to arms almost the nornal
means of solving conflicts. It has also created a vicious ci.rcle
of violence-famine-violence in which the country is entrapped.
While war causes famine, we have observed that fanine, by
destablizing society and part.icularly the peasants breeds war and
violence, This is the basis of the profound conviction behinci our
action r the fight against hunger and for developnent in Ethiopia
must go hand in hand with a continuous effort in favor of peace in
the country.

c. Peace in Ethiopia requires a serlous, permanent efforr as
tenacious as the deep-rooted culture of vlolence in Ethiopian
society. Efforts must be made to raise pubLic awareness on issues
of peace so as Èo creat.e, for the first time in the history oI the
country, a vast movemenE in favor of peace and against war. As



peace in ELhiopia is above all the affair of Ethiopians themsel,res,
we felÈ that our contribuLion could take the form of encouragement
of an effort made by Ethiopians to think out a soiution
collectively. This work was geared to seeking alternatives which
would ensure peace and to elaborating an ac!ion programme based onestablished diagnoses for peace and national reconJiliation,

2. 0ur joinÈ actions with Ethiopian forces fo;- peace.

yearg hre have been
the I'RESEARCH 

AND
HORN OF AFR]CAII

of facili tating dialogue
a national conference at
peace will be discussed.
participants, who wilL be

Guided by these observations, for more than two
T9:!ilC Ti-Èh EÈhiopian inrellecruals grouped in
ACTION GROUP FOR PEACE IN ETHIOPIA AND THE
(RAGPEHA).

As part of our support Lo RAGpEHÀ in its research and action forpeace in_ F,thiopia, t.he CCFD and Èhe FpH organize<t a 5_day seminar,open to Ethiopians of differenÈ backgroundJ, to discuss li e-rr.iousâspecÈs of a plan for peace fn thè light of the experlence ofseventeen countries on five conÈinents, presenÈed by witnesses andpersons involved in the peace process.

Àfter this meeting held in-paris, reports on the proceedings rrerepublished in French, English and Amharic. These do"urÀt'" ,*"r"videly distributed to thè Ethiopian conmunity within and outsideof the country.

The success of the paris conference has encouraged nue our jointaction in three complementary directions:
- Promoting Lhe idea of a deÈai1ed, very conr.erted plan forpeace with the Ethiopian population, intelleciuals urJ1"u'au.", 

"thome or in exi1e. Thà elaùoiaÈion oi it,e pr.n r;;; lr;;;;iiirt:.sanand must address he quesÈions pose<t by the reconstruction o.f acountry ravaged by lrar 3 the themes 
- 

discussed 
- -iï - -t-rrï " parisconference could serve as a point of departure.

- seeking support for our initiativà from the leaders of m,jorpowers' in particular in Europe and the unlted st;i;;,-Jrid rro,international institutions and noo_gou".nrental organizations.
. -. EtaboraEing and -discussing ËoncerEed p."p;;i;;i"n .unconÈribute to Èhe plan for peace.

III. A CONFERENCE FOR THB ADOPTIOI{ OF A DURABLE PLAN FOR PEACI]

The texts of the paris conference and the discussions wirlchfollowed have 1ed the RAGpEHA ,"*tuis .o a.u"- 
";;;-.-;f r'p"tun f o.peace and reconciliation in Ethiopia.

The initiative we are envisaging consistsbetween_ Ethiopians in view àf i.eparins'which the various aspecrs ot u'pià"- ioi
RAGPEHATs drafE will be submitteà a; ;ii



asked to make amendments to this document or to present their own

proposals before the conference opens.

The process for launching invitations to this conference and the
fo11àw up procedures haÿe beeo designed to pronote the achievenent
of the two objectives !/e have been pursuing since the beginning of
our common 'ipeace in Ethiopia" project: encouraging dialogue
beÈween Ethiopians and helping the movement for peace in the
country to a(opt a text Èo serve as a reference for work in
education for peace and public awareness canpaigns.

1. Encouraging dialogue betlreen Ethiopians:

The Paris conference was considered a success by all the
Ethiopian participants, whether Èhey were in the opposition or

"y*p.thir".s 
of the government. fntellectuals nho came from all

pà1itl".t and ideological- horizons, ethnic origins and religions'
were able to discuss for five days on the future of their country
in a spirit of broad-mindedness. As a constructive base for a peace
plan had been laid down during the conference, the discussions
continued in the same sPirit.

Now the dialogue must be broadened Èo include as many
organizations and leaders as possible. The purpose is Eo

EtÈiopians to seek, together, I'a mininun Èo convince
posslble".

Ethiopian
enable Èhe

as many as

COMMUNITY FOR THIS

2, Supporting public a\rareness campaigns or issues related
to peace:

The document to be worked out at the Paris neeting will be the
basis for a public aY/areness campaign in Ethiopia and vi11
contribute to the creation of a vast movement for peace and against
war. It will be used as a reference text for establishing I'CIRCLES

FOR DEMOCRACY ÂND NATIONÀL REC0NCILIATION", which will constitute
the backbone of the movement for peace and national reconciliation.
Members of Lhese circles will be Ethiopians of good will from all
walks of life and all political, ethnic and religious convictions.

IV. THE NEED FOR SUPPORT FROM THE INTERNÀTIONAL
I NITÏ ÂTI VE

The initiative Lhat Lre are envisaging will need the support of the
leaders of najor powers, in particular in Europe and the United
States, and from international institutions and non-governmental
organizations. The European Community and the üember States have
expressed concern about the eÿolution of the situation in EthioPia.
The European Parliament, after having noted the failure of the
transition arrangement reached in London in May 1991 under the
auspices of the United States, made an urgent call for the
orgànization of a national conference (the powers of which are to
be determined by an agreement anong all political forces) to pave
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tt1e r,.ray for a dsrpcrzrtic tsransiticnal goverrtrrH]t accq>tab1e to a najoriQr

of the Etlriopian peq>1e. " (Resoluüon 83-1032 üÈ L042/952) '

The mnnan tights Ommittee of tlE Arerican Congress has recg.ltsly eq>ressed

tlre sare concern. fn a letter a&essed to the ?residg.rt of tlte

transitionat goveûnrg.lt, trtr. Iæ1e-sse T:gr.flt'i, it dmounced de violations of

hrman rights perpetrated ker the goverfirslt arrf etlrric orgarrizaticns and rlre

l-psurge of wj-olerrce ilr tie eastexn, viesteIn ard souttrem regrions of the

courtry, and asked the goverruerrt to ilritiate a dialogue wittr all of the

political and etl:rric crganizatior:s a-d to increase tlre effort to firrd

peaceful solutions to Ehe Eth-icpian crisis ard tln:s to avoid r'mrs and

conflicts (LetEer of 8 October 1992).

We qx)reciate these jnitiaEives utrj-ch ao:e r,relccre to nar§, Ethicpians vfio

consider that Lroldi-rql a natsional- ccnfererrce is p:actically the last dnnce

for peace in thej.r countrlr.

ûLr initiative follora;s the sane direction. Ttre dialo$re betvÿesr Ethi-cpiar:s

r.*r-ich we are tryirg to srcourage <an nake al innediate ccntribrticn to

efforts beirrg rmderEako to prev€rrt the siEuation frcrn @eneration as in
Scrnalia.

For Ehis reason, ue sol-icit yiour sr4æort whidl hri11 be ortrarely precior:s

Eo us in both the prq)aratory and j.nplsreltation stages of this nreetijrrg.


