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THE GULF CRISIS AND THE HORN

Itrile it is feared that dte irlrediâte effectr, of tlre
crisis in the G:lf might be to rmsk the catastrcçùric
fanr,ine threatening nany countries in sub-Sahara
Africa and q>ecialIy Sudan and EEtt-icpia, nany ob-
servers agree tbat its shoÉ and long telf,n conse-
quênces on the political, rnilitary and diplcnatic
situation in t.|p lb:rr cculd be ocnsiderable.

Às rie noted jl cur last issue of llew Ethicpja, tle
various conflicts in the region nainly stern from
contradictions arrDng the loca1 contendjlg pa.rties
thenrselves. !{e also noted that neighboring and wider
ccnfU.cEs have sigrrificant bearirq cn denrelcgrents Jrt

the area. During the cold war years, superpower
riwalry r,ras an kpoÉant factor. ÀI1 sides jl ttre
conflict were trying to seize tlre cçporiunitj-es offered
bV eastirest ccrrtradictions irr tteir atterps to ad-
vance their respective objectives and interests. Hor.r-

ever, the role of the sr4>erpowers ÿras deUJcerately ex-
agrgerated to neet the pro,paganda needs of locaL forces
il searctr of support of one carp or the other who

blarcd 'soviet oçansionism' or 'Àmercanism inpe-
rj.ali-st irrtri.gr,es' for tlre püdrt of ttre pecples of ttp
reqrion.

One effect of this sirçlistic presentation of the
probl<n was to belittle the otherwise inportant role
played by regional powers, and specially middle
eastern actors, jn tle deadly politic^'l ard military
tanqle that contjrnre-s to ch,a::acterize tlre region. Às
tàe pri-rary irçortance of the local contradictions
ard tlre role of regioral astors $as not given the enr
t'nsis it desenred, it was wrongly assllrêd, that the
end of the cold war and relative stryeq)ower disen-
gagefiênt frorn the area would usher in ân era of peace
ard trarquiüty for tle pecples of tlre !bm.

During the past trdo years sl4)erpower rivalry gave
ÿray to cooperation and connrcn endeavors to bring
peace to ttre regi«r. Ho*ever, jrrterrratiorn-l- efforts did
not advance the cause of peace. Ànong the reasons
wLr-icà explajl the ineffectlveness of jlte:rntional
rediation efforts are of @ursê the h-igùr delree of
inccnpatiJrility of tàe tàeses and jnterests deferded
bV the warring groups, their incapa.city to cofipro-
rnise and tàe nultitude of regional contradicEions and
jrrterests tàat these local forces can oçIoit i.rl ttreir
search for miJ-itary solutiqrs.

The Israeli-Àrab confLict and the rivalry between
conservative and radical Arab regines have often
constituted jnporcant ilgredients in the Horn enr
broglio. llcw, tàe gulf crj.sj-s has proved no exceptj.on
to the rul-e t},at crises ard contradistions il the
Midrl'le East trave ineyltable i_rçlications and cqrse-
q)ences h a region LiJ<e tte [brn, siÈuated at t]re
crossroads of Africa, tte l.li&{le East and the juncture
of tàe Red Sea, the Irxlian Ocean and the black contj_-
nent.

Ànong the three states of the Ho:rr, only SqnaLiars
Siad Barre, at grips with fast advanci_ng guerilla
forces which have now reached the outskirts of tr{oga-
disho has not been i-n a position to exploit .new
opportunities' offered bV the crisis, although Lr-is

belated anti-I::aqi. sEand earned tr.im abcllt 70 mülion
US dollars of fjrancial aid frcm Saudi Arabia early
December.

Khartoum and Àddis Àbeba were qui(:k to coIIE out in
sLçport of one carq) or the other. ÿür-ile the Islamic AI
Bashir rnilitary junta sided with Saddam Husseilt,
lGngruistu condemred the t arogrant aqgression I and
called for fi:«r interrnti.onl actiqr a*'inst. the ùrva-
sisr.

For Lterquistu tl"is r*as not just tlre 'right dtcice' jrr
te:zns of trDlitic.l elçedienry, especially in vierr of
tr-is declared desire of rapprochenent with the west.
For a Leader of a country where zuccessive govem-
ments had held Àrab countries and specially the
Baasist regkes in $rrria and Iraq as the arctr enenries
of Ethiopian unity there hras no place for sercond

tts$Ès. S:fflce it to note tlnt official. rmps pù-
fished irr tlrese tro cor:ntries atrea{y cJassify Eritrea
as parE and parcel of tàe Arab uorld and tlrat, Etlr-iopian
i-nmigration law prdr-iJcits nationals of ÿria ard ftaq,
togrether with those of 'white'South Africa from
entering tàe country.

The first consequence of the crisis as far as the
Ethiopian gova:nnent is concerned j-s the strengrthen-
irq, and even flrcre significant, the abandon of tàe low
profile posture r.fl-iô had long ckraracterized Elhr-io-
Is::aeli- relations. It can be recalled tlraÈ rùren the
diploratic tj-es broken in 1973 !ÿere restored last
year, there was an outcry in the Ara-b uorld and
lGnguistu's fornrer a1ly, Khadafj., even went as far as
callirg for 'joJrrt À:ab actiqr agailst Et}-icpiar. Àt
that tirre, the Eth-icpian gloverflrent did everlthing to
pJay dom the inporEance of restorilg officjal ties
wittr fsrael ard rænt to great length to assure Arab
govermênts th,at the rrrve was not directed agaj.nst the
Arabs ard stil.l less agailst tàe PalesEinian cause. lüf,w

with the Arab world divi-ded as nevêr before, tbngistu
saw no need for Ethio-Israeli reLatlons to nailtain low
profile.

In an interview with the Jerusalem Post (9-10 Novenr
ber), l4erqtristu)s first, ever to an IsraeLi pa,per, he
praised the 3endrring relations between Ethiopia and
Israel to ward off connrcn Àrab hostj.lity", oq>ressed
adniration forrthe rnilitary achievenenB of Israel,, and
fr-is wish to benefit from Israeli oçerience i-n the
struggle against "secessionis§ supported by Arab
co:ntries specially Iraq and Syria',

Ihere was a prorrpt reaction from Lisra, s Forei.gn
Itlinister, wtro accordjrg to Radio Tripoli sunncned
Ethopia's anbassador "jl connection with an inter-
vieur given \l l,Iengulstu Haile Miriam, to a Zionist
ner.rq)alær ard tris call for an attjance with tte Zlon-
ists in order to confront the Great Jannehriya and
fraq".

Brt jrr tàe midst of sh-ifejlq atljanrces arrj cqrfusion
provoked by the G:If crisis, Khadifi,s was irdd an
isolated voice.l'lerrguistu,s strenghtàening ties with
Israel did not stand jn the way of fuprovenent of
tr-itherto unæsy relatj.ons between EChiopia and the
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G.tlf States, nor ,:oq>mnise Ettr_iopia,s good ties with
E$æt.

À nurber of rJelegations Ërnd notably one frorn ttre
Kcr^,ait qo\æ!ffrent in exite visited Ethicpia to thank
IGn$dstu fo: tr-is fiûn stand agajnst lraq. On 22 l&.-
vember, a Saudi envql told }Gnguistu that, tris coun_
try'rdtole-heartedly a&nired ttre strong stand taken
d Ethicpra in ænaarning t}re iIIegaI ü:agl iavasion
and ttrat ever stxonger :relations and friendstrip devel-
q>ing a;t present betueen Saudi Àrabia and Ettr_iopia
would ,:nable ttrenr to achieve great rezults and bene-
fits in spheres of mrtual concernr. One innediate
benetit to l,Iengnristu was a promtse of 400 million US
Ô|ars ef sarvri fisancjal aid.

Àittsu$r ttris r*as not spelled ort clearly, one field of
';ooperation in the'sptreres of nutual concem, was in
cqrrect,ion with the dêclared ôjective of the Saudis to
give politicat, military and fi.nancinl sr:pport to ttre
Sudan People s Liberation Àrmy engaged in a long.
drawn-out war against, Khartor:m, and which for 1ts
part has offered to dispatdr a cqttjngent of S00 nen
'to deferd Saudi Arabia and participate in the libe::a-
ticn of l(rnaitt. It is widely believed that ttre .qau.ti

military and nateriaL assi.stance to rebels jl scuther:n
Sudan will transj-t EEtr-iorpia where the mcve-
rnent has long enjqged aLl-ror:nd $tFport,.

ÀI1 this has 1ed sone obsenrors - ircluding neny
Ettricpians - to srclude that ttp G:l-f crisis has been
a whdfall for lrbrquistu.

Ttp sane canncÈ be said of the AI Bashir mjLitary junta
jrr Khartoum wh-tch filds itself practically surrpunded
§r corrntries wtrich have opted for the anti-kaqi
elitisr. Iÿith hostite ESpE. to t}e rnrttr, Ethicpia to
the east and Saudi Àrâbia across the Red Sea, the
consequences to the fi:ndanenÈalj.st junta,s hold to
poü{er }rere so obvious that one Sudanese cipposition
spokesnen terned A1 Bashj.rts pro lraqi stand as .an
incredible blunder'.

Erc€pt Iraq and distant I::an, wtrictr has etpressed ful1
support of Khartournts Islamic orientation and has
catled for a resolrrÈe sErr.rggle açjnst t}re Christjan
dominated SPIÀ which Tetreran terms as r a danger to
Islam and the lrfuslims' tàe Àl Bashir junÈa seens to
enjqf no s:bsLantial cutside srmort in its stnrggle
against risirq oppositlan.

Oid foes like forner president Jaffar AI Nirrery,
ousted from power in 1985 are now openly preparing
to give r,ihat they believe will be a 'æup de grâce' to
a beleagn:ered and isolated regjre vrhidt is also facjlg
tremendous econonric problems aggravated by the
intern:pt.ion of !{estern aid" The forner president
toured G.rIf states jl October and Novenber declarilg,
as he did to the tÀE daily AL ITIÀI{ID that "He cane
to seek supporE to tcçp1e the military junta s*dctr has
beccæ a tool of f::aq' and tlat jrt tàis c«mecticr, he
wculd visit. Ettricpia arxl Kenya soon.

A nrcre serious threat cane in late Septernber when the
fo:rrer Chief of Staff of ttre §rdanese army, Lt. genoal
Fathi Ahned Àl-i went underground wj-th two other
retired trigr ranking officers. À few days later, he

surfaæd in Cailo and declared t}at altho$r he had
been custed follcnirq ttre "illegal cop d Etat jl ü:ne
1989" he still considered himself ttre tread of the
armlz and the only legitinBte representative of ttle
Sudanese arnred forces . On 29 September a clandes-
tjne ::adio caüjry itselE'Volce of the foræ of libticrnl
Denpcratic ÀIliance' read out a state(Ent sr the
'Iegitùmte leadership of Èhe ar:ned forces' which
candsrned ttre juntar s po1iry jn the G.rIf and force-
fully rejected the idaa of srdan's 'Eeing a dagEer
afued at tlre desE, of f::atornL EglçÈ, of beirg a tool
used to tttreaten the security of the Kirgdorn of Saudi
Arabia and a threat to the unity of our neigùrbor
Ettrj-opia'.

AIL these indicate tlat tàe ÀI Bastrir regjne, which
faces r:nprecedented and grovrirrg hostility from its
funediate neighbors and coordinated oçposition from
wittrin ttre co:ntry, is in grêat danger and rmy not
sunrive the tusnril.

Ihe dangers for the struggle for derroc:ary in Ectr-iopia
are no Less clear. Menquistu had always tried to
suppress al] and any opposition to his dictatorial
ruIe, alttpugh military setbacks and increased ilter-
rratisral isolatim d:ring the pa.st years, have led hirn
to nske sore haLf-hearted efforts at reforms and
rrnconvjlcilg atte[pEs at negrotiations to peacefully
resolve the arned conflicts ravagjlq the cor:ntry.
lbny fear that this political and military r wjlclfa-l.It
nay l€âd the dicÈatsor to nake jncorrecE and dangerous
conclusj.ons. FeeUrg stronger than before, he rmy

resort to his favourite scorched earth taetics to si-
Ience denocratic og4>osition and pursue his never
abandoned dream of a military soluEj.on to the rrarious
a:red conflicts in t.tre æuntry.

ÀItàou$r the æsts of th-is darqerous il.Iusion ray b
hiô jn terms of jrrcreased war danage, continued re-
pæssion and denial of our pecple's fi:ndanertal rights,
sooner or later it will beccrc clear that there will.
never be peace and stability Jn Ethicpia lrrtil and

unless tlre quesEions of denpcracy and self-'determi-
naticn are seriously ard positively addressed.

(E?MII:@.... . . æntd. fran pç 2 )
Africa, drought, will rsnain a pmblern for many years
to cone. Brt food shortages resul.t-ing fronr poor rains
or ct}er naturaL factors tu:rr jltc derrastatjng familes
orùy in ær:ntries llke Ettriopia, ÀngoIa, ltbzanbiq:e,
Sudan and Liberia where nran-nade problems gener-
ate serious cri.ses of rdridr farnine is b:t the rpst
t::agic nenifestation.

that is sdQr it rüil-d be difficult for us to acceçÈ the
figures wtr-idr lirnit the nunber of elçected farnine
victjms of rmn nade problenrs to only one-flfth of tlte
total. 9{e argue that nan-rmde prob}ens are not onJ.y

the arned conflicts hrt a whole series of econqrdc,
political and po1iry problems which nnrst be ad-
dressêd if a soluEisr is to be fcurd to cur canntryis
problems. !{ithout recognizing the ove:rrtrelming role
played by political and other poliqT natters r.rtrictr

are of ttre regjrre s neki-rq, it HcNlld be hard to ccrrbat

the innediate effests of famine by providjng the nec-
essary assj.stance to victjrns, let a.Lone to do away with
famine jn the lorq rm.


