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The Geneva Summit Add Insu 1t to In iurv

On November 1-1, 1985 PresidenÈ Ronald Reagan of
the U.S. and Secretary Mikhail Gorbachev of the USSR,
met in Geneva, Switzerland to conduct a negoÈiated
deal which would lead to the arms race control.
À second item on their agenda, which was hidden, was
to discuss countries which are within the zone of the
superpor,üers influence.

This first meeting of the two lesders was the
main focus for the international press revealing the
existing serious concern over nuclear holocaust. The
superpo$rers have repeatedly acknowledged Ehat they
each possess enough nuclear heads to destroy the world
five times over. llhat escalated the fear and concern
of the international public was president Reaganrs
unfounded claim that a limited nuclear war in Europe
is possible and winnable. This claim as hrell as the
Strategic Defense Initiative (SDI),commonly known as
the Star lrlars, was completely rejected by the Unionof Concerned Scientists among whom is the world
acclaimed physicist and astronomer, Dr. Carl Sagan.
Dr. Sagan has asserted that a limited number of
nuclear blast in the northern atmosphere could set off
a nuclear winter, which within twenty-four hours
engulf the southern atmosphere. This contaminated
poisonous cloud would eradicate a1l- living things on
planet earth.

As concerns over nuclear holocaust internation_
alized the growing evidence is that Messrs Reagan and
Gorbachev could not be trusted with sole ,u"pol"ibiri-
ty Eo negotiate Èhe contror and erimination of nuclearbombs. In November 1985, on the eve of the Geneva
Summit, a petition signed by thirty nations was
presented by the Rev. Jessie Jackson et a1. These
nations demanded.the right to be a part of any negoti_ation which concerned trre fate of this planet earth.

The Reagan and Gorbachev hidden agenda was alsoas controversial. It concerned a discussion by the
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two leaders, ttre future of colrntries within their zoneof inflr-rence. They debated not only the regional
conflicts of the recent pasts around these countries
but also how these countries are to be designated
as spheres of inf luence élmong the superpor,rrers. The
countries discussed in this private meeting were
Ethiopia, Afghanistan, Cambodia, Angola anà Nicaragua.

Ethiopians lrave deep concern for nuclear
holocaust and lrope for a peaceful resoltrtion to the
arms race before tlre imminent catastrophe. They
wotrld not agree with the decision on such intenation-
a1ly paramount issue to be left to the u.s. and ussRa1one. Hohrever, at this junctrrre of our history rhe
Reagan and Gorbachev ,'hiddenr' agenda has equal
significance, as the first one, to the Ethiopian
peoples.

The world has been a witness to the past nineyears that the Ethiopian l4ilitary Government, under
the leaderslrip of CoIonel Mengistu l{ai1e_Mariam,
Ethiopia has experienced tragic events of trnprecedent_
ed magnitude. I'hese tragedies included rhe mosr
devastating famine in history, ci.vil war, srrppression
of democratic righrs and atrocities committed by rhe
Military dictatorship which compelled millions io
f 1ee thus giving Ethiopia the label, ,'the most reftrgee
producing country in the world" e[c. Ia 1977, the
Milirary dictatorship betrayed El-re National Demr>cratic
Program and sold rlle national sovereignty of the
corrnEry to the Soviet Union. In her foreign ot>licy,
Ethiopia became not just a political ally but a
satellite to Moscow. Her foreign policy, foreign
trade' national defense and even the internal securi-
ty are dictated and controlled by Krenrlin. The Mili-
tary Government has preferred cornple [e domina t iorr by
U.S.S.R. to non-aligned policy and self-reliance.

I,tlhat happened at the Geneva meeting has great
sigr-rificance to Ethiopian patriots who are fighting
for genuine national independence. They can noL
afford to ignore that the futtrre of their cotrntry
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r4ras discussed by the two superpol^Iers, as t'hidden"
agenda without their representation. They recognize
that this is a further threat and a violation of
Ethiopian national sovereignty. I4Iith a deep feeling
of hurt to the national pride and anger they will
ask: I,rlhat was the future partition plan in their
sphere of influence Messrs Reagan and Gorbachev set
for ilthiopia? By whose authority did Gorbachev
delegate Ethiopia? In fact,what right do ttrese two
men have to discuss the Ethiopiars future (even if
$re were too naive to assume it was in lrer best inter-
est) without [rer peoplesr consent?

This was not the first time foreign powers met
to confer on Ethiopiars destiny. It is io remember-
ed that in 1906, then ttre world colonial powers,vizz
France, Britain, and Italy had signed a"tri-partite
agreement" - â three way muÈual agreement on what
they planned to scramble Ethiopia upon the death of

Emperor Menelik II. The Emperor I^ras clear and firm
in asserting that their agreement would not be recog-
nized or allowed to have any impact on the "countryrs
national sovereignty. "

It is also to be recalled that in 1935, during
the Italian partial occrrpation of Ethiopia, the
French Foreign Minister Pierre La Salle and his
British counterpert Samuel Horn had a secret meeting
wtrere they l'rad planned alterna tive solution to ttre
total colonization of Ethiopia by Italy. They have
agreed that [ra1f of the territory of Ethiopia would
be surrendered to Iraly as part of the peace p1an.
Emperor Haile-Selassie was even swift informing the
League of Nations his opposition to suctr a partition
plan.

How about the current rrrulert' of Ethiopia,
Colonel Mengistu Haile-Mari.am? Did he voice any
opposition in behalf of Ethiopia? Of course noti
Inle knew that he met with the Soviet leader a few
days before the summit was held, ând was made arrare
that Ethiopia wap on the agenda. The fact that he
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did not issue a statement of opposition was an indi-
cation of his endorsement of the agenda, He only not
implicirly authorized Gorbachev as the spokesman for
the Ethiopian peoples but concurred with the righr of
the superpol^rers to mingle in the affairs of our sover-
eign nation. This blatant violation of our right is
a result of Mengi sturs foreign policy which subjected
Eth i opia under the domina t ion of U. S. S. R. It i s not
hard to concltrde then that Ettriopia, thanks to the
Mengistu regime, has forfeit her right to speak for
herself and lrer national sovereignty does not exi.st.

This indeed is a disturbing position which
concerns all Ethiopian patriots and democrats who
dearly love, care and believe in the independence of
their country and freedom of their peoples. Colonel
Mengistu and lris cohorts are responsible for the total
misery of the people, erosion of self-pride and loss
of national liberty, The time is over due wlren Ethio-
pians of all faiths, national origin and political
affiliations must unite their forces to exrirpate
this indigenorrs cancer ce11 - the Military Dictator-
ship - and restore an independent democratic llthiopia.


