
ITHE ECONOMICS OF vILLAGISATIoN IN ETHIoPIAI

Thlr !rtlclG t.lêa to êtâ.trc th. fu!d!r.nt.l problê!r 1o the
rrnâtaaênt of thG IthtoDtatr agrIcùLtur.I acctor tl! tGnara1 rndivllLagtratloni ln ,!rttculrr, It t! our cont!ntloo that Èhc
thê or, 6nd prrctlc. of nrtlt!gt!rtlonn 

cân no t bè propêrI,
srd.r!tood yl,!hout .n ovGrrll, r.ÿt.y of thG pol,ltic!l/!drolo8lcsl
contêrt of thê currant statc ,.a Ethlopl.6.

The 1976 Ethloplrtt I.rolutto! brouSht about r!dlc!l ard eveeplot
chrng.r ln Droduc!1oî rêlattoD! tû th. corlandr,ng h.tghta of thc
econoo, ln genêr61 ând th! rur!l .cono!, llr portlcolsr. Gtver thc
rr!tc. of ovnerehlp vhlch denlcd the r.Jortt, of thc p?.r6nÈ.
f ro. r..l1zln8 the trùtt. of th.lr r c o n o ! 1c . ê t I r I t ÿ , thc lrndque!tloo had to bc ra€olvêd sa, palrclD!l d€tocr.tlc questlon.
The as!uûptton then ysa that pê6s!oÈ ovn!rahlp of the !csnr ofllvclthood, l.e. lsnd. yould not oûI, loduce 8rêat.r productlel!,
1n thr rurâl êconoorr but yoold ôrro cootrrbutê to coû9lcoêntarr-
tiea (rur6l.-urb6n, lr|duâtrr_agrlcûl!ùre, .tc). Hlrtorlc6I erpa_
r1eûca has !lso shorn th6t such tr6nsforoation 1n the rurôl
econo!, vould oolt t.ke place yher rnd tt the rurrl popul.tloo 1!
encour.gêd to portlctp.Èe dc.ocrrtlccll, tn the pollttcsl proceas
of chânge.

THE POLITICAL/IDEOLOCICIL COTITEIT

The re611tl.. tn Ethlopl,a havc, horcret, bGen r.d1c.ll, dlfferentfro! the .boÿê, p.rtlcul.rl, !1ncc lgTl/1g. ThG prtnclpô1
.oau.ptlon of thê llr.llt!r, Corêrn..Dt of gthloptr h6s ù!.n stldcontlnu.6 to bê th!t Ethtopla ls undêrgotnS a .oc1.Llstrevolutlon froE above ônd that !.t6 soclô1, Gconortc and polltlcôl
trôtrBfor!str.on crtrîot ard rhould not bâ dlrorced fro! Èhê
1d€o I o8l ca t cult of the car trê. Thia pr.occùpatlon yl,th th.ldeo1o8lcâl ard polltlcal certrêi vhlch êoBenti.l1, pârôIlêls.oct.l-rtllt.rt6. (1... rllttrry dlctrtor!hlp tn thê n6!r ofoocla l lrE) charactêr1ze. the {dêologlcrl, pol tttc.l, cul tuae 1rnd aoclo-êconollc Dlans rod actlvltled of the cùrrent l!llltarÿre8l.!. ln Ethtopla, questlons yl!h resp.ct to n.tlooalltles,
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yorkerar peaBants' Yoüenr touthr rellglous Eroups 6nd

relrtlonr vlth othsr state! are dlctated fron the centre r,lth
paraalttc and opportunlst lntel lectuals trylng to provlde the
1nÈe11ectua1 raÈ1onc1e for a glven BtrÈe pollcy and acÈton. The

plannlng and oanageocnt of the natlonsl cconooy vou1d, therefore,
have to be underatood ln Èhle 11ght. The ül1ttary regloers vlglon
of relcaelng the productlvê cap6clty of the rural and urban
producers ls one of c€ntra1 control and not of deoocratlc
partlclpatlon.

VILLÂGISATION : THEORT Al{D PRACTICE

The 1BBÈ fey years have deoonstrated to the entlre vorld the
bankruptcy of the Htlltary Boverooentra econoolc poltcy. The

catsBtrophlc drought vhlch claloed the 1lvea of thousanda of men'

vooen and chlldren and vhlch yas ayerted froo clelnlng oore 1lvea
lhrough nasslve effortB of democractlc and hunanttarlan Broups'
lndlvtduala and governEenta throughout the rorld, provtded uore

vlvld evldence of the atate of affalrs 1n Ethlopla. Preoccupled
ylth ltE po1lttcal aurvlral, the Hllltary regloe and lts cohorts
forgot one of the drlvlng forcea vhtch broughÈ abouÈ the donnfall.
of the regtoe 1È replaced, naEely the "hldden faoLneI under
Emperor HaLle Sellaale. Âlthough ctrcuEstancea naturally dlffer,
hletory repeatE 1tae1f, 1n Ethlopla the htstory of rlsery and

stsrvstlon conÈlnueB to repe6È tteelf not becauee t,he country 1e

poor 1n naÈural and huuane reaourcec but becauae of Èhe lack of
deEocr6tlc leaderahlp.

Erperta froo both aoclallat countrleg and restern lnternatlonal
and prlvste lnBtltutlone have vrltten s great deal about the
enorrouE poÈent1a1, partlcularly 1n agrlculture of Ethlopla. Â

study oore Èhan tvo decadeB ago, by the Food and Âgrlcultural
0rganlaatlonr coDpleoented by a atudy of the Stanford Food Re-

aearch Ingtltute ghoved that Bthtopla poaaesees fertlle and ara-
b1e land vhlch vould not only oake 1t aelf-aufflctent but vhlch
vould, tf producttvely ut111zed, feed Èhe entlre Mlddle East.
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The enorloua and productlve feoture of Ethtopla (of courae ln
potentlâ1 Èeros) y6B recently obaerved by none other Èhan one of
the countryro cloaeat alllea, llorÈh f,orea. A teao of erperÈa fron
thla country have been atudylng the productlÿe potentlal of one
adrlnl!trâÈ1re reg10n, GoJJao. Thelr conclusl0n raa that the, h8d
neÿer seen auch productlve ao11. rn thelr prellml.nary trtals the
yleld of r1'ce achlevcd per hectâre var very hlgh vtthouÈ ferrlrl-
zers. The saoe concluelona have been reached by other groups nlÈh
regard to the fertlllty of the eoll ln DosÈ of the adnlnlstrartve
reglone of the aouÈh. Then, rhy stBrvatron ? rJhy 1s rhe Ethloplan
peassntrÿ condeoned to perpetual olsery and lefÈ Èo the vagârtes
of natural dlaaater ? l{hat haa been the }lll1tary dlctatorahlpra
reBponae to thls econoolc backrardnega ?

The effects of the drought csnnot be erplarned by natural pheno-
oena alone. For eurelyr ln a country vhere eclenÈ1f1c lrrlgaElon,
ao11 conaeryatlon, reforeaÈatlon, physrcar and eoclsr rnfraeÈruc-
Èure, etc.., are the ercepÈ1on rsther than the rule and 1n a
country vhere var and rebe1110n have becooe part and parcel of
everyday 11fe, na!urat dlaaater yould lnevltably have a fertlle
ground. rt vould then fo110v thst I prereqularÈe for rurar and
agrlcultural tranaforEâÈron vourd be pollÈ1car reaorutron of
lnternal conf 11ct, prlnclpally the que8t10n of naÈ10na11t1es.
FurEher, agrlculÈurar and rural devclop,ent vould requrre oaaslve
Eransfers of reaourcea and knou-hor, lncludlng fertlrrzera,
erÈenalon servlcee, aoclal and phyarcal lnfraatructurea, loproved
agrlcultural lnputa and recognlÈ1on and lmplenentatlon of ra-
È1ona1 prlclng pollclee. It goes vlÈhouÈ Earing thaÈ faroers
vould have to have confldence.tn the poltÈlca1 reglne, i.e. they
vould hsve to be ooÈ1vated... such ootlvatlon c6nnot be realized
v1ÈhouE deoocratlc partlctpatlon of the producere.

Properly underatood then, ttylllaglsatlon,, vould take place ae
part of a deoocratlc proceas in vhlch acattered farmers, vr.r-
lagera and other lndlvlduals are brought rogether inÈo coouunl-
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tles. The ldea of brl.nglng such acaÈtered populatlona lnto crtÈl-
ca1 naaaea vould bc to lnduce producÈlvlty through efflclent use

of phyelcal and eoclal lnfraetructure. In other vorda, the econo-

olc adÿântrgcc of rrtlllaglaatlonrr âre 8rêater thsn those under

Bcattered and dlsburged aoclo-econoolc 1tfe. The Hllltary re-
gloera underetandlng of thla Èheory and lts aocla1 practlce have

been dlffcrent. The regtue vleua trvlllaglaatlontt froo a aecurlty
and control vantâge polnt. The regloe reaponded to the nasetve
drought by a nasalye tranBfer of hundredg of thouaandg of people

to so-ca1 led fertlle areaa. In dolng thla, 1t underllned lta
adherence Èo ollltary prlnclplea 1n reaolvtng econoolc and po11-

tlcal probleEB. IÈ conflrred the regloera denlal of the elenen-
tery rlghta of the rural populatlon thereby further arrestlnB the
oottvatlon to produce. Inatead of'tackllng the probleD of rural
poverÈt ln the north ratlonally, the re8lEC opted to depopulate.
Instead of creatinB coEpleoenÈarltlee betveen the northern and

!routhern populatlone, the regloe further contrlbuted to the dlvt-
sr.on and euaplclon aEong the varloue natlonalttles. Further,
lnetead of undertaklnB BtsteEattc and sclenÈlf lc Etudies vtth
rÊspect of tranaolgrstlon (1nc1udln8 prepsratlon of the requlslte
eoclal and phyalcal lnfrastructure) the reglue nade resettleoent
a oaealve otlltary ererclge for control. Thus, both the ÈheoreÈ1-

cal preolae and the pracÈ1ce are counter to the prlnclples of
nBtlonal rdeaocraÈ1c, econoolc and eoclal reconstructlon 1n

Ethtopla.

The nvlllaglaatlon' proceaa vhlch hae been atarted 1n the eaBtern
part of the countrt, prlnclpally 1n Èhe llarrarghe ado!.nlBtratlye
reglon 1s no dlfferent froo the oaasi.ve, ollltar1Btlc and antl-
deoocratlc reottleDent prograo of the regloe. tllthln the Ethlo-
plan contert, vhere natlonal econooy hae been and 1s st11 1

deÈerlorstlng and dlslnteBratlng, forced nvlllagteatlonl 1a not a

ratlonal and denocrattè organtsstlon of the rural econooy, but 6

aean6 by vhlch the present sÈ6te exerclees fu1 1 control. The

trend, vhlch sÈarted 1n 1977/78, ls not tonarde democratteatton,
lncludlng uartmuu use of Èhe creatlve potenÈ1a1 of rural peasan-
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t!t, but tncreaaed control and aecurlEyr pollclng of the produ_
cera and repreaalon. Ae hae been evtdenced ln Lhe urban areaa
(through the urban Dvel lere Âaaoclatlon) ttvll ragraarlon" ie in-
tended to serve the polltlcal and ideologtcal conÈro1 of the
stste rather than to lnduce rural productlvltyl

IIEIJS BRIEFS ... NEI'S BRIEFS ... }IEI{S BRIEFS ... NET' BRIEFSI I

DEFECTIOilS CONTI}IUE

The laatest 1n a long serles of defecttone that have been golng
on for ôooe tloe c6ae froo czechoglavakla on March 26 nhen the
f l ra! eecretary of Ethloptare Eobassy 1n r.haÈ countrt, Hr. l.lEsFIl{
l'lEt0!lllEH, announced 1n Bonn thst, he nl l l not return to h1s coun-
try bec6use of hls oppoelÈ1on to the govern,oent and the regioere
Etteopte tto f orce h1o to Joln the UpEr.

LaÈe lBBt year anoÈher Âobasaador, thle tlne t.o sveden, General
TÂÏE TrLAltu' announced that he had left. his poaÈ because,the
l{englatu regl.ne had betr6ted the revolutlon and yas coneolldatlng
1le ovn poyer ylth sovlet help aÈ the erpense of the Ethloplan
peoplerr. The Àobageador, an Âir Force general vho previously
aeryed ae Mlnleter of the Interlor and Defense, sald that hls
decislon to break vlth the governnent vaa due to ran ldeologlcal
and ooral gulf" and becauee Èhe pollclea of Menglstu vere "prect-
plt6t1ng var and fanlne lnstead of peace; dlsharoony and dlsunlty
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In February, l{PE central cooolLtee oember end EÈhoplare
Aobaseador to Japan, Hr. ABEBA TEBEDE announced hts reslgnaÈlon
aa 8 gesture of opposltlon. He potnted out th6È the pollcy
puraued by the goÿernEent had plunged Ethlopta lnto an econoolc
and aoclal' crlols and added that 1t vas not hls vleh to aerve a

g,overneent that had boveT to Sovlet presBure. Hr. ABEBE had
prevloualy been Mlnlster of Dooestlc Trade.


