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A new wave of represslon and arr€§ts, paltLculallÿ
dl.rected against p.rsonalltles and thê youtù belonglng to
thê CRO,IO nationallty ls raglng over Ethlopla slnce the
beglnntng of FobtualY 1980.

Those arrested lncLude plonlnent figure3 like Llr. ZECEYE
ÀsFAÿlE nho as olnister of land æforD froo 1974 to 1979 played
a crucial role ln the lnltlatlon ând l&pleEentatlon of tàe
land rêforn procleoation of trlaæh !975. Ât the tlnê of hts
errest he ÿras the mlnLster of Justlce and a proBlnent mDbet
of the newl.y established ncormlsslon to Organlzs the Patty
ôf the llorking People of Ethioplar othars aEêsted include
ll1. AaYq, e LETTÀ and l,tÎ. ABABIYÀ ABÀro8IR üho tÊre govrêrnors
of the IIOLIEGA and KÂFFÂ r€glons lespectively. llr. 165A qrTÊl/Â
the penranent sêcretary of the ninlstry of comunr,catlonr
and dozens of students of the Âddls Abebâ t nlverslty havê
also been vlct!0 of thls Iatest wave of arrests ln the country.

Thls Eânifestatlon of crude chauvlnlsn 13 the logical
rèsult of the glorlng counter-!€volutlon ln Ethlopta ând
f ollows the long sÊries of aræsts, srmary execut!,ons erd
persecutlon that has dêvelopped ln the countrÿ âftet ,1977.

It ls pârt and parcel of the general poltcy of râpressr.on
dlrected agalnst r11 dênocratlc and pâtrlotic force8 on the
Ethloplan poutlcal scene. It ls yet anothèr Banlf..tatlon
of the lnherent lncapacity of thê counteD.ævolutlonâ1y and
chauvLnlst DerE, to appeasê or contâln thc dâEoclatlc oppos!.tlon
thât ls d€velopplng ln practlcauy all t,tlc regLont of th€ country.

The fact that sotre of thosê arrêsted lncludê prcElnènt
loeEtÉrs of ths nerly establlshêd rcqElssion to oEganlze tÀe
Party of tàe üorklng Fêoplc of Ethlopler goês to thoç thât
thê cæatlon of thls cotmter-r€volutlonaly bodÿ dtd not brlng
the stablltty dêstred by the Derg.

It go€s wlthout saylng that ,iG r ISOTG rhlch hàs al,ways
stood on the slde of the Ethloplan peoplê and tJre oppressed
natl.onalitles lE thelr flght for dGEocrecy, .queuty üd
natlonal iDdepandence condêEns th13 new rave of raprls3lon
ühich 1t consldè:rs to be detrr,DentâI to the ravolutLon and
thG derûocretlc uüty of the peoples of Etàlopl.a. Convincsd
that only a unltêd struggh f,ould claate ths n.cêsserÿ con-
dltlon! to solve the problen of natlonallties ,.n a dâEocrâtlc
ray, ,.t callE upon alL plogressLvêt and pâtrlotlc forcêa ln
the country to stand unltêd ln thr.s comon struggle for a
donocratlc and lndependent Ethloplâ.

àT tç tç


