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SHOULD NGOS STAÏ IN ETHIOPIA ?

For eooe Eloe nov there haa been a controveraÿ aEong veetern NGOs

centertng around the questlon of vheÈher or not, they ahould etay
1n Ethlopta. l{hl1e the vast oaJorltr, concerned obouÈ aelf euffl-
clency 1n food, 1s Bhlftlng froo eEergenct aeelstance to long_
rero devel0pEent proSraoEes, MEDECII{S sÂNs FRoNTTERES (France),
the only organteatton ouE of 47 in the counÈry to have been
erpelled, ls leadlng the c8ûpatgn of thoae vho advocate a ban on
developuent atd to the country.

The central potnt of HSFtg arguDent lB that contlnued vestern
aselsEance to Ethlopla ls nothlng oore than a natve nanlfestatlon
of vhat 1È calls rrune piÈ1é dangeureuset. rt 1e alleged that
contlnued asslaEance 1a rrdangerouatt. tn that tt. vould provlde the
oaterlal baale for coneoltdaÈlon of the dtctatorshlp and Ehus
vould play lnto the hands of sovl"eÈ expanslonten in Afrlca. Th1s,
of Çouree, hae ouch Eore to do vtth ldeology anr! vorld BtrateBy
than hunanltarlan concern about the velfare of the Ethtoplan
people.

Nobody csn deny that by dlvertlng a part of the internatronar
asslstance, Èhe dlctatorahlp had tntenetfted the proce§B of co1-
lectlvteatlon vhlch started back 1n 1979. But ahould one conclude
frou thls that the beat vay to help t.he Ethloplan people vould be
for |lGOa to leave country ren oaaser? l{e do not thlnk eo.

rnternatlonal aeglatance 1s only partlally reaponslble for thlg.
The faolne 1tBe1f haa facllltEted parttal luplenentatton of Èhls
po1lcy by renderlng the pea86nt extreoely vulnerable to goyern-
ment pressure. Moreover, our contentl0n 1s that the preaence of
tndependenÈ organleatronB' vhile eavrng o11 rrone of rlves, has
also helped to curb the regluere frantlc drlve for
collectlvlaatton.
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e6ergenct Bsslstance 1s noÈ dtstrlbuted through the govern-

oent0s RRC. The Èota11Èy of prlvaÈe ald and at leaet half of the
aaslstance offered by gov.ernuentg and tnternatlonal bodles .11ke

the EEC 1e dletrlbuted through the NGOsrown channels and those of
lndependent lnternatlonal organlBaEtons llke UNICEF, UNHCR' ICRC

etc.. IE la to be recalled that ln early 1985, there rras talk tn
Soyernment ctrcles 6bout transferrLng one and half ml111on pea-

B6nÈs frou the north to the south and veet of the country. This
dlstrlbutlon oechanisn, the key elerent of nhlch 1C NCO presence

stood 1n the ray of complete reallaatlon of thle proJect.

The fact that voluntary sgencles ln Ethlopla are nov shlftlng to
dev e 1 opment prograooes aeemo to snBer l{Sf(f) and a 1 I thoee rrho

advocBte a ban on developrenÈ ald to the country on purely ldeo-
loglcal grounde. In apite of nuoerouo polltlcâ1 and bureauc16tlc
constralnts, theee agenclea are nov lnvolved ln vork rhlch con-
slsts ln dlaÈributlng seeds, equlpuent, fertlllzerBr oxen and ln
provldlng tralning. Thls 1e not trcollaboraÈlon vlÈh the peoplers
erecutlonere[ oB the detractors yould have us be1leve. If any-
Èh!.n9, the reeult of NGo actlon vhlch, contrart to the offlclal
pollcy of col lectlvlsatlon, atresses the need to vork aoonS

lndlvldual pe6santB v111 be to reduce thelr vulnerabtllty and to
congolldate thelr posltlon faced vlth Boverntrent presaure.

HEtIS0IIES long-atandtng poaltlon concernlng asslgtance to the
reglrera vlctlns had never been dlctated by 1Ès polltical oppoal-
tlon to the ruÈhleas dlctatorehlp. In the p6st re have alvays
called upon the lnternatlonal couounlty to malnt6ln and lncrease
eselatance to our people. l{e have also'atreased the need f or
everrone lnvolved Èo Éee to 1t that thle aselatance l.as not
dlverted to pay for the luplenentatlon of the eame pollclea that
created the faolne sttuatlon 1n the flrat p1ace.One element ln
thls strrtegy 1a contlnued NG0 preeence 1n EÈhlopta and thelr
coriEltEent to the lndlvldual peaaant, that ttbète notre'r of
Mengletu vhoac rrl.ndlsclpllne at vorkrr ls officlally held re!rpon-

?
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.lb1! for thG countrtrr food probl.!r. llot ylthrt!ndin8 HSFrr
â16!rtloûa to thê cortrrrt, Ethloplâr! deûocrats ÿll1 nrver coî-
slder thlB co!!1t.ênt to thc slr11 Dc!rrnt aB an âct of "col1a_
borôtlori Ytth thr dlctstorthlp!

EVEVT§ ÀXD VtEIiS ITIIIIIII EVE}ITS ÀND VIEXS IITIIIII

DOGALI: The Short-lived victorv

26 J.trurrt 1987 rarLc lh. lOOth !tlt!lvGr.rry of thc bâtt1e of
DOGÀLI .t thtch R^S tLUL4, oûe of the SrarÈGit 8.n.r!1! of 19th

centurt Ethtopl6, .nd 6t thôt tloê 80vernor of ÈhG protlîce of
H^H^SSBI| (ln preacnt-doy ETITRI^) d!.1t lhe ftrlt Ùloÿ to Ittllln
col oî1!l lst rrbttlono 1n Ethlorla.

To uîdarstand the hiatorlc alSnr.flcrocc of the Ylctorr' one tult
rccall thê cltcu..tance! th.t lcd to th. occuP.tlon of the Red

Se6 port of HtSSAgÂ bt the It!11!o! on 3 June 1885 â.ldat Pro-
tê!t! b, thc BthloPlâo E.PG.or l0llÂllllES IY vho cl.l!ed that th.
aca vaa nthc nôÈurÀl frontl.r of gthloplti.

In 1884, r BG!t-rcllSloue cnd ec!l-polltlcsl rGb.lllon led bt

llohô...t 
^rhttt 

El l{âh.dl eho, lncldcEt.llr, ls tha 8re.t
8rândfsÈh.r of the Present Prl!e lllIlstGr of thc Sudrn, PUt the

Btrptt6o occntsÈlotr srr, itr thrt countr, 1n r rGaÿ PrGcârloü'
rltuôÈ1oo. The UStPtiat cottandar dectded to eYacuat! lta de-

feât.d forcGs to Haasaya vhlch rt th.t tlo. Yss under ll..dElt!l-
!trat1on. Thls yra hoYalar onlt Postlblr tf the E.Pcror of
Ethtopts coùld be pcrauadcd to.llov th.t ô saf. Ps5a8. throù8h

hlr countrÿ. Therê y.re nêEotlrtlona betvêen Ethlopla. ESrPt and

Grert Britrln vhlch 1.d to th. !l8nin8 of. trG!Èt bt rlrtûc of
ÿhlch thê Blperor rccePtôd to alloY the lstPtlanr to ÿlthdr!Y to
H666ava. On thê other h!nd,.11 the r.81oos .rrcuatcd bt Èhe

E8t9t1.no, ôpecl!11, the BoCOS coutttrt (th. northêrn ptrt of
Dre!ant-dry Err.tr!â) to8ê!her ùtth 6l'l the stores, arlls and

srounltlon vere ceded to Ethlopla. Tha tre.tÿ vôa c6rrled oÙt

lorôI lr; the EBtptlsns arrlYed srfelÿ lo Xlseava and soon Ylth-
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