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On September 12, 1974, the revolutionary upsurge of the
Ethiopian people that started six months earlier registered oneof the earliest and important victories on the path-of libera-tion of Ethiopia. On that day, the tyrant Haile'selassie was
deposed folloling tremendous pressure from the popular movement.
This victory, spectacular as it mi_ght have been-wâs neither thelast nor the most significant. But it is celebrated every year
as an important land mark on the path of Ethiopiars libeiation.

^ Thig yearrs celebration however, gave no cause for rejoi-
cing to the military dictatorship and iti.ll less to the etÉio-pian people. Six years after the deposition of the tyrant andthree years after the post i977 couirter revolutionarÿ develop-
ments, the Ethiopian peoples find themselves at gripè with
one of the most ruthless military dictatorships in independent
Africa. Under the militaryrs nsocialisrnrr and boviet ninterna-
tionalismr todayts Ethiopia is deep in a serious econornicsocial, politicât and moiat crisis that has no p"ràirài--iÂ it.history. It has becone a country which hotds a1i the gloomy
records in terms of repression, human rights violations, fàmine
and misery. In all respects, the present dictators and theirsoviet masters have amply demonstrated that they have no lessonsto receive from the tyrant Haile selassie and Alnerican imperia-Iism.

Haile Selassiers Ethiopia was ravaged by a deep economiccrisis whose most accute manifestation ùas the 1973'wolrà fa-mine which claimed the lives of 2OO OO0 poor peaèantJ. Accor_
9ilS !o figures given by the dictatorshib itsàtf ,'sociaïistw
Ethiopia does not fare better. In fact thô opposi.te is tiue.Since '1978, famine has constantly been on tirè rise and nàw the
number of famine striken people in the country stands at5 089 OOO ! This figure has no parallel in thè country's his-
!9"y. ft i.s also the most serioüs case of mass stàivàtiÀn inthe present world.

In the cities misery and unemployment were rampant duringthe feudaL days. Now, not onry new-joËs have not oàeii cieateato absorb the growing army of'unempioyed, but the cfàsinà orfactories and other services is prôvoÈin! *ass fav àiii ànaincreased unemployment 
. in. Ethio'pia! s urÉan centÀis.-systernaticpersecution of small private contractors is driving ààiens ofEthiopians out of the business. The repression agaiisi-àuari-fied workers and intelrectuars coupled iritn inà à6iiüpiià'n anomismanagement of the ruling crique'has compretery aiiôilànizeothe naticnal economy.
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This deep economic crj.sis is of course closely linked with
the unpreceient poli.tical repression that has come along with
the counter revoluti.onary developments of the last three years.
If Haile Selassiers Ethiopia was indeed a feudal tyranny, the
present rrsocialistt' regime has turned it intc a prison state.
iÏell over 20 OOO prisoners are langui-shing 1n the Dergrs prisons.
Durlng the past three years, and special.ly du:ing the 1978 "redterrorrr canpaign, thousands of Eihiopiars democrats and patriots
have been summarily executed. The human rights records of the
present regime are so poor, to say the 1east, that concerned
internatj.onal organizations, including Amn sty International
and the UN Human rlghts commission have been regularly condem-
ning the regime for its "gross human rights violationst'.

Famine and repression have also forced about 2 million
people to leave their homes and seek exile in the neighbouring
countries. According to figures of the UNHCR one out of every
ten refugee in the world is an Ethiopian. This makes the re-
fugee problem in the horn of Africa the most serious case of
famine and misery facing the international community.

But all this is not going unchallanged. In fact the other
side of this gloomy picture is the rising tide of popular and
patriotic resistance that is manifesting itself in almost all
regions of the country. Unprecedent chauvinism and repression
against Ethlopia's oppressed nationalities has given rise to
determined national resistance that has no parralel in the
countryrs history. The past year has witnessed the intensifi-
cation of the political and armed struggle of the Tigray,
Oromo, Sidama and other nationalities. In Eritrea, the promises
and illusions of a 'tquick victory?r and the euphoria attending
the trvictoriesrr of Iate l978 have all vanished into the air.
The difficulties encountered at the Nakfa front held by the
EPLF forces and the subsequent demoralization of the troops
stationed in the region have driven home the failure of the
regime to rrcrushrr the Eritrean revoluti-on. Economic crisis and
political repiession have brought about a general upsurge of
democratic opposition and an increasing contradiction within
the armed forces.

Concerning the democratic forces, one. important development
of the past year is the growing awarness of the necessity of
unity in order to do away with the chauvinist military dictator-
ship. Up to now all the democratic forces which, taken togethert
would have formed a tremendous opposition, have not been able
to unite. The survival of the dictatcnship, which is conpletely
isolated from the people, has been rendered possible not only
by the florv of arms from the Soviet Union and the piesence of
foreign troops on Ethiopiars soil, but also by the dj.sperssion
of the democratic opposition forces. This fact is being realized
by more and more revolutionaries. Discussions with Eritrean pro-
gressives that have been going on for some tine have given some
encouraging results and have paved the way fo: a principled
alliance. Contacts with nationality movements are underway and
the prospects for the creation of the long overdue democratic
front have never been so promi.sing. Duri.ng the coming year ,
MEtISOI{E intends to continue on this path which is the only
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gualantêe for a lasting victoly and complete Iiberation.

These developnents, wtrich ale taking place against a back-
glound of a steadily rising tide of popula! lesistance are ha-
ving their demorâlizing effects on the chauvinist dictatolship.
They accourt for the .low profile naintained by the otherwise
pompous and extravagant legitre du.ing this year's september 12
celebrations. Not only the usual lhetoric on the ngreat
achievementsn of the regine was curbêd, but also Mengistu him-
self was ob.Liged to ackno'Jrledge before a group of foleign jour-
nalists that the disctatorshipts troubles $re!€ fa! froEr over.
In âdditlon to the two wa! flonts in Erltrea and the Ogaden,
Mengistu declaled that nthe countryn was also fighti.ng a third
war in Tigray. Other developrûentsr not yet acknoi{ledged by the
legime are, however, equally impoltant aod would surely have
far reaching consequences during the corning months. Growing
nilitaocy of workels and peasants and signs of unrest lÿithin
the alrned forces, of wtlich some lecent exanples wi.ll be given
in this issue of "New Ethiopian are uûristakable signs of the
inpending tenpest.

Encouraged by these bright perspectlves, MEr ISONE wlll
continue to intensify j.ts struggle on the side of the Ethiopian
people. It calls upon all progressive and peace toving forces
in the world to expless solidarity with the peoples of Ethiopiain their struggl,e to achieve the noble objectives cherished byall plogressive hankind i peace, democracy and socia.L Justj.ce.


