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settlement N EÈhi 1a A Polit cal P1

It has been more than
a year now since the Ethio-
pian Military government
e.mbarked upon a scheme in
which hundreds and thousands
of the famine victims were
resettled in different parts
of Ethiopia. According to
the government's projection
a million and half people
worrld be resettled in 19g5
and a total of 3 millions in
the next decade from the
northern parts of the country

I

to the South and South-lrestern regions. In Èhe firstsix weeks alone, lZO,000 people were hastily movedotrt of I^Io11o, Tigray and Begemeder Administrative
Regions to be resettled in the South. The resettle_
ment scheme r^ras and has sEi1l been hasty and perfuncto_ry such that an average of 21000 settlers were movedout of their localities everyday. The motive for theundertaking is simply politital; given the severityof the famine, for which the Miiitary Government bearsa major responsibilÈy, the reseÈtrement scheme waspreseribed by the government as a fast panacea to theproblems. This was affirmed by one of lh" gor"rnmentofficial, Colonel_Berhanu nayeir, at a meeting withrepresentatives of donor countries and agencl"" o,December 11, t984. Colonel- Berhanu stated that,
"Large-sca1e resettlement is the only alternative toinstrre the continued survival of the northern peop1e.,,

rn spite of-the military officialsr contentionof the scheme as.nthe only alternativer, ,.a Ju"fit.Colonel Mengistu.rs high-sounding addre"" 
"on"urning-the projecr at the Central Commfttee of the so_calledt'l,Iorkers r " party, the resettlement scheme has broughtabout a plethora of problems. These problems arecomplex and more intensified than that prevail in therelief camps of northern Ethiopia.
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'Ilhe question, here, is not whether a resettlement
project is desirable. Rather the question at present
is whether the current Ethiopian Government is genuinely
interested in resettlement and whether it can actually
underlake such a massive program of resettlement. On
both counts otrr ans[rer is in the negative.

I,rle strongly believe that certain necessary con-
ditions have to be fulfilled before embarkir-rg on such
scheme which involves millions of people. tle also
believe that the Ethiopian Military Government has
neither the democraEic character nor the competence
to meeE these important conditions.*

Tlre first and foremost condition is thst suctr
program should be volrrntary in nature; that is to say
tltat tlre resettlers, through persuasion, must be willing
and ready to participate in the resettlement proiect.
By the same token, the people who inhabit in the areas
wtrere the resettlement centers are located have also to
be aware of fhe project so that Ëhey can be cooperaLive
and hospitable.

Ttre Ilthiopian Mil itary Government has never
pursued such policy of persuasion; instead, it resorted
to a campaign of compulsion, either by conducti.ng
military-c.lmpaign-1ike-round-ups or by systematical.ly
reducing the amount of relief aid in the feeding centers
so that the famine victims could be compelled ro migrate
to the resettlement areas,

Furthermore, since the Military Governmentf entire
preoccr.rpation is to retain its political power at a dear
price of human suffering, its pro.jects suctr as [he
resettlement scheme are geared in the interest of strch
politically paroclrial end. The cardinal political
motive behind this scheme is simply to depoprrlate the
regions where the Government is encountering stiff
policical and military resistance and eventually to
relocate the people i.n barrack-like-vi11aEles, where it
would be propitiotrs for total control and strict sur-
veillance by the Military Dictatorslrip, Tlre Mil irary
ik The estimated annual cost of the scheme is $1.5 biLlion,

which is double rhat of the governmentts ânt"lua1 budget.
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Governmentts political ploy becomes self-eviderrt in its
embarkation upon the scheme without ever designating
the areas, regardless of ttre painstaking nature of the
survey, in the northern region which are believed to
be scorched and barren. NoneEheless, the Military
Governmentrs political straEagem is Eo deprive ttre
national movements and the democratic struggle of any
mass basis and to ultimately establish highly secluded
and regimented t'strategic Vllages" in the resettlement
loca t ions .

One of Èhe other aspects which Ëhe government,
while hastily embarking on such project, Eotally over-
looked was Ëhe logistical and organizational problems
that should have been taken into serious account. Apart
from Colonel Mengistuts project-mongering statement
in September l-985, it was only after Èhe implemenÈation
of the resetÈlement program commenced that some of the
pressing needs of the resettlers were addressed; and it
was only after the scheme became an accomplished fact
that the government appealed Èo international donors
for assisÈance. It was much later after when the re-
settlers !ûere put in double-jeopardy that Ehe Milirary
Government came up wiÈh a list of basic and indispensa-
ble items for the project such as agricultural machiner-
y, oxen, farming too1s, seeds, fertilizers, well-drill-
ing machinery, clothing, kiÈchen utensils, etc. etc.
As a consequence of such gravely deficient underÈaking,
not only the famine and the epidemics persist in the
resettlement cenEers, but between 50,000 to 100,000
people rüere also perished. And currently, according
to the expelled witnesses of the'rMedecins Sans
Frontieres" (Doctors hlithout Borders), the rate of death
in the resettlement centers is higher Ëhan in the feed-
ing camps at the climax of the famine.

On September 2, 1985, whiLe addressing the C.C.
of the r\üorkerstil party, Colonel Mengistu wàs forced
to admit that the resettlement scheme sras perfunctory;
he sÈated the time constraints which render it difficult
to collect sufficient data on harvesting and rainy
seasons in the resettlement locations in south-üIestern
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Etlriopia such as Metema, Gambeia, and Metekel. As aresult of which, the implementation of farming develop_
ment program üras randomry conducted and that theagricultural yield worrld show a decline to thac ofinitially anticipated production.

Ftrrthermofu, , deeply enErenched problem for theresettlers would be the inadeguacv of nourishmentsuitable for their cultural taste. First of all what isdesigned by crre Military Government for the resettlersin the farming development scheme is not on the basisof rheir diet habit, but on Ehe types of crops that theregional climate dictates, Secondly, at this initialphase, there is even a plan currently underway forplanting industrial or cash crops such as oil seedsand peanuts. These are not definitely for the immedi-ate consumption and therefore are non-beneficial forthe recuperating resettlers.

Final1y, according to the statement of Tamrat
Kebede, who is the chief architect of such scheme,the resettlers are not entitled to any land ownership;the farming land on which they resettled is solely
government property and that they eventually would beorganized in collecrive farms. thus it is gtaringlyevident that trre ultimate destination of the resettre-
ment scheme is collectivization. Nonetheless, thestate-ohrned large farms and collective farms which
have a one-tenth slrare of the country,s agriculIrrralproduction, are operating under stupendous diminishingreturns or even a[ a loss. In spite of such misdirect_
ed and mismanaged. trndertakings, 11.," Ethiopian MilitaryDictatorship, witlt an inertia of intrasigànce, pursuesan economic policy which sti11 depletes Èhe tru*àn a,ranatrrra1 resources of the country,

To sum up, the Ethiopian Military Government,s
Resettlement Scherne is engraved with plethora of
problems which account for an ever-escalating humansuffering. Malnorrrished and sick people 

"." 
involun_

tarily displaced, families are dismembered, thousands
of people are dying as a result of inadequate food,



medical care, cloLhing, shelter, etc. Tlrese
conrpel us to question and oppose the parochial
behind the governmentrs so-called resàttlemerrt
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factors
mot ive
scherne.


