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REÀL PROBLEMS ÀND FÀKE SOLUTIONS

Famlne ln Ethlopia has agal"n been maklng the headllnes ln the

!ÿestern mass medla over the last months. At least 3 rqilllon people

are affected by the current disaster. Their survlval depends once

agaln on the moblllsation of the International Community. This has

been the regular pattern since 1978. Às we have repeatedly stated,
there wlll be no end to the ordeals of the Ethioplan people as long

as the milltary dlctatorship contlnues to misrule our country.

That Ethlopla still flnds ltself at grips vrlth a deadly famlne,

almost 10 years after the revolutlon whlch did away with the feudal

autocracy, speaks volumes to the "achievements" of the rullng clique
Although this tragedy ls the most obvious testimony to the regl-me's

fallures and a glaring refutation of lts extraordinary claims, it is
only one aspect of the general crlsls of Ethiopian society.

In 1983, many "at,tempts" were made by the regime to tackle these

overwhelming problems. But all were at best as many subterfuges and

temporlslng devlces lntended to decelve national and lnternatlonal
opinlon- In March, the regime set out to "reorganlse" the country's
economy by a cabinet reshuffle whlch was the blggest shift of personnel

for years. Às the drive of mllltarisatlon contlnued, mllitary corunissars

were appointed for aII the adminlstrative regions and the capltal.

This was followed by a decree establlshlng an "Instltute of Natlo-
nalities,'. to work out a solutlon for the nationalities problem ln the

country. Thls measure did not, however, produce all the propaganda ef-
fects that the regime had expected. Itrs apologlsts had hardly enough

tlme to Sreddle the image of a reglme in search of "a democratic solut-
lon', to the problem. Barely one month after thls decree, the government's

real intentlons were unmasked when it lssued another proclamatJ.on on the

establishment of a compulsory "NATIONÀL MILITARY SERVICEU, allowlng for
all 18-30 year-old Ethioplans to serve ln the Armed Forces for at least
two and a half years. But as fresh troops vrere urgently needed for the

various war fronts ln Erltrea, Tigray, Hararge, Bale and sl-damo, the

government had no tlme to organlse thls costly escalation against the
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democratlc opposltlon. By late september, lt was forced to resort to
the old practlce of roundlng up young people and forcLbly dlspatchlng
them to mllltary camps ln Shoa, Hararge and Kaffa...

As should have been expected, none of the palllatuves lmprovlsed

by the dictatorshlgr got the country any nearer to the solutlon of lts
problems. These are not only fake solutlons. They are counter product-
lve, as their net result $1111 be â further wldenlng of the gap between

the reglme and the peoples of Ethlopla. But caught as lt ls ln a vlclous
clrcle, the rullng cllque cannot slmply do otehrwlse. All our country's
problems stem from the anti-democratlc and antl-natlonal nature of the

reglme ltself. Às such, the solutlons to the fundanental problema fac-
lng our country can only be resolved wlth the success of the struggle
belng waged to do away wlth the chauvlnlst mllltary dlctatorshlp and

Its forelgn masters.
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