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STATEIJE;.îTS - IAESS RELEASE - STATEMENTS - PRESS BELEASE

STATEÀ1ENI BY THE FOREIGN MISSION OF ME,ISONE IN THE OCCÆICIN OF

THE FIRST CON@ESS OF THE SÈCALLED TCCI4,'.IISSION TO ORGAI.IIZE THE
PÂRTY OF THE IVORKING PEOPLE OF ETHIOPIAN. June 29, l98O 

-The so-called Commission to Organize the Party of the
Worklng People of Ethiopla (COPWPE) has held its fl.rst congress
in Addls Abeba fron the 16th - 19th June 1980.

The puppet urilitary regiroe is trying to present this fes-
tival of the counter revolutlon as a nmomentousr event and is
forcing the people to njoyfully celebraten the occasion. But
the Ethiopian people who have fallen victim to the most ruth-
Iess repression and unprecedent famine under the rnilitary dic-
tatorship, surly know better than that. They have no reason
to rejoice. They expect nothing worthy to come out of this
congress for the simple reason that the actors of this macabre
show are those very traitors and counter revolutionary sclttls
that have ruined and sold out our country during the last three
yeers.

It is a congress for nothing. Congress or no congress,
the military dictatorship will never be able to cope with the
countless problems of the country wtrich are mainly of itts
own creation. This congress will not help to contain or appease
the ever widening opposition. The holding of thls congress will
ln no way put an end to the vicious lnternal strlfs of the
rlval factions scrambling for the spolls of power.

The COPWPE festlval comes at a tine when the country is
fast drifting into indescribable chaos. As a result of three
years of military dictatorship and soviet domlnation and explot-
tatlon, todayrs Ethlopia ls a rulned and ravaged land. The
ranks of the progresslve and patriotlc forces have been ruth-
lessly declmated. Two million people have left their homeland
in order to escape famine and represslon in the prison-state
of Ethlopia. Accordins !9 flgures given by the regirne ltself,
more than five milllon Ethiopians are famine-striken. As a
result of the scortched earth tactics pursued by the reglme
to sllence the legitinate struggle of Ethiopiafs progressives
and oppressed nationalitles, nore than half of the countryrs
administrative regions are devastated by war.

Judging by the pompous and triumphant propaganda caurpalgn
on the "achievments" of the regine that has preceded this cong-
ress, it is already clear that these serious problems will not
be touched upon during the sittings of the congress. It ls
also clear that the congress will not result ln a strengthing of
the dictatorshiprs hold on the country. The npartyn has al-
ready and laurentably faiLed to enlist the support of Ethioplars
progress5.ve and patriotlc forces. It has rlready and completely
been exposed as a gang of chauvinlsts and traltors devold of
any thing democrati.c or patriotic. The so-caLled rParty of the
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Working Peoplen has already failed to arouse the enthusiasur of
Ethiopiars workers and peasants who have suffered nost frout
the reginers pollcies.

Conscious of alL these bitter facts, and for rant of any-
thing better, the regi-ne is trying to give a- rhistorical dimen-
.iàni to thié congreës by orgairizing the nost extravagant and
cÿnical festival in the Éistôry of.Addis Abeba. It has been
eétimated that these celebratiôns (including free dlstribution
of cakes anci Pepsi Cola to all and every child in-the-city-and
othei fantastic'findings) will cost weli over 2.5OOO.OOO t'E t.
§uôn-waste would have àt-best been dismissed as a macabre joke
had it not been for the fact that at the same tfune nillions
of Ethiopians were at grips with the most deadly famine in the
countryrs history.

It goes without saying that, [lErISOt'lE, together. with all
Ethiopiais patriotic anà démocratic forces' wil}. ruthlessly
iignt'this êommissj.on and the 'workersr partyn. that will come

oui of it. It will continue the struggle for the recognition
of full democratic rights to the Ethiopian people, the crea-
tion of a genuine wor[erst party and for the right to.organize
oii,àr Oemoératic and patriotic iartles and the estabLishement
of a free and democraiic ethiopia on the ruins of the present
dictatorship and its foreign nasters.

HAVE Yq.' READ CXJB MARCH ISSUE ?

The ttlarch 1980 issue of "l{eu Ethiopia" containe the
ruif l"rt of the lntervleur given to tuo foreign Jout:
nàii"t" by FRElrlE ABAYT{EH' a taprasentatlva.cf tha un-

J""!"ornO'leadership of FlEttSONE at a meeting in
Addis Abeba ln September 19?9' It gl'ves a brlef out-
llne on lrlErIS0[{E' an analyaie of the Preaent aituation
in Ethiopla, our perepectives for tha.etruggle' llEr
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on Sovlet bloc intervention on Ethiopia'
its posltion on the Eritrean question, etc' If you

àave'not read thle hlstoricEl document, please urlte
ito us. ule ehall eend You I coPY'


