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THE 2OO MILLION DOLLAR SHOI{III

If, ae ras the declared Lntentlon, the 10th annlversary
raa to be oarked by rrfeaÈlvltlee that yl11 be renembered

by future gener6Èlonatt. rre cannot but concede that Èhe reglme
has eucceeded. LasÈ yeekra ertr6vagant ahor 1111 surely
be renenbered by fuÈure generaÈlonB. Just ae are et111 r?Eem-

bered the feetirltlea that rarked t,he 80th blrthday of the
trrant llalle Selaeale.

In 1912. the huge aune epent Èo eobelliah Addts Ababa

aÈ a tloe vhen hundredg of Èhoueands uere ât gripe vlth a

deadly farlne dleguated not only Et.htoplans but ran, fo-
relgnere aa ye11. But nor, colpared to the ehauelese and

fantasÈlc erceaaea of the l0th annlvereary at a tloe vhen

llterally ollllona are Èhreatened by farlne, the less than
5 1111lon dollars spent on that blrthday look as a soa11

trlbute pald to thê venitt of a senll ronarch.

Thls tlne the goveroent eobezzeled about 200 n111ion
dollare. Thlg ls only 50 rllllon ehorÈ of the total coffee
erport earnlnge tn 1982-1983 nhlch gÈood at 252 otlllon do1-
lare. The purpoee yas not only vanlty although the peraonal-
lty cu1È ÈhaÈ developed aroünd dictator Henglstu lefE no.doubt

on thaL The reglae ras also oüt to trprove" thât Èhe decade

of tureoll rras nor over and the count.rÿ uaa aÈ last at peace

and under control. But no devlce, honever poopoua. can really
uask the bltter re6lltles of todayra Ethlopla. If anythlng,
the unprecedented Becuritt reasurea yhlch for Dore than a

veek turned Addas Ababa 1rÈo a beeieged clty, cuÈ off fron
the reaÈ of the countrt, only proved thaÈ Èhe reglne has

Èhe uncolfortable feellng of Booeone alttlng on top of a

volcano.
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II 4 DIPLO}IÂTS DEFECT

Four Ethloplan dlplouaÈe have recently defected and

asked for polttlcal aeylur ln the veat. In February, Hr. Cel-
agay Zeude, Èhe Coloerclal Counaellor aÈ the eobaasy ln lfaeh-
lngton agked to relaln ln the US vhen Èhe governlent ordered
tyo Ethloplans to leave the countrÿ 1n retallatlon to the
erpulalon of four llerlcan dlplooats fror Ethi.opla. In llay,
Hr. Tesfaye Deoeke, Chargé drÂffalree at the aâle erbaoay
elnce Aprtl 1980, applled for polltlcal eeylur ln the US

vhen ordered to return houe for coneultaÈlons. llr. Teefaye
le the fourth enyoÿ to defect yhlle ln charge of the tJaehlng-
ton enbasey al.nce 1974. In June, the Ethloplan arbaesadore
to llerlco and llorth Yenen left Èhelr reapectlve poata and

requeated polltlcal aaylur.

EUROPBAN PÀRLIÂ}IE}IT : Â CÂLL FOR PEACE III

lJhlle generously reepondlng to the governrentra requeet
for econoolc and hulanlÈsrian aasloÈance. yeaEern goyernEenta
and voluntary agenclea have 1n the past expreaeed deep concern
about the arned confllcte ln the Horn and the huoan rlghBe
slÈuatlon 1n Ethlopia. In llne ylth thls long atandlng con-
cern, the European ParllaoenÈ adopted ln Hay a regolutlon
rhlch tf loplenented could lead Èo pêace ln thla troubl.ed
reglon.

The European Parllaruent 1nv1Èed the Ethloplan govern-
Eent to find a peaceful and negotlaÈed Eolutlon for the Erl-
trean qlteaÈ1on, conderne Èhe lntervenÈlon of the US§R and lte

alllee ln the Horn of Afrlca and callg for Ehe loredlate
vlthdranal of all forelgn troops fron Ethlopla.

L
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rIA TETI TEÂR DEYELOPHENT PLÂI{ TO BE LAUNCHED

À ceneue due to be publlahed at the end of the year

puÈs the populatlon of Ethlopta at Eore Èhan 44 nl1llon.
Unttt nov, per caplta flguree calculated on the basls of
a rough eBÈlüste of 28-30 11lllon used to Put Ethtopla at
the bottou of the 31 Least DeveloPed Countrles' only ahead

of Bouhtan and Chàd. llov the nev flgures nake Ethl.opla the
poorest country ln Âfrlca tf not tn the vor1d. Thts sl11
alao puÈ Èhe countrt, potentlally one of the rlchesÈ ln Afrl-
ca, at the bott.o! of ooat other staÈlaÈlcal taülee.

The goverre.nÈ lg out to Ittacklett thla probler by laun-

chlng an aabltlous l0-year developnent p1an. Thls envlsagee

total lnvestrent of nearl, l5 000 1111lon US dollars and

aets an annual BroyÈh rate of 6.51 11Èh the ain of doubllng
Bthloplare GllP by 1994. Thla gounds unreallsÈ1c not because

the counÈryra hulan and natural reaourcea do noE perolt euch

a grovth raÈe, but due to the fact that durlng the comlng

,eara, the Bovernrent ul11 8ure1y have to epend blllions
of doltara for trdefenae and aecurttyrr.

Âe Sovlet and other Eaat block ilaealstancett ls largely
conflned to the rllltary and aecurity epheres, the reglme

ls looklng to ïeatern aources for la developnenÈ p1an. It
haa been calculated Èhat 7OZ of Èhe coat vt11 have to be

erternally flnanced.



DJIBOUTI ! RETURNE AIID }I81.' REFUGEES

0n Septeober 19, 1983 yhen the traln carrying the flrst
Broüp of l7l voluntary returneea fror DJtboutl arrlved at
the sua11 Ethloplan degerÈ toun of Âdlgala, the paaaengera
recelved sn elaborate yelcole frol goyernrent. offlclale,
oeobere of the dlplooaÈ1c corpa and reprelrenEatlves of the
lnternatlonal nedla. Ae of llay 30, 1984 sone 6700 Ethloplans
(accordLng to UIIHCR flgurea) are eald to have returned vla
Èhle progranle vhlch u8a aet up bÿ â trlpartÿ agreelent bet-
veen Èhe governrents of EÈhtopla and DJlbouÈL, and the UllllCR

in 1983.

Even 1f one adlltB the unreallatlc flguree of 13,000
reÈurneea, 1t ahold be noted that Èhla only repreaenta a

thtrd o.f the ÈotE1 nunber of Ethioplan refugees already re-
Sistered in DJlbouEi. But accordtng ro UilHCR offlclale,
the tt,o governoenÈa already clala thaÈ ttlarge scale repatria-
tlon of refugees to EÈhlopla ig practlcallÿ over, although
snal1 nurbere of refugees ri11 probably repatriate for eone
Èlne to coEe.

llhat then yl11 be the
do not YanE Èo return? lrlll
from recent developnenÈ the

of the vast DaJori Èy vho

alloned Èo st.ay? Judglng
are not promlslng. In

fa te
they be

omens

The Ethtoptan governrenÈ rade ouch fuse about thls rrairc-

cessttand not aurprlalngl, cate out yith utld clalls con-
cernlng the nunber of returneeg. l{oy te are told that ano-
ther 7000 people have been reglstered by the governoent, s

rellef coooieglon after havlng returned ttepontaneouely and
by thelr oun oeansrt. 0ver and above the polltlcal dlvldend
erpecÈed frou thls rireturn to norlaltr the goyernlent loet
no tlle ln trylng to oake ooney not only out of the real
and flctltl,ous rrreÈurneesr but aleo requeated funds for rian

eeÈloaÈed l50r000rr Èhat are erpected Èo return frol Soralla
durlng the coalng oonthe. A total of l4 refugee and reEurnee
rehabllltaÈ1on proJects rorth 40,090,000 US dollare vere
thus presented to the ICAIÂ II ûeeÈlng held ln Geneva 1n

July 1984.
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Bplte of the DJtboutl governentrs agsurances, they vlll proba-
bly be forced to accept trÿoluntart repatrlatlonr, or Èo leave
the counÈrt. The goyern[ênt does not rant theee refugees
Èo sta, and atlll less to l"nÈegraÈe on a pernanent basls.
llr. Âlt llelor, the erecutrve aecretary of the ONÂRS (lrattonal
0fflce for Âaaletance to Refugeea and vlctlrs of l{aturar
Illeaaterr) recently erplarned that it ra for thts reaaon
Èhat DJlboutt chose not to rake a eubulsoion to ICIRA II
for lnfrastructural agaletance related Èo the preaence of
refugeea ln the counÈrt.

Â durable solutlon is therefore still far froo reallty.
Faced rlth the BpecÈre of forced repatrlaÈlon, soEe have
already BÈarted to leave Èhe countr,, sometlneg at great
rlaka for thelr llvea. ' llhole farllleg have croesed over
Èo Sonalla to reglaÈer once agaLn as refugeea there. Recent_
ly a group of l2 young refugeea arrlved at a carlp in Tnava
(eaetern sudan) and had an erÈraordlnary adventure t.o reraÈe:
They left DJlboutl fearlng thaÈ the reralnlng refugees nere
to be deported to EÈhlopta. They nanaged to reach HorÈh
Ïeuen on a snall boaÈ, then Saudl Arabla and froo Èhere they
had to croas the Red Sea once agaln to Erltrea and fLnally
endlng up ln thle carp ln Sudan t

It ahould be recalled that thlB repatrlat.ion prograome
had been Juatlfled on the grounds that the reagons for the
orlg{na1 fltght fror Ethlopla no longer erlgted. But eyen
nhlle the parÈl.ee to thle agreeEent are uaking ruch fuss
about the xeuccegsfultt progranne, everyone knors thaÈ ney
aayluu seekers are arrlvng ln DJlbouti. Late laet yesr a
U}IHCR epokesran conceded that aboüt 50 people a day uere
fleelng fror Ethlopla to seek asyluo ln DJlboutI. These
people knov hov unrélcone they are ln t.hat counÈrÿ. The
uere fact that they seeE prepared to take greaÈ risks speaks
voluree abouÈ the unbearable sltuatlon ln Ethlopla.

And the rlske are very high. 0n ÂugusÈ 27, l9g4 offi_
clal sources ln DJlbouÈ1 dleclosed thBt 175 Et,hioplana had
been deported durlng the flrst half of the tronth. The group
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iraa eacorted to t.he boarder Èonn of Galafl and handed over
to BÈhloplan nllltary authorlttee.

III SOVIET HOLD A}ID C UBÂil IIT{ITHDRAI{ALII

Â eophlstlcated canpalgn of nlslnforlatton' raster-
llnded froo Addla Âbaba, haa long been underrs, to 8u88eEt

that the HeSlstu dlctatorahlp could be veaned aray frol lts

rellance on the Sovlet Unlon. Over the yeara, and deepite

an everlncreaelng hold of the Sovleta and thelr allles' thla

caopalgn enJoyed I sürprlslng degree of corplalaance froo

restern goyernoeats and voluntary agenclea. It reached neY

helghts 1n recent Eonths vhen nev6 concernlng the irvlth-

drasall of Cuban troops started to rake headllnee ln the

vesUern Preaa. In e8r1, February, a fev veeke after the

erplualon of Âaerlcan dlplolata frol Âddla Àbaba' rldlculous

but no less orchegtrated ileaketr eYen Yerlt aa far aa oug-

gestlnB that trro Soviet dlplolata eere expelled froo Èhe

countrÿ on chargea of rrapylngl for the f,GB'

For eooe tlre nor, lnelgniflcant rrnatl'onallatü EeatureE

ve11 calculated t'o confuge lnternÉtlonal publlc oplnlon have

been taken as proof of the rraubiguous[ naÈure of the regloero

relatlons rrlth Èhe Sovtet block' But for ue Ethlopian Pa-

trloEa, there Ie nothlng alblguous ln the regllers sttltude'

The crlppled econoly f'o" drlven the dlctaEorshlp Èo seek

to luprove lÈa relatlone rlth the l{eet ln order to attract

rore ecooolic and huoanltarlan aid and 8tran8'e a8 lÙ [aÿ

aeeo to obtaln the hard currenct lt needs to p8ÿ for Sovlet

arme dellvertee' Ànd this cannot be taken Eg a shov of resls-

Èance to Sovlet dontnatlon'

The fact of

po11Èlc81 hold on

EthloPla 1e fast
Afrlcs.

the Datter 1s that foreign rllltary

our counEry le gronlng eYer tlghter

turnlnB lnto the c1oae8È Sovlet a1ly

has accounted for nore

' the Sovlet UnlEon Èo

and

and
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Èhan half of all
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