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AN INTEF,VIEI'' TO THE B.B.C.

The following is the text of an interview given to the
B.B.C by comrade Negede Gobezie, foreign affalis spokesman
of the METISONE. It was played on the prograrnme of nFocus

on African on the 31 Decernber 1979, and on rThis week and
African on Saturday 5-1 -80 in the morning and afternoon
proglammes.

B.B.Crs INIRCDUCTION TO THE INTERVIEÿÿ
a

. -l'lEtIS-OMr.one of the.Ieft wing groups in Ethiopia thathas found itself in. opposition to itré rriing càü.ii,-tÈ"
?"I9, .i" claiming. that its supporters are still beeins ar_rested and that thousands.are- being hetd :.n jàit.-i""if,à
early days, after the military cou[ rive vàaiJ-àào,'l,eTisor.ecooperated with the.Derg. But- in t97r, llpirsor.r-Ëàir-,ouiwith--the Derg accusing it of abandonlng üre piincipf"À-àfthe Nationar Democratic Revorution erograrre and went underground. l,lEttrSoNE was-then badly hut ty-tnJ-oerô;""nàï iË""o"campalgn and: many of its leadérs and-supporteis *ere iàu_
$eq gp and detaiÀed. one tulEii§ôNe-ià"0ài'*Ëj-ê;";Ë; ih"nRed_Te*ortr-was Dr.Negede coueiiâ iio is now tÆ;isôlr;;
IgIgl.Sn arfaits spoksman. patrick G1lks asked him u,ht
lE:Isot\E had brokàn with thà Ë;d il-Ie7i-;; ffir'i #r1,MEtrsoNE supporters were rost auiinô tÉé'nàâ-rl,rroi'ËLp"rgn.

P.G. yùhat in fact are your differences with the PMAC ?

E. we did not ally ourserves with the Derg for opportunlstreasons. It was a principled alllance É"r"à à[-i["-""_ceptance bv the miritarÿ. sovàinreni-àr tr," N;;i;n;ï ÈËiocratrcRevorution prosramme. rlié nrôliàmme, which *i-Iïiir-ioisiaeras the comprehensive suide riné iôr tr,à'-ËiËi"iiIn-i"-ràiütionprovides anong other irrings, furi-àxàrcice -6i-àô*";;;;i;
rights for the Ethiopian peôpfà in"iuOing the right to orga-nize-in.rnanv politicàr paitià-. iï-iiovioes the riqht foratl.Ethiopian nationarities tà-sàirlâàt;rmi";ïi";-Xiià iltion"rregionar. autonomy. rt provides rài-a-rorèis;i-ioiï"ÿ"Ë"IËoon strict non-arione,eht as unaeritàoà-il-;;#";-;àrili=in-dependent from ali rô.àisÀ-pà*à;;:--"'

During the time of ôur'aIllance the Derg more or less

§
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respected all these. But startlng from Aprll 1977 tl becane
clear that tJre Derg was betraying all thls cornnlttments.
And glven this fact the cholce nre had at that tlne was eithet
to accept this betrayal and nalntaln our alllance or break
this alllance and go underground.

PÆ. Not too rnany of your people were arrested ln Augrust 77
but subsequently the next year there was a red terror

organlzed by the governrnent and the other organizations
against METI,SONE or against people thought to belong to
METISONE. Did you loose a lot of people ln this red terrot?

§§,. I thtnk lt would be fair to say flrst that the red
terror was not organlzed against METISONE alone. It was

organized egalnst all opposltion to the nllltary. It was
organlzed to terrorize the whole Ethloplan people lnto sub-
mission. Hundreds and speclally from among the youth and the
workers have perlshed durlng this period and many others
were forced into exlle. Thousands, among whom we have 2O.OOO
comrades nere throvvn lnto the Dergts Jalls.

Sôme people tend to thlnk that with the red temor
period over ln March 1978, the Derg has grounr less represslve
and that thlngs have developped for the better ln Ethlopla.
In fact a new and more subtle represslon, speclally and
nalnly dlrected agalnst I,ETISONE and patrlotlc and democratic
forces has developped in the country. I thlnk 1t ls ùnpor-
tant to note thls polnt because out of the 20.æO ptisonets
that væ have in the Dergrs jalls, more than half were arîês-
ted after the end of the .red terrori perlod.

!É. So ln a sense arrests are sttll going on ?

§1§. Yes they are still golng on.

P.G. And killings ?

§É. Klllings, not as theyrused to be during the trred terrortr
period.

P.G. Glven the number of people whour you say have been ar-
rested and kllled duilnà the ,reà terrôri period and

subsequently do you stiII have a functlonal organlzation
lnside Ethlopia ? I mean how strong would you say L{ErISCtlE
actually ls now ?

§Q. We canrt deny that the organization has been weakened,
but ue have now a completly secret Ieadership wtrich

works snoothly and we contlnue, even under thls repression
to put out our paper nThe Volve of the Massesn. We are re-
organizlng the cells ln the factorles, in the kebelles, ln
government offices, in schools. We are very carefully worklng
withln the army and the militla. ÿIe are now, you know, really
engaged in organlzational and polltical tasks. Honestly, I
should say that a lot remalns to be done.
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P.G..Given-all this-do you thlnk that there is any chance
now of reconciltation between you and the Deig, themllitary èouncil ?

N.G. WilI you see, we are fightlng for the reallzation of
. clear objectives. We allied ôurselves wlth the Derg

yhen we thought that thls would advance the cause àf iheEthlopian revolution. Ule broke thls alllance when rïê con-sidered that lt was self defeatlng. The Derg taken as a wholeis no more consldered by EthioplaÀ progressives ai à Oèno-cT?-ti!.and patriotic force and no rècoictliation is posslblewlth it.

!1§. Now, you yourself returned some months after METISONE
. had.in fact gone underground and you returned in secret

and spent a llttle tlme in the Cuban eÀbassy in Addis Abeba,
was this in fact an attempt at reconcillation and rvere yougolng back to.try_and see if there can be any agreement Éet-
ween you and the Derg.

N.G. The Cubansat that tine took the lnittatlve to help 1n

- 
nesociations between tne piogiàsàirà-àiàràniI iiiif,inthe Derg and À,iEtISOE.-r,te were- not opposed to negociations.

But.we had.our prtncipled positlons iôr thls negScfàif6Às.
We demanded the release of all ptogressive pris6ners lnclu-dlng those democrats and patrlots iho r,ære irot members ofour organlzation. ltle wanted a return to unity on thebasls of the Natlonal. Democratic Revolutlon Èrogiame..àutthe rightists withln the Derg opposed this atteript àt re-conciliation.

!Q. You could'nt find enough support for reconciliation
within the Derg ? '

L9. No we dld'nt.

!1Q. There-were reports at that time that you had recelved
help in going back to Addis Abeba froir both Cuba and

USSRr^from Russia. llhat in.fact are METISONETs relationshlps
wlth Cuba and Russia ? Do you have c.Lose relatlons with thése
two countries ?

NÆ. The Soviet Union had nothlng to do with thl.s. As âr or-ganization lye never had rel.ations with the Soviet Unl.on.
As clearly lndlcated in our plogtanme and the Natlonal Demo-cratic Revolution Programme, nte stand for a foreign pollcy
based on strict non-allgnement, we did not fiqht àmeiican
imperialism to fatl tntô the sihere of Sovlet lnfluence.

This patrlotic and revolutlonary stand of strlct non-
alignement has always been an obstacle to good relattonswlth the Sovlet Union. You should not forgét that counter-
revolutlon and repression agalnst our organizatlon and other
democratic and patriotic forces have grown hand ln hand with
growing Soviet involrrment ln Ethlopla.
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P.G. Do vou in fact cooperate with other organizations who

- 
are'opPosed to tjte Derg ?

N.G. You see. there are two kinds of opposition to the nI-:- Iiiarv.'As a natter of principle cooperation with the
rtlhtiat oiposition. the Ethiopian Democratic Union and other
iàiiéi ttrat'ne consider as reactionarles is out of question
ior us. But ne bave nade a call to all progressive-and deBo-
ciàtic forces to unite on the basis of the NetionaL Denocta-
tiè Àevol.ution Frogranne of April 1976' and to coordinate
thelr struoqle for democracy and the national lndepedence
or Ètnioptàl At this early atage, aII ÿÿe can say ls that the
resooniè'væ have received fron these democratic and patrio-
tic'forces is reâlly encourâging.

P-c. Do vou actually see any possibility of a successfulL

- 
uroâd based opposition movenent taklng over from the

nlutary regi.De ?

N.G. lftll volt see. ther€ is actually a broad based opposltlon

- 
to ttrér Eifltâry rêgtuË. It exlsts. There is no region in

EthlôDie 'rher€ tàe ieople are not rising in defense of their
rÀ"àiütionarv victoiie! galnld during the years 19721-n. The
probleD, I tirink, Ls not one of the lnexistence of thls
broad bàsed oopoêition but of its unlty. l'le ar€ tlying to
bitnq alt theià forces, all thls deEocrats, all these patrlots
lnio-a tnrlv natlonal ievolutlonary front on the bases of
the Nationai DerDocratlc Revolution PloqEatrüe of 1976.

P-G. i{ho would be orqanizlno. hÀo would run this front' is

- tt " 
vehtcle foi MEr IsanE to try to take por€r itself ?

N.G. No. It rvtll be a natlonal front ln uhlch all denocratlc

- 
and patriottc forces could particlpâte equaly.

P.G. Neoede Gobs?ie of the Ethioplan oppositlon

- r,E i rsclE .
Eovernent:

HAVE YOU REAO OUR LAST ISSUE ?

ThB llarch 1980 lssue of nNet' Ethloptsr contelns the

iirir i"l<i sf thg lntsrvisu glven to èt'o fo'êlgn lôu!'
,"ir"i" ur FREIJE ABAYI{EH,. r€Pr€lentstlvÉ of the un-

liioiiunà'r""a"""hiP of nE'Iso E at E meatlns ln
eoii"-Ài"t" in ssPt;nber 19?9' It 9lvEs s bri6f out-
iiii-"i-iÈ; rê oni ' en anaryÉrs or the plBsênt situstlon
i. itii."i", our'perapactivee for the stru9916' llEr

iioli;"-!t"ia on bo,iàt broc 1ntê!v.ntlon in Ethlopts'
ii" ro"iiro" on the Erit!6an queBtlon' Etc' If you

iir"'i"i .""a this historlcst document' pIBas6 ullt€
to us. lIe shall aÉnd You e coPY!
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