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ME'ISONE AND HE STRUGGLE FOR NATIONAL INDEPENDENCE (contd. )

As nre have noted already, the main airn of the rightist
alliance at this time was the total liquidation of the dual
power situation that developed in the country after 1976. The
Soviet Union was also interested in this because it was convinced
that if the situation continues uncheked it would lead to the
establishement of a democratic and independent Ethiopia. And
such a democratic victory was incompatible with soviet domination.

By lÿtsy 1977, lhe contradictions between the new rightist
alliance led by Mengistu and his organization SEDED on the one
hand and the democratic forces led by METISONE and the PCli.lOA
on the other were clearly comming to the open. A1I the reactionary
forces that were formerly backing the Alenayehu cli.que now
stood behind SEDED. Using the sane old arguments aboutrrlaw and
ordertr they opposed thedevelopment of the democratic mass orga-
nizations and the immediate proclanation of full democratic
rights. They pointed to the rdangersn that would follow if the
arming of the nCommittees for the Defense of the Revolutionr
was to be continued. Fearlng the development of the democratic
mass organizations which they did nor control, the SEDD leaders
switched around and sided with the rightist forces. The questions
of democratic rights and arms again bècame the central issues
of contention between revolution and counter revolution in
Ethiopia.

Faced with this betrayal, the popular masses, under the
leadership of ITIETISONE and the PCNIOA regularly took to the streets
and staged massive demonstrations to support their democratic
demands and to oppose the volte-face operated by the SEDEIoppor-
tunists. The response of the new rightist alliance was however,
a stepping up of the repression and the acceleration of the-
drlve to dismantle the democratic mass organizations. Arests
and assasinations again started to take a heavy toll of the
democratlc forces.

In thls context, it is not surprising that the increasing
soviet i.nvolvement in Ethiopiais internal affairs soon became
an element of the internal class struggle and an issue of
contention between the rightists and i,Ëe denocratic forces. As
a matter of course, all the forces wtro stood behind METISONE
and demanded the immediate proclamation of full democratlc rights,
the arming of the people, the consolidation of the democratic-
mass organizations and the continued partlcipation of the
people in the revolutlonary process opposed soviet interventioni1 the countryrs internal affairs. On the other hand, SEDED andall the rightist forces behind it welcomed sovietrinternationa-
li9*, not only to compensate for the dwindling popular supportbut also to acquire the means for the liquidatiôn of the âèmo-cratic process.

For the Eth
tives behind the

ioplan people, the issues at stake and the mo-
rightistsr stand were lncreasingly becomi.ng
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clear. Consequently, hardly two months after the offi.clal endingof American presence in Ethlopla, the slogans of nNational
Independencer and trSe1f rellancen found their rlght place
along side the other burning i.ssues of the Ethloplan ievolutlon.

Thus, when Mengistu Haile Mariaur left for Moscow in May
1977, the breach between his group and METISONE was already
there. The soviets who vrære closely followlng the internat- strugglein Ethiopia and who knew the respective positions of the conten--
ding forces, wele quick to exploit these differences. Just as
they were trying to play off the EPBP against the rright oppor-
tunisttr METISONE in the years preceding '1977, l"hey now poured
admiratlon on the rirevolutj.onary and internationaltstn SEDED
and vilified the rrmaoistn and rrbourgeols nationalistr METISONE.
Mengistu returned wlth clear instructions concernlng the for-
mation of a pro-soviet rrworkerst partyr and the creatlon of a
soviet backed 'rrevolutionary armytr that was to npacLfyn and
subdue the Ethiopian people. For the purpose he was assured that
soviet assi.stance in the forro of political, mllitary and security
advisors would be forthcoming. The stage was thus set for the
unprecedented repression and the counter revolutionary develop-
ment that were to follour soon.

In Juner dlsturbing signs of the impending Somali invasion
were clearly perceptible. lIETISONE militants, specially those
in the Harargue region, filed. reports which stressed the danger
and demanded the reinforcement of Ethiopiars defences in the
Ogaden and the immediate arming of the democratic peasantsr and
workers, organizations in the region. But the reactionary civil
and military bureaucrats on the one hand and the Soviet Unlon
and i.ts alIies on the other hand had their own reasons to
minimize this danger. The internal rightists argued that METISONE
was deliberatly flexaggeratingn the danger in otde! to get arms
for nitstr peasants and workers. The Soviet Unlon and its allles
wanted to disrupt the countryrs defences in the Ogaden ln the
hope of pressurizing the Derg into accepting an trEast African
Federationrf in which the Ogaden could be lncluded as an autono-
mous component. They provided nintelligencetr reports whlch not
only concealed the Somali preparations but also went as far as
suggesting that units of the Ethiopi.an army stationed in the
Ogaden be transfered to the North West Gonddr region where nthe
EDU and Anerican Imperialism were preparing an all out offen-
sive against the revolutionrr. Despite repeated warnings on the
part of llilE'ISONE and patriotic officers the rightists comp-
lacently fell into the trap. In June 1977, the næSET TORI an
elite mechanized brigade stationed in the @aden was moved
to the North Urest. Hardly a month later, in July.1977, t-he
Somali army swiftly moved into the Ogaden and within a few days
reached the outskirts of Haræand Dire Dawa...

Even while the Ogaden region was ablaze, the rightists did
not loose sight of the internal class struggle. Not only they
intensified the repression against the democratic forces but
they soon proceeded to disarm the trunreliablen and rrPro-[,ETISONEtr
peasantst associations and started a policy of arming the
AMHA?.A and other landlords in the regions. The terms of trNarro$r-
nationalistrt and rsomali agentrr were used systematically to
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Iiquidate all the progressive elements of the oppressed natio-
naLitles and the POvIOA militants in the region. At the same
tlme a policy of ttNational reconciliation?r was inaugurated in
order to enable the country,'to cope with the Somali agressionr.
By virtue of this theory, former high ranking officers-that
have been purged from the army for opposing the revolution
were called back to active servicesand placed at key posts.
But the so-ca.Lled nreconcili.ationn stoped there. At the same
time dozens of democratic and patriotic young officers were
disrnissed, arrested or executed both at the ironts and in otherparts of the country. As METISONE opposed all these developmentsits mi.litants were increasingly and systematically harassed andpersecuted. Faced with this situation the choice left to the
organization was either to accept the betrayal and maintain the
alliance with the Derg or break the alliance and go under-
ground i.n order to continue the struggle. METISoNE rnade theIater and honourable choice and on the 2oth of August 1972r
the minlsters, high tanking government officials, pOlvlOA caàres
and other nilitants that were engaged in legal wôrk went under-ground.

Once the Somali army was in full control of the Ogaden,the Soviet Union summoned the two sides to Moscow and ôrderéd
negociations that were to lead to an rtEast African Federationtron the lines described above. The Ethioplan delegation refusedto accept the trfait accomplir and insteâd demandéd the total
withdrawal of Somall troops from the Ogaden. Not only the nego-clations failed but pro-american circlès in Ethiopia'were quickto rdiscoverr the soviet plot and to put strong piessure ori the
Derg to restaure the alriance with the united Stâtes. This spectreof the.tramerican optionn, the fear of 1osing the newiy acquiiedIucrative arms trade with Ethiopla, the proèpects of fiaII'round
cooperationr with a potentially rich country, the stand takenby most African states wtro condemned the agiéssion and above arlthe irnpossibility of staying nneutralr... àff these faciors
combined to persuade the soviet union and its arlies to chooseside and stand behind the Derg. This choice was rewarding Inwhat was to becone the most important armsrdeal in Afrièanhlstory, Ethiopia soon bought sophisticated soviet mâterial
worth hundleds of millions of dollars. At the same time Sovietbloc military and security nadvisorsr flocked to Ethiopià.

- VeTy soon the country-started to become the scene of unpre_cedented and blind repression as the rightists and their newarries set out to liquidate arl the demôcratic mass orgânizations
and the.vanguard elements of the pre -1977 period. Thus-hardlysix months after the lrdiscoveringh of the ÈtniopiaÀ ievôlutionby the Soviet Union and.its alliès, not only thà whole iàgionwas emblazed but also the revolutiôn entereà a phase of agonythat was to increase with growing soviet invofvmàni-in-ln"countryrs internal affairs.

Ingpite of the repression, and indeed because of it. theopposition to the Dergrs rule and to increasing soviet dôminationcontlnued unabated. The people continued to stiuggre for theirdemocratic rights and demanded that they be aro,ed-io àÀieno tnecountry and the revorution. But by the énd of the year the rift

I
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between the democratic forces and the Detg was so serious that
any positive xesponse to this popular and patriotic demand
becarne out of the question. The masses were not trreliablen.
Instead, the Derg decided to call in Cuban troops to ltdefend
the Ethiopian revoluti6yl[. Jhê real purpose was however to liqui-
date the rising democratic and patriotic opposition within the
armeci forces and in the country as a whole. Thus in january 1978,
hardly a month after the arrival of foreign troops in the country,
The Derg unleashed what it called the t'red terror" campaign.
This perlod, which will go on record as one of the darkest pages
in the contenporary history of Ethiopia, officialy lasted two
months. Litera]Iy thousands (5000 according to conservative
estimates made by Amnisty International) of young Ethiopians,
workers, intellectuals, officers and soldiers, vanguard elements
of the oppressed nationalities etc. were slaughtered by the
regimers henchmen. During the months that followed, mass arrests
took a heavy toII of the democratic forces. By August 1978, more
than 20.OOO militants and elected representatives of the demo-
cratic mass organizations were already thrown into the over-
crolded prisons of the firevo].utionarytr regj.me.

It is significant to notethat when Fide1 Castro visited
Ethiopia for the first time in March 1977, the Ethiopian revolu-
tion was c.Le Iy on the offensive. And there were no foreign
soldiers'rdefendingrrit. But by the time he returned to the
country in Septembeî 1978, one wonders if he had realized whatIInternationalisn[ has done to the Ethiopian revolution. With
the rrlnternationalistrr material, moral, political and diplo-
ruatic support, a whole generation of marxists, democrats and
patriots, those very elements who constituted the vanguard forces
of the revolution when Castro first came to Ethiopia had already
been decimated and Ethiopia had turned into a rrprison staten.

Once the way was thus cleared for the trconsolidation'r of
the counter revolution, the Derg and its foreign alLies turned
their attention to the task of forrnalizing and institutlonalizing
Ethiopias dependence on the Soviet Union. This Led to the
signing of the trEthio-Soviet treaty of friendship and cooperationn
and to the .accelgration of the efforts to regroup the high ranking
civil and military bureaucrats into a soviet dominated trworkersl
Party of Ethiopiatr.

The [friendship treaty" was signed in l,loscolv in November
1978. It may be pointed out that this is the kind of treaty that
the Soviet Union invoked to justify its invasion of Afghanistan.
In addi.tion to the general provisions dealing with rtthe develop-
ment and deepeni-ng of unbreakable relations in the political'
economic and trade fields'r which are designed for the further
exploitation of the country, the treaty contains some provlsions
that are clearly incompatible with Ethiopiars sovereignty.

The first such provision is the one dealing with 'rmilitary
cooperation'r. Articles 1O of the treaty declares "In the interest
of ensuring the defence capability of the high contracting parties
they shall conti.nue to cooperate in the military fieldrt. This
provision not only allows the continued presence of foreign
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troops in Ethiopia but has also opened the way for Soviet mili-
tary bases in the country. It gives the Soviet Union and its
allies thetbightr to train and control Ethiopiars armed and
security forces. It gives them the tightr to flood the country
with sophisticated weapons of nass slaughter that are being
used against the people. În the past 3 years, Ethiopia which
is one of the last developed countries in the world, has disbur-
sed well over 2 Billion U.S dollars to pay for the arms imported
from the Soviet Union. The various wars and the repression
sustained by soviet arms and foreign troops, and the need to
pay for the material and the rrservicesn have already disorga-
nized the Ethiopian economy and have turned the country into
a ravaged land.

. Another provision of this 'rfriendship'r treaty is the one
dealing with Ethiopiars foreign relations. According to art.1l,
the country is not allolved to enter into any allianèe or partièi-
pate in any alignment of states or in actions or measuresi, direc-ted against the Soviet Union. Ethiopia cannot ,tenter into anyinternational agreements incompatible with this treaty". The'diplomatic and [internationalistr jargons not withstaàding,
thls article simply rneans that the Soviet Uni-on will dictàte
Ethiopiats-foreign policy. The Dergts denunciation of the peoples
Republic of China, its stand in the Vi.etnam/Kampuchea issue, its
approval of the soviet invasion of Afghanistan, its role in'the
non-aligned movement etc. are but a few examplès to show thatthe Ethiopian regime has turned the country into a protectorate
of the Soviet Union.

ParaIIeI to this attempt aimed at providing a legal frame-
work for its domination, the Soviet Union also encouràged theefforts of the Derg to create.a rworkerst party of Ethiopia,r.
The preparations to form the party were directiy superviôed andcontroled by the Soviet Union and its a]Iies. A'certain V.
charaeve and the cuban Raul valdes vivo were particularly activein these preparations whi-ch led to the creatiôn of a "commissionto organize the Party. of the working peoples of Ethiopiaia(COpfuiin December 1979. With the creation-o? tiris commissioir. atfother.politicar groupings were formarly outlawed and pénalties
S.ncruding capitar punishment were decreed for opposi-tion to the
conmissionrs work. This put the country on the èôurse of a singleparty military dictatorship under the èontrol of the soviet unionand its loca1 agents.

But in a traditionally patriotic society such as Ethiopia,all this betrayal and soviet domination are not going unchailaÂ-
9ed. For the Ethiopian. people soviet domination is n6t onlynational.disgrace..It has come along with itrs lot of représsion,terror, famine, exi_Ie.and misery. As far as I,,ETISONE is èoncerneé,it has never envisaged the stru§gre for ethiopiàiÀ naiionar in-dependence in isolation from thé-overall revoiutionary àndeavou:.Concerning.the foreign policy that is to be followect by th" 

"eu,Ethiopia it has crearry opted and fought for consistanf non-alignement. part II, E of_its potiticàI programme, OÀvàtôO tothe question of national indepèndence crèariy-à{"i""-iÀiè option.It also underlines that :



ItAll treaties and agreements to which Ethiopia has been a party
of and vihich violates its national rights and independence are
+.o be abrogated". As for Inilitary cooleration', it states, in
no uncertain terms ?rthe country shall not be a party to mili-
tary pacts and alliances of any sort. No foreign military force
shall be harboured nor any foreign military base maintained on
the Ethiopian soilrr.

This is crystal clear. The Ethiopian people and their
vanguard Ii,ETISONE will never accept soviet domination. As part
of the struggle for democracy, self determination and socialjustice, they will continue to fight for the restauration of
the motherlands national independence. In this struggle, the
Ethiopian peoples know that all progressive mankind is on their
side. They are also convinced that however protracted and dif-
ficult the struggle may be, they will surely triumph and create
a new, denocratic and independent country on the ruins of all
trai.tors and their foreign mastersl
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