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29.th Scptember 1983

Dr. P€rêz ôc Cucllar
Gcneral Sêcretary
Unlted Natlonr
Nev Iork

Your Exccllency,
On the occaslo of the comlng vlrlt to the Unlted lfâtlons by thê

Ethloplan head of atâte, colonel itenglsÈu Halle Marlame, wc rould llke
to drar your ettentlon to the pllght of the Ethloplan people and to
appeal to your excellency to ralse thê lssue of Human Rights ln our
country durlng the dlctator,r atay ln New york.

It ls Indced an lnsult both to our people and to the rest of
Àfrlca that an lmpoator of hle klnd should be allowed to use the
trtbunc of the General Àssembly desplte hls record of consistant and
gross vlolatlons of thc unlversal Decraratlon of lluman Rlghts and all
other lnternatlonal conventlons on Human Rtghts. Behlnd thls futlle
atteryrt of self promotlon Ilea the bltter reallty of the unbearabl.c
condltlon of our people under the dlctator,s oppresslon.

Goÿernmênt organlzed tcrror, and torture of detalnees, unexplalned
dlsappearancc of polltlcal prlsoncrs and surflnary executlon of thousanda
of Ethloplans have becone the characterlstlc features of contemporary
Ethloplr lltrder Dlctâtor H.nglstu. Amnesty rnternatlonal's flgures
shov thaÈ there arc uell over 30,OOO polltlcal prlsoners ln the over
erorded Jallc of our countrlr. Ilrls flgure ls uell over S tlmes that
of polltlcal prisoncra hcld ln all the other Àfrlcan countrles conrblncdt
Today's Ethlopla Is by far the larEest stngle refugee produclng country
ln the contlncnt. one out of flvc rcfugees ln the world ls a vlctlm
of Menglstu'a dlctatorlal rulet

Notrlthstandlng the reglmers clalma of a ,stablllzed,' country,
the ûltl democraÈlc and represaive reglme and thê vlolatlon of
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natlonal soverelgnty and lndependance of EthloPta have not gone

unchallanged. t{aturally, Menglstu's relrponse to the legltlmate
aspiratlons and struggle of our peoples conÈ'lnues Co bê systernatlc
persecutlon of, polltlcal oppooents and an endlegs serles of mllltary
offensives ln areas of armed reslstance. In the Procelrlr, th15 most

represslve regl.me ln lodepenilaat Àfrlca has resorted to thc btggest arms

bulld up ever seen on Afrlcan soll. rfhe Ethloplan amry vhlch was

only 40,000 prlor t,o 197{ has nou grown èo the staggêrtng flgurc of
250,000. Thousands of, Éorelgn croopE and mllltary advlsors are
statloned In our countrT. The contlnued flon of bllll.ons of, dollarg
worth of armg from the Sovlet Unlon ls rulnlng the economy of th€
countly.

Tha extremely negatlve lmpllcatlons of such systêmatlc dlverslon
of resources from desperate developnrent needs to mlütary extravagatrza
are clear. on thls score too, the reElme's record ëur compared to other
thlrd world countrles ln general and the rest of Àfrlca ln partlcular,
ls ovenvhelnlngly negaÈlve.

Ethlopla ls one of the FIVE lêast developad corurtrles even by

the standards of the 31 least developed countrLes tn thê world. But
1n terms of mllltary e:çendlture lt stand 12Èh arnong the morc than 100

developlng countrles. t{lth an annual offlclal expendlture of, 600

mlllIon US dollars, thê reglmê's milltary budgct ls the hlghest arnong

the 3l LDCs. Ihls sum ls almost equivalenÈ to that apenÈ by thc 2l
Afrlcan LDcs comblned. Ethlopla's mllltary expendlÈure amounted to
17.4 us dollars per capLta as compared to 5.3 US dollars for the other
LDCs i.n the contlnent.

rtle EesuIEs of these lrresponslble and reckless pollctes folloreô
by the Mengr,stu reglme have proved dlsastrour for the Ethloptan
peoples. For the 5th year runnJ,ng farnlne has ravaged well ovar hal! the
countrT's regions clatmlng the llves of, thousands of Ethloplars pêesêntg.
NoÈwlthstand.lnE thc êxtrsvagânt claÙns about the "achlcvements" of tha
reglme, the Ethloptan peoples are stlll denled thelr fr.urdamental

human and democratic rlghts and llve rrnder the rnost mlgerable materlal
clndltlons even by the standards of the poorest countrles ln the trorld.

In vle., of all thls we appeal to your exellency Èo selzê Èhe

opportunlÈy of Menglstu's vlslt to the Unlted Natlons to rais€ the lssue
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of Erroa! Rlqht! lo Ethlopl,a aril èo cooiLro the attrocltl,.! cqul'ttqd
.gaLBlt th. Etùlopl.lr tropl.r btl th. allct.torshlp, ln ll,nc rlÈh èhr
rcFaè;al c6ai.Eat1@! êoal r.solutldu of th. t N Sub-@[ur.!rlon oo
eu!!tr Rlgàèr ald of othar cocqlEnad ltrtlrnatloorl bodlâr.

uE,fSOûE - ÀlI Ethlopta Socl.llsr. Hovcdêot.


