
INîRODUClION

In thie lssue of 'NEÿ, ETI{I0PIA' we present to our readers
tlre fulI text cif the lnterview glven to two western journall-
dts Uy FREwE ABAYNEHI, a representative of the underground ::
leadership of IIE'ISOllE, the A1I Ethlopia Sociallst lüovement
at a meeting ln Addis Aùeba ln September L9?9. the two jour-
nallsts were emong the manlr foretgn guests invlted to partl.
cipate ln the ceremonies marklng tne 5th annLversary of the
deposltlon of Emperor Halle Selassie ln Sêptenber \plr.

Given the repressive conditions that prevall ln Ethlopia
ln general and the 'speclal" persecution ttlrected against our
organizatlon, elaborate and most secrete arrangements were
first necessary in order to reallse this interview by 

"o.rad.FREIIE ABAYIiEHE, who as one of the top representatives of the
llE'ISONE underground leadership in Ethiopta is one of the rnost
"wanted" men ln the country. We hope that our readars would
reallee thè tremendous risks taken both by comrade Frewe and
the two Journallsts in realislng this lntervlew and that they'
would appreciate thls historlcal doeument for what tt realy
stands forr An authorltative and couragous volce speaking of
democracy, equallty and National rndependance from the capltal
of one of the most repressJ.ve reglmes in eontemporarî Africa.

Even if we are publrshing this intervlew wlth thelr furl
consent, we are wlthholdlng the nanes of the two journalists
who have for obvlous reasons, asked that thelr narnes do not
go publlc.

"NEïT EÎHIOPIA'



Addls Ababa, Ethlopla, September 1979.

FUI,L TEXÎ OF THE INTERYIEW GIYEN TO T}lO FOREIGN JOURNILISIS BY
FREWE ASAYNEH, A REPRESENÎATIYE OF 1IIB LEADERSIIP OF ME'ISONE, ..
TIIE AI,L ETTIIOPIA SOCIAIIST MOYEMENT AT À MEEîIT{G IN ADDIS ABABA,
ET}IIOPIA. IN SEPTEIIIBER 19?9.

Q. Can you tell us somethlng about your organlzationr ltIErfS0NE and
the obJectlves of 1ts struggle?

F.A.nE'IS0NE, the AII Ethlopla Sloclallet üovement, 1g a revolutionary
organlzation founded ln August 1t68 from anong the advanced elemènts
of the Ethioplan §tudents üovement wTrlch constltuted at that tlme
the most radlcal opposltlon to the fasclst tyraffsr of Drperor
Halle Selassle.

As lts name clearly lndlcates lts uenbers both at the leadershlp
and rank and file levels are revolutionarles drawn from all the
natlonalltles ln Ethiopla. Its lmmedlate obJectlves as defined lnits progranne. are the destruction of feudal oppresslon and lmperl-allst exploltatlon and the establlshment of a ôémocratlc and fiee
Ethlopla.

lurlrs the dark days of the feudo-fasclst tyrannpr, tlE,ISOttB struggled
for slx years under very strlct secret and clandestine condltlons.
Eut with the revolutionnary upsurge of february 19?lr, given the fac!
that thls great spontaneous upsurge had no clear and côrrect leader-
shlp IETISONE took lt upon ltself to give dlreetion to the revolution-
ary Dove!0ento îogether with other revolutlonary forces it struggted
to assune lts vanguard role speclally through the publlcatlon of lts
underground organ 'Itre Volce of the Uassesx. Aftei the deposltion of
thê Drperor, following very intensive popular prensure and the creat-
lon of the Provlslonal üllltartrr Governèment in-september Lÿ14, ME.ISOIIE
adopted-a poaLtlon of critlcal- support vls-à-vls ttre Oerg âna-lntenslfled the struggle for the reallzation of lts progranme t
'Land to the Tll1er"r'Democratic Rlghts','Equallty-of-Nationalitles.,*Natlonal Independance" etc.

Pgrlne.the year l9?5, Lt played a very important vanguard role onthe slde of the progressive elements ttttri.n the lililif,ary council and
by qrttrlngty notltlsln€i the popular masses fi màOé po"âiufà ttràproclanation^of the great revolutlonnary decrees that transformed the
econouic basls of the o1d feudal order.

lhe next year, the- growlng unlty and strength of the counter-revoru-
tionnary.forces whlch challengeà the revolütlon by taklng up antre§
against lt, put on.the.agenda of the revolutionnaiy forcés the urgent
necesslty of creating théir own unlty and the acceieratlon of. in5efforts to moblllse, organlze and arnr the popular masses. to face
the challenge üE'rsONE èarled upon all anti-ieudat and antl-impertal-1st forces to unlte under the bânner of a revorutlonnary prograrnmo.
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To this,effect, it prepared,uith the progressiv:s r. l_r:in rhe DereB, theNational Democraric Revoluriou rrogra;*e-rhich be^»iir i" ap.ii'isio .r,"comron platforu for all'Ethiopia,a progresaive 
"u. rr..ioai.-i".".. r"0the comprehenaive guidir,g docunenÈ of lhe nthioli,rr' tey.1rti.n.'--

rhio conprehenrive document, which is close to tile pDliticar progrannre ofltErIsoNE lteelf, proclaimed the recognition of denc"ratic tirertîes includingthe righr to organize in different pàlitical parties as e narter of urgentnecessirv to rhe Erhiopian revolutiàn. rr diccarde..r rh" 
"h;;;i;r; policiesof_the niritary rhar r.ras being followe! rn r974 and igI5 iià-iro"i"ir"a,n"principle of the right ro eeli-determiriation to ali uf erhiopia;g nationari-ries as Èhe bari8 for rhe democraric.unity of the rtr.iopia;-;;;ni"., Irlarved dom the principlea for Ethiopiis foreign r"t"riolr-rt i;;'';." ro be ,

baserl on the constsn(e rafe-guard oi th" independence of our historicalnoÈher land, anri-irnperialisr soridarity aud àonsis,"n. noil"iiei;,un,.
l{ith.the accêPtÂnce by the oilitary government of these and other iEportantprovieioor, uEirsoNE accepred Èo f;r; an arliance 

"i,t-ir,""o..g"i.uin, ""r"to nake it clear both to the governoant .nd the Ethiopian e"opi"i-tt"t tti.alliance vould only hold.as ]9ne and onty as long as the governnanc respectgtheee provisione. Even if this alliance'aià r,ot ,oeân ân end of our under-ground and illegal activitiea in the intercat of the Ethiopian revolution,nanv of !GrIsoNE's câmaredês 
',enr 

our of rhe.under8.ornd-;;;;;gil'..o u""o."oinisters, governnent adviaers, regionai aàornistratora and other highgoverrulenr officiala. Anorher 850 miliranrs of lrErrsools-;i"ii;à ri" n"rtycreared pOK)A (provisional office for Hass organizatioi"r-Àii"i.ri'and rheYekatit 66 ideological scool and played a rury pr""ious role in rhe rnobilisa-tion, organization and.aruing of ihe'populr. ,"rr.. during th" ..u"i"l y"r..tgt6-tt, rhis cactical alliance vith'tire iiri,".y s";;;;";;-riili 
"n.or"oour organizarion ro operare in-semi_legal condition; ;;;;-;l;y.l.r"y .ot"in alr the affairs of rhe revolution riit"à-ior abouÈ rg oonthr.

BuÈ at the end of thia period METIS.NE rras forced !o go under-ground becausethe Milirary Sovern$enr betraved th" 
"or*itcrents i! ["a i.ir"riy'ind"rt"k"nrrhen rhe alliance uas foroed. In facr i.-Àprir 1977 ir.t".,"i-l iolicy ofalliance vith the feudo-bourgeoier uu."au".;;y ;i"; ."rr..""i"o"rp"orr"ldanger to the Ethiopian revolurion. ttir-.iàtti"t alliance refused to enâcîthe bilr prepared bv pOMoA and nhich 
"ii;";;"the furl exercige of deoocraricrighre for rhe Ethiopian-peoples 

"r "aiili;;"d in the pro.rame of April r976.In lieu of the respect of rhà rigtt io-l"ii]à"t"-in"tion recognized by tlreprograsme to all rhe nationalitiÀs of Ethionior i uoet ,i"iou"-.na"i".u,ii"-i"p.;;,îïï:i;.iln:"ï;:1.:::"T:.i::";:;î:".
Inst€ad of pursuing a policy ot nàn-"iiiir"i..rna nationar inrrependence aeatipulated in the pro'râ@e' rhe rightilt iiir"n"" Bold ouÈ the honour andaouvereignty of rhe notherland Èo tË" i"ri.i-ufoc countrier.

''::::;.,."

In thie contexte of treaaon the cholce that faced METISONE rras lndeed clear.Either ne accept this betr and go a long nith the Dilitary goverueent on
'aya I e
t ion 'ace or accept the chal I enge

the pach of counter-revolu and na tional diegrand contlnue lhe atru ggle for democracy and national independance. GiveEthiopiatr conditions , uhere Iegal opporicion is not tolerated, the Iater choicenÈ ebondonning the official functlona occupiert by orrr oilitants and 8,Or ngto full clandescinity. tte made Èhe historica I and honorable cho ice and20 of August 1977, most of the ministers, high t tovernoent of f icials,cadrea etc. uere ordered effectively did eo yithinB.
to go underground anrt

lt
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In aplte of the overuhelming suppor! to thir corrrgeous deeision taken by
lE!lSONE. and becarrs€ of the fear thst this popular supfort inspired ln
thc carnp of the rlghtirt forces, the follouinB nonths narked the beginning
oI the ûmst ruthlesi counter-revolrrtionnnry repression ln the history of
our country. No organlzatlon ln Ethiopia has ever been subjected to
anything nerr tothe counter-revolutionnary terror unleashed agalnst our
organlzation.t'DuiÏnB the tlrne of its elliance with the nilitary govermrent
end epeclally betueen September 197(r nnd Septemher 1977 hundreds of its
nemlrera nnd tynpathlzera eere ngsasslnnte«l ln the rtreets of Âddio Âbaba
rnd the Provineer by counter-rovolrrtlonnnry forces opposed to tlre mllltlry
Aovêrnment an<l the rcvolutlon, l.Ifteri'the Darg 6tnrtcd lts betrnynl antl
HETISONE refueed to go alonp, it r.rna agnin errbJected to 5 rnost brutâl and
terbaric repreaaion. In the year thnÈ goee frorn Âugust 77 to Septembar 78
elone llErISONE ras hundreds of its members eaaaaalnated by "rrnkonuntt elementt
end eunrnarlly exeorted by the henchmen of the Derg,. lotlay'more than 201000
remberg antl rynpathlzerg of our otganization feel the over-crorrded prisons
ot Ethiopia both In Âddir Âbaba anà in all its regions.

In apite of thls tepresrion shich is not only unperâlled in the countryre
hiatory but also placea the Ethioplan regime as one of the most represolve
I,overnmentr in the uorld, HETISONE haa continued the strupBle. Draulng the
âpproprlete leaaong frorn paat experiece End errors, it has nou relnforced
Ita otganlzatlonal cetup so es to be ebte to fulfill its duties tonards the
EÈhiopien Peoples. The blood of our hundreds o[ martyrs, the sufferings of
thousands of our menbers and'eyrnpathizers languishing in tlre Dergrs priaons,
the courag,e end 3teedfestness of those camararls uho continue the atruggle
for denocracy end Ethlonia's national honour have r.ron to !ErlSoNE the
cdnlraÈion and eynpathy of ell th? progreeeive and patrlotic eleqents of
the Ethiopian aociety. In addiÈion to thia vith th€ total ltquidation of
thr counter-revoluÈlonnary EPRP and the politicel and organizational bankruptcy
of the right opportunlet organizationa whlch once paraded e! "marx16tt",
HETISOIIE lr not only the oldeet all Ethiopian revolutionery orgânizetion
but nou Btânds a6 the only netionâl force orgarrizerl unrlcr the benner of the
Netlonal Denrocratlc Revolutlon Progrnnrne of Âprll 1976,

Hor doea l.ErISONE ceracteriBe the pr€sent political and economlc sltuatlon in
the country?

the general background to the present situetlon as it had developped stârtin3
fron mid lgt7,r, the ',-' teonorâry defeat of the Ethiopien Natlonal Derrocratle
Revolution end the rlsing tlde of popular resletance put up by the Ethiopian
?eople deternined to defend the gnins of the revolution.

The defeat of the revolurion ls mosÈ €vident ln the polltlcat fietrl. In
fact a glace st the polltlcal eituntion during the ye6rr 1976-77 clearly
ahovs that ât'th6t Èime there erieted in Ethlopia a sltuation of'UuaI por.rer"
end thât a decieive atruggle nar taklng place bettreen the neuly born denoeratic
orgsnr of peoplerr pouer and the old feudo-bourgeoi3 rtete ânparetut. On the
one hand the revolutionsry canp had at thet Èirne â very dense net rrork o[
dernocratle ma63 orBrtrizatlona uhlch rrere not only organs of locel edninistra-
tlon but sere nlso preclous toole for the revolutionâry ttrt,ggle. the Peasantsr
Âraoelatlonsr gorkerlt Unionor'Nelghbourhood Comnittees (Kebeles) havlng their
oun peopl'e trlbunalr, nillcia, committees for the rlefense of the revolution etc.

mobilizing rnillionr of people exiated parallel to the old stât?
they nere dertlned to replace et the locel level. the PO[OÂ,

other proSressive organizatlona Beve e centralized ond coordineÈed u
hlp to the rtruggle of theâe demoeratic orgnns of peopl'l porer. On the /

$
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other hand there sai the caap of the counter-revolution and its ".lrrar. ro,
gurvaival rpeâr-headed by the reonanÈ! of thc feurto-bourgeoie bureaucracy and
other counter-revoluÈionary organizations like the ao called EDU and Èhe
lefrorist EPRP. To these counter revolutionary elenencs and specially the
feudo-bourgeols bureaucrlcy the developpment of the deoocraÈic oass
organizationa and their struggle epear-headed by ItE,ISONE and the pOMoA

clearly represenEed a Eortal danger and these forcei uere therefore ready
to go to any length and to use eny oeans in their fight for aurvival.
At the beglnning of 1977, and apecially after the limited arning of rhe
conuittees of the defense of the revolution, Èhe stage ues set for the
final and decioive strutgle betueen the'Èeo lrreconciliable forces. It c8n
be aaid that the scory of the Ethiopian revolution fron this period up ro
the end of l9?8 ig essentially rhe story of the life and death strugSle r

betueen the newly born organs of deoocratic peoplis poner and the qld srete
bureaucracy. Principally because of Èhe treeson by the fornerly pçôgressive
eleuents uithin the Derg sho in the April-t{ai 1977 uent ovêr to Èhe bureau-
cracy and the rightietrand due to mâny other factors thst ue do not have co
enurerate here, thie life and death atruggle ended by the uore or lesg total
destruction of the democratic orgâns of peopl'3 pouer, by the complete dis-
Eantlin8 of the oaes organizationa and oÈher revolutlonery institutions an<l
by the triuoph of the feudo-bourgeois and chauvinlat bureaucracy and conse-
quently by the defeat of the Ethiopian revolution. If one cares to take a
look at the identity of thoae hundreds of Ethiopians asraesinated and eunoarly
excuted during the pest tlro and half years and the thousanda of political
prieoners th8t fill the prirons of the Derg, one nould easly see the point
that ue arê trying !o Eake. {rg..;r..e,2ecuted elenenÈg ln todayrc Ethiopia
are Èhose. very forces uho playêÇ'6ô-cï before and af ter the february revotution
and who uere che vanguarrl fighters that represented at different levels those
deoocratic organa of peoplera pover in the year t976 anrt 1977. 0o lhe olher
hand rhoae uho are parading'as progreasives and are trersecuting the revolutionar-ier represent, a uide apectruo of counÈer-revolucionaiy erementi ranging iioo,
out and out fascists and notorious anÈi-cormuniats to traiÈorl and àpporrunisc
scunps calling themselver "oarxi8ts,t.
lJith forcee abeolutly hostile to the revolution and irr hard-won achievoents
in control of the political eituation it sould not be difficulÈ to ioagine
the econooic crigis lhat has developped with the oounÈing counter-revolution.
In thie respect the probleo can be 1ooked e! from tro anll"s.
rn the first place therepresoion ând the diamantling of che revolutionary
inaIitutionr, Èhe psssive resisÈance of the uorkerg and other sec!ors of the
urban populations, the oore active and gometimee amed resislance of the
peasant uagges and oppreased nationalitieB etc. sll take place rgainst a
background of a very gerious econooic crisis Èhat can take cata3Èrophic
proportiona if it ir allored to continue. In fact if during the revolürionaryyeârs the grrat enthougiaao of thc peasanÈs uho sau the necersity of increasing
production e3 one oeans of advancing the revolut ionary struggle, resulted inrn annual grouth ra!ê of about 5I, it ls non recognized even by the tovernoentofficialc that slnce 1977 production in Ethiopiara countryside has gone dounat an annual rate of 1.5I. This coEPares uufavorably rrith the annual population
Brorrth rate of. 2.87. The econooic problero aggravated by the dis-
organizaEion of the digtribution circuib d

ia further
ue not onlf the Sooali aggression

and Èhe Eritrean uar but also due to ingec urity in p ractically all the adoi-niatrative regione nhere arued regi staûce to the Derg'a anÈi-democratic ruleie gaining DoEenÈum with every pasa ing day. Such le parricul cese ln
Èhc regions of ligrai, parta of Gondar and lJollo in the
Harague and Arussi in the Southern regions of Ethiopia.

le,
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Thir probtem lr frrrther aggrovnted by trre equnlly eerious ctisis ln tire urbenerers and thc non op,rlcrrltrrr.lt seetô! uI the Etiriopian eeonomy. Â look etthe geogrnphicnl dtotribrrtion of the lnr!rrstrial:rciivities in thc couutry showsthat a full 307 of these ecttvitics Èâlies place in the Ititreai i,lr,riuistiative
region and nnother l0I.in the llerârgue t.gion both of vhich are severel.y effectedby thc uarr Èhat have devaatate«r 

"u,i 
n." àevastating tt,eso paits-'nt Ethiopia.

ÂbouÈ half of the lnrluatriea are forrn.| in and arotrnJ laai" Àbaba brrt even herethe lack of eny neu investment to replace olri rnrchines, the syete*eti. sabotageof eounter-revotuticnnrv forces, the demoralizetion of'tt" 
"ii.t"i, follouingsystenatlc ûrrorÊr end rrsrâBsment, the rlaln6 coct of üving, trre lncapacitÿ ofthe,reeetlonary b.reaucracy to r€store the distrihutton circutts nnrl bring'

Soodl of firrt necegslty to the urhan arees have aggravate<l tii-chaotic econornicrltoatlon thet prevril.r ln thc country.
l'lhât renders all these even more seriotis lr the fact that counter-revolutionary
forceü use the erlsia to edvnnce "aolutlons" that threaten tt"-iiportânt eco-nornic gnins ron hy rhe Ethiopien peopre trrrring the ycars rf;;";;;;i,,;i";;;),offenslve. Thl.s lr another inportant sspect of the economic sitrration in thecountry. lle are faclng today e nore or tesa direct tlireat to theee econoniegalns' under the pretert.of "rncreaoing.agrlcultural proau"tion;;a propaganrra
campalgn is undervny to dlnlgrate Ethiopiâ;B roor peâsenta described ns-improductlve and lazy". .Thra campaign aims at rrriving euay poor peasnnts.r.ii.thlittle or no îreâns of production tiom their hnrd uon p'iots .r'land in fevorrr ofthe rich pea'ânts trho have the necessary toolr tor: thàir productlve activities.thig of coürse la eomething absolutly e;ntrâry both ro the rprit end the letterof the 5th of llarch proclarnatlon renàering ali land to rhe Eihiopian people.
under the pretext of flghtlng"peâsant lndlvl<ruallsm" and "crushing capitatisn"Ethiopia's paesentE are belng forced into a haety "coUectlvization', schemenhoge real objecttfe are the extraction of the ei,rprus prod.ctB of the peasantsln favor of the feudo-bourgeore bureaucracy ohieh iodoy horrre the poriticarporer epecially aÈ the loeal level.
under the pretext of "diecpline" and "austerity that ia néces'ary to increaseproduction" the ,-rklng claso ls being eubjeeted to untold rrarassment fronfactory mânegers antl collective aereeoents are being tliscnrrled in one factorvafter another. Even rhe lebour làu of 1975 §hich is orre of the,,rrl-r"p"i,iLa
landmarkrof the Ethloplan revolution ls nori being reviàerl by a conrnittee invhich not even tlre opnortünist leadere o[ the Deigist labour unlons are rrl
repreeented.

The idea according to uhleh Ethiopias new fore ign economic relallons and het
proPo§ ed nembership to the Comecon uould help her oot of the sent ctisis
doee not hold sâter. It ls true thet the direction of Ethio

pre
pia' 3 economlereletlone are slouly changing tovarde clrrser tieB L'ith the Soviet bloc counÈrie6But thla ls no soluti on. The higgest "ceonomlc tleal" (2 billlon doltarg in Jyearr) le ln rnllltary hardware borrght from the Soviet Union. This rrn prodUc t iÿedebt sould on 1y inereese the countryre dependance on the Soviet bloc countriesvithout ever eo lv lng lts poli ticnl or eeonoolc problerns Long and short temtlonns do not come in lerge quantltles from these countrié§ In feet shat theSoviet tinion ir I end ing to Ethlopla torlay (exc ept an 85 rnilllon dollars loancontrected ln Àprll 197 ) ls the balance of that t;as left over from a loancontracted vith

9

here ir that the
outocrât Haile Selaseie and the Sovlet arrthoritles have resisted the lllaBrCtouch «yf "prolet nrlon lnternatlonalisn', end survived to govern relatlons betueenthe tuo counttie In fact the pârt of the Soviet bloc countries in Ethiopiarc

Emreror llalle Selaesie ln 1959. lûat le lntereating to note
eontlitions under uhlch the toan uâs contrected between Èhe

a

n the pre-revolutlonary are to 2gZ Ln 197g.
ign trede hds I ncreaeed from 72 i

. ..16



F. A.

6.

But this dirl not help Ethiopia to oaintain a healthy balance of paymenr
siruafion yhoae deficit in 1978 alone rag 90 nillion dollars. But-one
cannoÈ get the reel Eeasure of Soviet bloc econooic ties uith Ethiopia by
nhac has been already achieved buÈ rather by uhat lies ahead if present
trcnds are alloued to develop unchecked. EasÈ ceroany, nor., the second mosr
imporÈanc buyer of Ethiopian coffee, is holding key poscs in the Erhiopian
planning comiselon thus dlsposing of an importrnt instrumenr to control
the Ethiopian economy and gear it to the needs of the soviet bloc countries.
rn conclugion we Day say theÈ the present situation shich is characterized
by the political and economic crisis that ue havc discribed above uoulrl
continue to detrloraEe in the coming DonthS. The counter revolutionary "solutions'
proposed by Èhe EÈhiopian righrists and their foreign allies uould only deepen
Èhe contrsdiction berseen the popular massea and the ner.r rulers of Ethiopia.
In order Èo cope rrith euch a gerioug and iupending crisis ME,ISONE ig nou ,

vorking hard to atrengÈhen its undergroud eppararus and to unice alI the
progreesive and patriotic forces of Èhe country nhose legitioate aepirations
can only be realized uith the success of the Ethiopian National Deorocraric
Revolution.

The aims of METISONE are no oÈher then Èhe ioplementation of the National
Democratic Revolu!ion Prograrne. Even if the oilitary gouvernment uas
forcerl to accept this protrenme during the years of the revoluÈionary offensive,
it has nou becooe clear Èo the [illions of Ethiopiara peasants, uorkers.
soldierg and other deurocrat,ic and patrioÈic eleeents that the Derg has
coEpletely betrayed lhe prograoure and the revolution. r have already indicated
Eooe important sspectB of this betrayal r.rhich L,ere the decisive factors that
dictated the braking off of the alliance beÈueen the Derg and llErISONE in
Augusc I 977.

uE'rsoNE's action at rhat Èioe and the developpeoenBon the Erhiopian political
arens,ever since have resulted in the total exposure and isoloation of the
Derge, an even deepening political, econooic and gocial crisie and groning
opporition frorn all the progressive and patriocic aectors of the Ethiopian
population. rn spice of lhe Dergis beÈrayal the overuhelning oajority of the
Ethiopian people are concinuig the rtruggle for deoocracy, national intlepeorlance
and the equality of nationalitieg. In epite of the Eost brural repressiànfthe
history of our country, the struggle is gainning Eonentu, vith every passing
day.

Ethiopiara peesants, oppoaed to the diBErantling of their deoocraÈic uraes
organieaÈiona and the reinstatenent of rhe reac!ionary and chauvinist bur
racy, thc represeion againat cheir elected locat representative!, chauvin
Èerror, forced enroluenÈ in the Dergrs ,'peopL"r, oilitia',, forced collecti
zation lrhose purpose i! to rqueeze Èhe peesants products ln favour of the

'eeuc-
rist
vi-
bureau-cracy, etc have atepped up their resietance, a

revolutionary rule of the Derg. Giveo the fac
snd thst of nationulitieg are closly linked to
rule of the Derg and the chauvinist repression
oppressed netionaliries have intensified their
last oonlhs. Today ve can tay sithout any fea
all adminiatrarive regione of Ethiopia aroed a
situation is getcingl ast ouE of hand for the
In the urban cenlera it is clear that the inÈe
sigtance is noth ing near to the one ue have in

anguard element3 anrl elected lcaders have been thronn in

roed or othervise, to the counÈer
t thaÈ the que!Èion of democracy
each other Èhe anÈi deuocraÈic
Èhât has cooe along vith ic,
leBitioeÈe struggle during the

r of exageration thec in practica
trugtle ia deveLopping and the
counter revolution.
nsity of Che revolutionary re-
the country side. BuÈ the

llv

Civen Èhe present eituati on rrhat are Èhe aios and perspecÈives of HETISONE?

klng claoa, r.rhose v
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to Èhe Dcrgrr prisons-in their thousanda, ic nos fast..o.g.ni.ing rn,r"rthe lcederslrip of hE'ISONE and tortinB pi"i".u.f Go fsce the challenge andto defend ird l:ard ron victoriei, O.Ë"1-rI,.rudenrs, ",;";;;;;.;-lnterrecr.ais.-;;;;.;il:::t":;,:ï:.::o::J:::l::,""patriorc etc. ân.cr€d by the Dcrg'r i'nti-J.*"."trc rule ourr the sell out ofthe ootherlonrJs indepenrlance,.affectua ùy-it" deepenlng econooic cricig uhichrras Dade lire unbearable sl,eciar tv ro tt! i"".i""àii-g;;;;.ï:;ering 

f roottre shoctt of rhe ao called-.terl c', ,;':;";;,ra of u"rîi:;;;ô..;;;,r.epping
ii.iÏi:. "ttaniaaÈ lona I ef f ortr .o rrui,"l-i.epare thensetr"s' toi-the impenrr ing

t'rithin che armet forcee, deroocratic and patrlotic eleoentg uho have beenaubjected upto not' ro a Eost vrcious 
"na'i"""ircic caopaign of repreoaion

ilir;;1uf"tv 
orsa'izins and trying .À juii-.r,",""i.li'ii"-."rllu.ion".y

Faced vltlr ever grc.ning opposition the oilita ry Sove rnnent has neither beertable to appeaoe oor to conrain the revoluÈionary and patriotic forceg. Iris the atrong be lieve of METISONE thaÈ rhe oilitary regine because of itcclags nature ia no nore capable of correctly eolving one aingle probleo oftlre Ethiopian revolurion. HEr ISONE aloo believee that this incapaclty andthe rerulting cricir sould provoke t lre deteruined reglstance of the heroicEthiopian peop le. l,le can thcrefore say rith confldence !hat the coningütonths sill ei tness groving anrl ever eharper contrarlictionc beteeen the Dergund the Eclriop ian people. lre can equa lly predicr nlth a fai r degree ofcertainty that these difficultiec uill also provoke vithin the rankc of theoilicary goverrurencf itself ve ry vicioug internal struggle! that vouldultimatly ueaken the counter revo I ut ionary caop as a uhole.
Given tlrese cha I I enging periapectivee, METISONE fee lr that it uould have aniopo r tent vanguord rol e anrl a unique position in the atruggle that souldallov it to deciaivly influance thc d eveloppmente of cvents. In fact ag itnov stanr.ls, and as I huve already poi nted out earlier lETISoNE i§ noE on lythe oldeEt aud the lrost aolld nationa I revolutiona ry organizatlon ln Erh rop r8but algo the only one that stande ope nly and uncueaveringly for Èhe Nat lonalDeurocrat ic l(evoluc iou Prograronre of Âpril 1916. lLe late EIRP, folloul ng itocomplete betrayal
and ioperialieis âtteorpts to diaÛrantle thc revolutionary gainrof tlre Erhiopiaô peopls has been I iquidated and disa pPes rerl froo tha Ethioplrn

ich ln facÈ nere
political ar'euô. l'he oÈhcr so cal led t'oarxiat.' groupa vlrnothing more Èlran fellos travelers of rhe oost oPPor tunist type aod have SQnealong niclr the pilirary government on the paÈh of ! reaeon have teên reâcGi ônaryrerror unlcashed egainsE Elten and can be concidere d tor all lntcnts and purPosesa3 non cntitie!

of tlre sthiopian
and itg terrorigt

revolution, i ta alliance uith the mona rchis ts

In order Èo assume tirie hlgtorical responsibrlitiea even betlcr llEiIS0NE is nouuorking hard to rrrengrrren ir" "tona""ii".;;;;;;;;"-iiï."i", auccerrfullysrikvived rhe noer-bart".i" .op.".ri"-i'.t",-"r; ;;;;;.;'ï;.".r.. knorn. Ar r.hegaoe tiue *"r1ll..l:^takrng it .p"n"i.""rr .o .ni,u-lrï-rn. .t"."ntc of rhedeoocracic and pattiocic opforitiàn ir,to a oingle n"aion.i"i"rolrrrioncry front.In thla rcspccr. tlre.enrhouri;;;;;".;;p.rse fràn att ctre-progreesive aecrori.of rrre Ertriopian cociery, .; i;;-;"i;;.".11 ;;;;;;.;i; Ii.5un" te?e in nuober:: :f"iï."::ll;j,, ",.,1',,rt"-üIiI"'à,r trre lraaeea;;-r,-Ji,y..uncouraging and
onry sarantè- i"i i',illi,,j";rlÏJ:tv or Ethiopi.'; ;;;;.;erivec-uhich'ig tna
In the international fielrl ne intend ùo give more attention to our rerationS

- 

vith orhcr pro*resgiv. fo...J i"'aiË ,..ro.und to eork torrardr tha creation of'{,.. \vasr currenr of. soli<tariiy-"i,r,-ii"-.rruggle of rhe to.oi" t.t iopian pcopre.'.-'ihrl\ rerati'ns uith.the "".ra r"r"rr,ionu.y and democratic forcea nill focue
],,.Ïil:§:ilrï,li'li"ng 'uppo"'i'l'li"""..,csre but ee arso inrênd Èo share

),;y-__f.., 
yrr'our t,roriera in Africa, ,rsii] an,r i";;n_;;ri"a, rlrr valuable

lruo /
§,
t\\\.
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exp€rience! of the Ethiopian revolution and /a tlraç uiÈir them the apprrpriateleeqone frorn rhe five years of a rich revoturionary prâeri;;:'io ttris effectlG'IsoNE'r forcign branch has-received very creer irrstrucÈions uhich gouldallon it to developq closer ticr rith marxlsts renninists, ,o.i"ii.t", social-denocratic and democratic forces and organizations, nation"r iiù."iir" novem"ntsand other anti-imperialirt and peace roving forces in order to dras theirattention to the brutel r"pr""sion and the ccunter revolutionary developpnentsthet. ere taking place in Ethiopia and to express out Boliderityin the struggle for peace, dernocracy 
"na .;ulii"".

vmen tHE ng e e on
the ata o

end lta allier in Eth

F'A' coneerning the problero of foreign relatioru the Ethiopian revolution h", .J.eclear guiding principlea to rhich lG'rsoNE tras atrayl-*na ri..ty adheretr. The
I:r::-r:ili"s principle of Erhiopia'e ro.."tln puii"r, àr".r"".ry indicated1n our pro8raome, ia the unsueavering de'fence nf the natiol,at in<ltpcndance andaovereignty of the notherland in the best traditions of the history of thcErhiopien people. 

-rhe second principre is anti*irfn.i"ri.r ,oridariry .,irhall progreesive and national libration movements g" iti-"r.ra and speciallyln Afriea, Asia and Latin Âneric"n .ounr.i"". 
-ihËlîi'^.ià.-principle 

is non_
' alignmenr a3 underrtood ro.meân a policy or rotii inJli"ni"n". vis-à-vis thel EuPer pouers and a categorical rerlsat io reduce the màtierlan<l te a pawn in' the handg of one or anorher of rhe fo."", "ontri";i;8-;;;'ucr.rd strpremacy,

Our relations sith the soviet bloc countries and our attitude touarde sovietbloc involtruent ln Ethiopia ahould therefore t," """ri""i-rittin this generalframwork. But- flrat eone importan! and clear historicat faets must bebroughr ro tighr. As-rs cleàrrv indicated i. "r. ;;;;;;rirne, raile selassie,sEthiopia t,âs â neo-corony of American irnperialis:..r.' if,"-."rotutionary srrug3rein Ethlopla haa thereforà b""n a srruggle against feudalism and Âmericarrioperialiam. During rhe pre-revoluti;;^ry ;";;;-^r".i""."irperiaIism norketrhand in hand rith rhe tyrenny and subjectea'ar,"-g,ïi"piln p"opr" to a fierceexploitation and ro neo-coronial domiiation 
";i"[-;;;:;;i the proud an,rpatriotic Des6É8r. Durin3.trre years of tt"."rolu,iri".l.-rrr""si!:e (r974-77\Anerican inperialiaoe, rtilt.nàrklng hand in trana ,iit-iniernal reaction triedall rorrs of 

:oïTa:.^revolurionary ptot.. Ir fomenteJ ie"crionary anafascistic coup.d'etats. lt organized and arrned r.uaii üinaits ln the country-side. It arned and tmleashed hired - assassins to spread uhite terror inErhiopiarr citiea and ro phvsiôallv riquiJaii-li"-;;;;;;; eremenrs of rher'evolutionary etruggle and epecialiy the mernbers of d'rsoun, rhe poltoÀ and- uembers of orher revolutionary organizations. iri-r" ,i"'s,hiopian people uereI :Ïr:i":"::;::'!ri:T:i:;i:;il;:i"i:i":fiiliirii"ll;r"ii:i'ï;rffi"ffi;i";;:;
L countrier intenalfied therr vicious propaganda campaign ained aÈ isolating theI heroic Ethropian people f.o, ,o.iJ-progressive fo.àes] rhey systematicaltydenigrated its achievement! end denàunced a so called fasiistic regime inEthiopia' they attacked the tegitinate end re!treined revotutionary violenceof the people defendlng theorrelica againsr 

"o.n,"i-i"roiuiion^.y terror butrithout aaying onc:"^.9 il their prese about rhe rt,ir" t"iior that .,es devâstâ-ting the citiee of Erhiopia 
"nd ci"i.ing rh" ti;"; ;;-nrii."a" of Ethiopiasvalorour gons and daughterr among uhon ir," ,"rt -":riiry i"ronged to ourorganlzat ion - ' --- - rrrsJvr rL' u!

il;:.Ij":lïî 
i'ere nor able to halt the march of the revolurion, the imperialists

*Hiii:: l_iï:::":.lT;i:1".;i:,il:,lt:::,:":lli::,;:,::.il;,1;rï;';;;;;^"'-j\ i4':i:"::::i.:i_l,i!.i:"::[,;:i:: ;::".;:ï:::l: ;:;i:;:j; ,*i,!'ilj *:::.-\, \)revàIurionârv vanguards. It iJ in fact nithin *,i, "inl"rl of more or lesst 
l qlf'ol'ete isoiatio" r.i i","..",ir""i progressive forces and smidsr one of rhe
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oo!t biÈccr craas etruggler in conteoporary history that t.e Ethiopian peopreverc able Èo regisrer all the great viccoriee of tile r"volution. To help you
cee my point Eay be r should put all this in nore blunr Èerras: rf âIr thesevictorieg lrere uon against internal re.cÈiorr and Amcricai-irp"riiii"r, tt"leasr L,e csn sey iB rhar soviet bloc countrics did not 

"ontiiiui.-to tt,.victory of the beeieged Erhiopian people uhose revolurion 
"ir-ii one cubanuriÈer put it in 1978 gllll ,runknosn,'to thern I -

rn fact uê can go even furÈher. Notr.iEhscanding sone ruckuor, articles ofsupport in the official press of the soviet bloc countri"s, rt,"i-or," oray car.rpro-roviet and'rprogreesive" papers in the uectern uorld, uorking hand in handrrith Èhe counter revolutionary EpRp, uere busy denigrating trre Èir,iopi"nrevolucion. A ca'e in poinr is the pari6 uasàa paper "Afiique-eeie,' shichdid lncalculable haro ro the cause of the Ethiopian revolution uy-ia, ground_leas and reactionary articles on the EEhiopian ieality. ou.i"g-'tt.se yeargit is no secrer Èo anybody rhar the oyupariry or trr" sâvi"r-üiri 
""r",.iea eentDore ro the infafite counÈer revolutiànary Ërnr th"n ro tlre Erhiopian revolu-tionary forces,

IÈ uag in thig contexr of oore or leee couplete isolation fron sorld anti-ioperialist forces Èhst in r977 soviet broc counÈries euddenry rtirtua to
"diacover" rrhec rhe cuban author Raul valdes vivo rnter aiscriuià-to tteoulaide uorrd ae I'the unkovn revolution". I.Ihen in earry 1977 tt" cuu"nleader Fidel casrro visiÈed Echiopia and offered ttre miiitint 

"oiia".ityof the cuban peopre and other enti-inperiarist forces and prooised poriticaland oarerlal help to the Ethiopien revolurion, HETIsoNE 
"nà 

oit"i-."rolurionariea
had to define a principled stand governing rhe relations berseen.;;;;-;;II;;;-"
and the Ethiopian revorution. The very delicate task facing Ethiopian
revoluÈionarie8 at thar tiue vas that of breaking tt," i"ot"iion ài rnurevolut,ion and defeating^the inceesant plots of Lerican iurperiaiisr anaArâb'rêaction without going counter to the principtes layed dom in the
revoluÈionary progra@re and alienating the nationàt indeiendanc" of ntniopi".
Ao carly as l{arch 1977 that is one rreek after lhe visit of Fidel castro andhis offer of colldaricy uith the Erhiopian revolurion HETIsoNE carde out uirhthe correct and gcientifie stand rrhich .,as openly sraÈed in irs official
organ "Îhe voice of the Hasges" no. 53. rn this- issue of our underground
paper ue stated that Èhe proposed support of the soviet bloc countries tothe Ethiopian revoluÈion eas â recent developpmenc r.rhich alI Echiopianprogressives would setcooe. Fidel castrore declaraÈion to the 

"rreii ttr"t'"a real revolucion'r has taken-an«l ie taking prace in EÈhiopia treifea aanyprogressive and peace-loving forcee in the uorld to discovàr ttre ittriopianreality in ite true lighcs. And t.hia effectivry helped ro urate irr" iaora-tion of the Ethiopian revolution.
But HETISoNE did ûor stop at rejoicing over rhis victory for.Ethiopiaoprogrcaeivee. It rrent further to Êhou the necessary liuita of this neurelation vith soviet bloc counÈries and to sarn of the dang"rs to our nationalindependance end co the revolutionary procesi thar ,ould iesutt-ii ttreprinciplà of eelf reliance and non-alignment gave uay to a policy of
dependance on soviet bloc ald as a oeânl of eàrving lh" 

"orpl"r,"'probreos 
of

Èhe Erhiopian revolution. such an erroneoùs attitide, rc,riolri 
""r"ra"a,sould not only be detrinental to the naÈional indepenàance and eov"reigniyof our noÈherland but nould also aooner or latcr cripple and reverse Ehe

revolut ionary process.

I

(
(

the developpoent of events in Ethi opia after April 1977 has ehoun rhat
tIEr IS0llr 8 princ ipled revol

The deviation from t nciplt broughr incalculable' harar to the
lutlonary struggle. In fact the rightiet alliance foraed be

u t ionary
lrese prir

gtand naa the onl y correct and acientific

rtween Èhe
unqual i f ied

.../t0AT
il,.tÿ"'

and the reactionary bureaucracy ln early t977 soon tot rhe
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materiâl and politlcal tupport of.the Soviet hloc eountries, The effact cfthlt unquatified aupport to the neu counter revolul{663yy elllance srr notonly material even if thtr gave the rrght{sts tr,e*tecrrnii"i'io"rirrir i,ro*.,to reinIorêe their counter ievolutronaiy hor«r on the "o,,ntiy', E,rt perrrapsn more aerlour conEequcnce.re the polrticer confusron that isrrred specier lyanong uorld progrersive and peace ioving foreas as e reault of thir,.bressinp,,gfven.to the groring counÈer revolution in the country. The tunrultuorrs eventsthat imredletly forloued sovret btoc rnvoiv,nent rn etiriopia ani rpecieilythe.so'nali aggression of July r9r7 oni;;;rpert to rernforce the rlghtlstalliance and soviet aacendancy in ntrriopiao [nternel affairr. llarrily sirmonths rfter the "dircovety" of trre Ethiopi.an reverutlon iy ihe sovict blocco.ntrier, not only th€ uhorê regron rar Lnbrazed hut algo thÈ Ethioprânrevolution entered a phase of agàny t,hrih ,as to inerease vith grourng sovietlnvolrment ln tlre corrntry" drs ÿr(n * 
,

8y the end oî rgrr the ryst"rnntre rabotage by the civili.rn an<r niaterybureaucre'ey cornpletly-crrppted the ,"r 
"iÈo.t in .re opaden. ttut instearr ofcell ing rrpon. llre people and.rrmlng the t,,uiareas ,rr rrrnleanJr of sorkers andpeesrnrr mobrrized under xE'iIstr*Eir rlop"n 'irh" ;;"ri;;i;;;;y"roth"rland ordeath", rhar did rhe Derg r!o? rt aia-iit'aâre,,rm tr,"."roiitiJnary peoprebecause thia ,,ourd have neent not only the trefeat of the sir"ii-rgg...rinnbut nurly,orld also have rerulter ti'tÀ"-".ushing of the rightist alrianeeând the advance of the_revolution. Insteaà the tJerq ehose to eall in Crrbanand other forelgn roldierr to defentl ti"-i.ontf".. rf UihLFia] romethin8 thatthe rightlrt alliance, bucy er tt "nr-ttrniing dorn Etrriopian revolutlonarlesfailed to do by iteelt

0f course the preaence o[ Cuban and other troops ln Ethloni, accelerated theinevitable defear of tlrl So"aft ,gg...;iàn. thir cannot be denied. Butiooner or letei the Ethlopran rtrisilr "ruiJ'r,,.ry lrave eccomplrshed thrsi;etrlotlc taek on therr om. gr,-irrr"-ir"bes irres the point. Thc imporranrthing for Erhiopian revorurionari.; i; ;;r;-foreign troops fighting at thefront gave the rlgtrtlrt elllanee 
" fi."-f,""a to unleash Èhe noit vleclour endcounter revolutionery repreralon ln the counr.y'r ;i;i;.;.- ;:;'r, not for*rtthst iÈ ie during rhe nonrhr or.lanueij Jii rnr.rr.y ,9Ig. r.c. hnrdly a nonthafter the coning of the cuban roldre."'arr"t the ro catieà'."i'i...o. perlod.shlch rrlll go on rcccrd âû one "r ii""a".i"3t rrâge, rn Ethiopia,r contemporâ.yhirtory clelrned the llvea of ttoueinie"oi^Ëtr,ioptrn youthr, int"ilcctu"lrdemocrarg and patriorr. tn the 

"."ona fi"I" in'",r,rtii;;',i ii"=rrri.".yâdvantâEer ther the rightrrts outoii"J [i";;" pr€senee of forergn rroops inthe country rhlr "inràrnatlon"iiri;;-"".ipà.a n"tn", to icr€en off the true

liiirriir' ll:"ii:l' l:'i.:''i,3:"ïff :::';:È;*:iH;;:i:":;ili:i, :.:lriï'the Ethloplan 
""""ec and ther.i ."iri"irrr".v vanguardr nould have not onI,defeated the eggresrlon but- rir;-;;;";;nl"l ..roru.ionery forcer lnside thecountry itrelf. the arns that sourd i;;;-;;"" Srven to Ethroprrn rcvolrrrlone_

ïi'"l"lrnii.i:i:"ï::,nto .r," 
-i,ni, ""i=r"." 

ieï 
-,"ïo 

i".l. l. i.[iTlp ç.. tr," o."s
i n,orr_.it 

-i"- ;;;=";;:.i"ïi""liirll.:;'1.::ï,ï::: :î:,. [jïi;,:;, :r:.j:î,;., 
-

rncreased eirh rher or ràreign ;;iii";; ;;';a" i;;;;i;;r:" ;;";['thrng" n,o""bluntlv ue ae€ ir ae no "rtnliaiii.-ii".i" i""t"r o[ revorurroierrea In theDerg'a prieons uhlch ir nore than 20,000 lr-'"o." or lesr thc rane ei thât o[foreign aoldlerr ln the country.
conclusion ue c€n rs], that the concret erpe an revolu-on hag clearly ehosn that the yierr o[ Sov I

rienee of the Ethiopl
et hloe lnvolvnent ln Ethiopiayearr of counter revolutionary repress lon and of betrayal. thera yerrtaleo slt nesaed enrl ue arc rtil I eitnescl nJ; e rraclad violetion o f Ethiopiaeunâeontestable fact the position of ilE'ISONE

.../li

In
tl

I lnd ependence. Glven thls



8nd all deoocratic and patrioÊic forceg in Ethiopia can only be one of
opposition to and condennation of Soviet bloc involvuent in the countryrr
internal affairs and in ira revolutionary procers.
Nou Èhree years of Soviet involrmenÈ and oouoting counter revolution have
given us the unsuevering convicrion thaÈ only a policy of gelf reliance and
atrict non alignment can serve the cause of revolution and national independ-
ence. l.le feel Èhat the heroic raeeee for our historic nolherland uill never
eccept dooinacion by foreign pouers and ue are convinced chat lhe patriotic
end rcvolutionary struggle againat Soviet bloc penetration and counGsr re-
volution will continue and inteneify.

Hou
and

doee ME ISONE s ee Èhe utovel!en È3 of È he d if ferent na Èional it le3 t.n EÈhiop t a
ial the OLF?

R.A. the questlon of nationalitieg in Ethiopia nhich ia one of the'DosÈ iqportanÈ
probleoa of the Ethiopian revolution is something that ia closely linied to
Èhe queaÈion of land and democraÈic righrs. This is particularlÿ true for
Èhe soulhern regions of Ethiopia uhere the feudal land holding syeteo reduced
the oagses of the oppreaaed naÈionalitiee to serfdom and subjected the6 Èo
one of the Dost barbaric iepreasion of modern times. lrith rhê coning ofL15,-
revolution and the proclamation of,Land Eo the Tiller" in llarch t9?5. the
econooic basig of thig natlonal oppresaion r.rag geriously underoined. The
right to organize in denocratic peaaanÈat âgaociations recognized to the
oppresoed uaseet paved Èhe vây for the poliÈical eoancipaÈion and for the neu
peopFt deoocralic power in Ethiopia.
All the victoriaa non during the follotring tto years by way of putting into
effect the land proclaoacion and the dernocratic peasante' associationg crere
es rlany sceps forrror.t torrards the final solution of the national queation in
Ethiopia. Surcher. the equality of Ethiopiats nationaliÈies and rhe recogni-
lion of their righte Èo Belf determination as prov1ded for in the National
Deoocratic Programe, uas fast becouing a concret reality on the EÈhiopian
acene againat lhe background of defeat..both for the great natlon.'
chavinistg and the narrorr qationalists'ritlrthe varioua oppreased national itiea.
Thig uag particulEily true during rhe yeàrs of the revolutionary oftensive
of. 1976-71. Indeed during theEe years che victorioua Ethiopian revoluÈion tras
correcÈly aolving the probleme of nationalities iri the counÈry and deuocratic
forcel froo all of Ethiopiq netionelitieg vere closing ranks to defend the
8sin8 of the revolutlon and to narch together touards the Peoplr' Deoociatic
Republic of Echiopia.

thege nere tioee nhen revolutionary Eovements like trThe Orom National Denocra-
!ic Moveoentrt (OBDINE), "Îhe Afar National Libration Hoyeoenr" (IüALl,t), The
Hadya Nationâlity Deuocrâtic lloveoen6" (}IABDINE) etc. all 3trongly comitted
to Èhe revolutionary progrâme were courageously and victoriously fighting
both narron nâtionliat eleoentg in cheir orm nationalitiec and againrG great
nation chaviniso eide by aide nich the revolutionriea frou the laÈter nationa-.
'licler. Thece nere elao tloes when oenbere and prooinenç teadert coolng froa
alt of Ethiopiars nationalities, like Fikre lterid the A.mhara, Gebre Egziabher
HeSor froo Tigrai and Abdulahi Ïogruf of the 0rooo nationaliÈica etc. uere
falling tide by side for the Eelrlopian revoturion. These uere also liues
of greeG leggonr to all of Erhiopiare oppresaed who clearly Bae lhe oppressors

. froo all natlonalitiee cloeing up the ranka under the banner of the counÈer
revolutioa.
the betrayal of the National DeuocraÈic RevoluÈion Prograroe by the Derg and
he defeat of the Bthiopian revolution neant Emong other things a reversal of

gainr of the opprecsêd nationalitles. It treent oounting treet nation
end opencd e phare of berbarlc reprerrion of thc oppretted nrtioneli-
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tier by the forner chauvlnlst bureatrcrncy lhich rterted to regain control oI
the local political.pover rhich it had formerly lost to lhe tlemocrntlc mars
orgânizâtion6' From thIr tine on the !trttBBle Inr <ler::ocratlc riphtt es rrnrler-
rtood by the peâianti to meen e rtrugple for the srrrvi",al and cupreoacy of
their dernoerntle orgens of pouer over the forrner feuiJ.. i,",rAptil brrrearrcrecy
became a questlon lntinatly llnked to the grrestion o[ netirrnalltlee ln Ethlopia.
In this conteit of nountif;EIPE$Strtlon and great nâtion ehauvinism,nationalist
movementa sptung up and gained rnmentum â3 â justltleC rosponse to the groving
renresiton trnleanhed egainrt then. Âl lt might be expecte.! thc response to
thla nes challenge took dlffrent formr.

In the firet place genulne revolutionary novenenti tllthin the opprersed natio-
nalit,ier like O8IIINE, 

^NLHr 
HnnINE etc. rnd neuty crentert oneg llke the Sldarna

Nationel Hovement non uaging a luccesgful armed 617nggle [n the rouÈh, eorreetl,
assesslng the ner rituation and flrrnly upholdlng the revotutlonery claas
struBBle lntenrifled their ttru6gle rlde by alde ulth revolutlonarlcr fron the opprev
rin3 natiorioliàiea. 

^nd 
this ln rplte of untoltl sacrlfices and persecutionr

unteashed agalnst thell both fron chauvlnist and counter revolutionary quârters
and nerron rnlnded natlonalltler. Othere like the OLF, the Sornal.l Âbo (vhich
is another important Oromo group operetlng ln the provincer of Aruss[. Bale
and Sldamo) the TPLF ete. contlnued thelr legitlmâte !trugBle rgein3t natlonal
oppreselon rithout yet corning out openly ln favor of a revoltrtionary progrerrne
capable of uniting all of Ethiopla'e natlonallties.
1o come to your qrrestlon, in Èhls eontext o[ represeelon against Ethioplars
natlonatlties HErtsoNE cennot but ryrnpachlze sith all the natlonallrt groupa
fighting againrt reprerrion and for their rightr to relf detcrninatlon end
equality. As to t6e oLf ne hold that the struggle it ie uaging againrt national
oppression la jurtified and re eupport thlr atrupgle Just ae ue càndemn all
the etrocitles that are belng cornritted agalnst the orono nâlter. He elso
eympatlrize rith the other 0rooo groups like the sornali Âbo, the oBDINE etc.
It is also evidenÈ that rr fer er m'lsONE - an organizatlon uhlch enbraccs
in lta fold eomarader fron all Ethlopietr natlonalitler - ll concerned, nnre
lFPethy 8oe3 to those forees ulthln the oppresrerl nationelitler shoec prinerlt
eoncern is the revolutlonary elanr atruxgle Ln Ethiopia ar e nhole and sho
fight for 3êlf detennlnatlon and equallty rlthln the franresork of thc general
revolutlonary rtrugglê thrt eould uttlnatly llbrate all of Ethiople'r pàopler
fron oppreaslon and erploitetion. lJc also call upon all the forclr thet rre
etruggling rgelnst natlonal opprerrlon to coordinate thelr rtrugBle trlth thât
of the opprereed otalser and revolutionary forcet in Ethlopia.

F.^. As far back es the 1960e , uhen llalle Selaseie rae openly €ntertrln ing hegemonicthl I territory, qe hnve consis tantly opposed theae pretentionsriBht of the Djlbourl populetion to lelf deterrnination andlndependance. Âf ter 1974 the nillte rt Bouvernment hss d ropped there absurdeclaiue and har recognaized the lnde pendance of the terrl tory. lJe helieve thatthia ln correct rt.nd end ve rhel I continue to uphold the r lght of the peoplerof Djlbouti to live ln peace, equal lty and lndependance vlt hout eny lnterveniionforor the tuo nl ghbour lng B tâ ter.

f.^. the Eqlthreen problenr ls one of the most thorny legaeiee of the ferrrlo-fasc istine of ttai

deaigne concerning
and eupported the

har
BtrUpElc of tho national lties ln
yoars and oould continue l[ a jtrst
count the logitlrrrâte nsplrati ons of

lc Selasele. The legitlmate
bcen going on for the l6st t

of Djibouri anrl Ethlopia?sME eee the t

lÿha t rh t lon o HEpor ISONE ret !l h F.eegnrd i t€ânrh rop

emoc ra t i c aolut.ion, thât tekes lnto ac
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rhê ErlÉhre8n Da88es il not found. .Aftcr rhe deporition of Haile selasaie theDrrg ha! aluava continued Èhe clrauviniat poticy àt thc fornei 
""sii"-"-..pa-Ëà,a thorÈ Period in 1976-r7 uhen under prersure irour the revolutionâry forcesin Echiopia ireelf rnd rhe principteà 3!and of lC,ilôHf, ir uade lo6e lhorrlivcd etteopç to 80've the problen peacefully 

"na auio"r"ticalry.
rn fact aa r have arready pointed out earlier, during the years of HErrsoN'raalliance uiBh the Derg the national..quesrion in Êrhi;piu nas in rhe procees of8etÈint denocratic rolutiong. The Nacional o"ro.""ii"-nevorutioi prà;;; ;;-cognized the right ro all Erhiopian nationaliri"" io-."ie d;;;;;ï";;i;;;; ;;"_posed natiônal regional eutonony as a fraoeuork for a deoocratic integratioo.AÈ Èhat tioe some ro"re&enta of rhe oppreesed nationaliria in raÀi"pr"'1.à-li"Erfthrcan Fronta dio not-acceF(_thir piograi'ne .onriJiiiog rhar it offera toolitcle. Bur, in apite of the'iact, rirat-our on. ;;;;;;e recognizea rhe righrof alI Ethlopian i:aÈionaliÈies to self-deterûin"lioi-rp to and including aecesaionIe accePted thia (iiDRP) as a uiniauu platforo for rrro rrin."iroir.--ii"ri]-ii.".place, coupared Èo rhe earlier chauvinisr poii"i""-ii fi" u"p"ror and rhe Dergthe recognitiori of Èhe right to aelf deter;in"iion 

"na-n"tional regional auro-norv$rrs a fornidable srep foruard and in che riehr diiection. s.";;it; ËiisoHe
argued thât even if rhe NDRP recognized the rigtita of nationaliti", u"voJühe olnioun plattcra ao Etipulateà io it, it-"Ii"i"r-riiàt ite achievnentcrnnot be aean in isolation froo the aavapçing r"roiriion.ry process. Hence!ErIsoNEtB insiEtance anc repeated call ;; 

"ri-pi"àr"rrirÉr'ri,ti"'.t"=""=different nationalities to unite and defear inrerial reictioo 
"na 

*o.ià-irperialiau in ordre Èo creaEe the favourabl.e conditiong for ttre 
"i;;;i""of genuine gelf decernirtation.

Âfter the publicaiion of the prograure in April 76 METIsoNE fought consirtantlyfor rhe opening of negotiations *ith .rr" t"à-ÀiriÀr"ln-iron,r.-;;-,;;;';;;;;',ir proposed rhar an open call b" t!: r" e.iti.à";-ilïgr"rrir", to join cheranks of the ongoing revoluÈion. this nag aone "irir-if,e publication of the ninepointc peacc-declaratlon of May 1976 which 
""" "oiù"a-oJt,"inty by ttErtso1Enililantg end Btands even to thi" d"y as the masÈ 

"Ài"i".a and eonprelrenaivedocuoent ior negotiations irith Èhe Front!. But even uhite naking this callpublicly, the uilitary Soverrurent uas Bêrcretly preparing ,,p""r"it-"ii"i;-in
EryEhrea nhich naa che trergs vereion of the',rin"r 

"oiuilon;,toi in"-iiiat."""probleo. As soon â§ lcrIsoNE discovered that such pr"p".ations 
"";; ;il;;;;"ir caregorically condenned rhe pr:!::"1 oarch in " lp"li"r i."r" oi-iq-ort"l'in June 1976. rn thig igsue MEirsoNE deroanded .rr"t ltri-r".ch be called offiuoediarry and nego.iations be reguoed on Èhe basis oi-tte 9 pdints peacedeclaraEion'. t{e can aay publicly todey rhat this incidinr constituted the firsrraJor clash.betueên the Derg and-lc'IsôuE 

"i"ià-an"""iii-.n"".r", forued a fewmnthe earlier. Here r Dust argo recall rhaÈ.rhe;";;-;"" preparing ita oarch.in apite of the fact.Ghât the 9 pointa peace declar"rfon r". enthueiaaticallyaupported by rhe Erhiopian naesea.

Due to Ehe pressure of the revolutionary forces on the Derg and theopen refural of Èhe Elhiopian nasees to join Èhe "narch', and due âlso to thertrong reaisÈance on the part of the Er.iihrean nasses, the ,'uarchi-n".-i.iï"ary
celled off rnd thê uay paved for the reiumption or the negotiations. rua ir,"-'peace talkg tha!.uent on during the follouing nonths did not succeed due to theiotranrrgcnt àtcitudee of both thê Derg and the Er{threen FrontE.
In 1977 the betrayal by the Derg of the NDRP Dean!,as r indicaced earl1ercounter revolutioo, oounting chauviniso and repression againrt Ethiopia,soppressed nationalitleg and even nore intransigeance rovirda the-Eriihreen

_ ltruggle. As everynhere else the reaponse of ihe Fronts in erichree eâ! to-âo,rn.. vr3È,oiritary offensive uhich took pl.ce in the sunmer of the aaoe/ ' vex' thc of fensiv", th"n r"roui.a by-the rrar in-iti 
-àg"a"n.uas 

conralned only
.ÆVê\ 

rater vlth tti t"ip ;;';;;i;. broc counrriea. 
-el
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gh.n XE.ISOIE reûr underground in 
^u8usr 

t97r, one of rhê derande th.r it pur
foirara ".s 

th€ opeûing ô( oegoaiations silh the Erithrean Fronts. Evêrsince
ir h.3 conri.tantly uPheld tbi6 correct poricioa' In July 1978' the leadêr!
of Èhe tro frontr!âde a coùon dêclaration in B€irut ând tt't'd for thc first
iire ttr.t ttr"y vcre ready to neSotiâte sithoüt âny Prêconditlons' lhey '1!o
râde lllorû th;ir readiûe3t !o 6êatlê the Proble' Pêscefully i'r the intêr€st
of irrstic. .nd thc revoluaionâry.trugSle iû ÈhG rction' thi3 it t vêry Po-
aitire st"p forv.td on th€ Psrt of the Erlrhresû Fronts' But th€ Der8, blinded
uy i." "ori". 

oâd€ lilitâry Dith., iaîored this câll ând Persuêd itt Policÿ of
lJer and d.struetion.

tfê hâve.lteâdy s.id that the Erlthrean Proble. cànnot bê tolved by 'ilit'ry
æ.n6. tJe ley iepeet trere shaÈ eê hâve alr€idy said âbout the Derg'B incrD'-
J.i io .orrl tbc problerr of thê Elhiopi.û ràvotution' subsqùeo-tlv-tr€ laii
i"i'no, thi. govêr;ît cln be d.Dcrâtic io it. de.linas Yith the Eri thFârn

Drobler .lon. uhilê its shol€ policy is based on .ttideEocrâcy}--châuY'nisr
;d countcr revoluaioô. g€ therfole beli€vê rhat thê solutionllÏe Erithresn
probler shoul.l bê loolêd for outtide the I»r8. It c.n be tolved only eltêû

ihc oppr.a..d tâtioûâliti.r iî EthioPia jol! hând! Èo 3tru88l€ sgeinsl thêir
coooi'encties snd thus clêst lhe conditioos for thê Setuinê exercitô of thê

ri8ht3 of.11 EthioPia'. n tion lilie. to.elf deterrinâtioo.

g. thêrefore suppora th! c.ll for n.Soli.tion uithout Precondition. rtde by lhe
rri threan rronti. g. cood.ane the Dêrgs âGtitudê th.È continu.s to iguore thi!
hisaoricll c.ll .nd itr golicÿ of rrsr. lre derard the i-êdirtê oPeoint of
neroai.!ion. rnd lhe r€llle.êEt of tàe Ptobleû eilhout â!y outside iûtêrfeleîc!
9..15o c.ll upôn rll Eri threlr progreasiuer to joiî hend. eith Pro8r.!.iYG forc€t
in rttiopie iû order lo fiSht foi dàoocracy, Senuin€ .quâlity of nttion.litie. and

r.rioùal independ.oce. Oîly sùch . .!ru88le rould crêrt the necess.rtr condition3
to 3o1v. thê Erithrcsn probler iô. Pêac(ul sûd jurt ranncr in the iDtêr€s! of
rhê bro.d nâsaêt.


