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INFORMÀTION l7

Repressive measures contlnue to be taken
against mj.litants and supporters of METISONE,
IAWEN (Ethlopian Revolutionary Youth Movement)
and ITSEANE (Ethiopian ÿÿomen's Revolutionary
Movement.

I{E I ISONE which uncovered the treason of the DERG and the oppo-
rtunists of the Programme of the National Democratic Revolutlon
changed fighting tactics in August 1977. The decision vras not
understood by everybody at the monent 1t was made. Today the
DERG, ln the soLe aim of consolidating its por.rer, 1s relnforc-
ing bureacracy in order to infllt.rate the Ethiopian Revolution;
violence is constantly being used against the people and the
National Democratic Revolutlon on longer câres to dissimulate
its treacherous activities. This situation lends firrther
merj.t to the leading positlon.

I{ETISONE has for a long time been the object of attempts of
isolation and division. À11 the measures taken to this effect
having proved vain, the DERG and its opportunists followers
have resorted to open and secret repressl,ve measures. Far
from being intimiilated by these measures, the peasants, the
workers, the revolutionary soldlers and the representatives
of associations of city residents have faced it r.rith courage
and determination. À11 these measures taken with the alm of
arousLng the peoplers dlscredit of MEifSONE have worked thein
effect on the DERG ltself which is now estranged from the
popular movement.

a) Àt the present those in po$rer do not 1lmit themselves to
rounding up and lmprisoning the milltants who have taken to
clandestine activities, but they have underÈaken represslve
ûeasures agalnst militants who have slded with the revolutlon-
ary order in the country, ln factories, in the army, in the
tolrns, ln the grammer schools, and ln the admlnistration.

Some examples:
In the Wollèga provlnce, leaders of peasant associations, admi-
nistrators, officials of the former "provlslonary Secretariat
for the Organization of the Masses', and representatives oflocal associations of the llorô Goudrou disLrict have been
imprisoned.

In the Shoa provlnce the people, through different demonstra-
Èions, expressed their support for the right line adopted by
l{E'ISONE and called for the liberation of lmprisoned comradès.
Following these events, peasant. militants, the president ofthe General Association of Residents of Àmbo, wôrkers and re-volutionary officials were imprisoned.

rl !l'e worL0 province the DERG, r^rith the precious collaboratlonof the opportunlsts, arrested and imprisoned llErrsoNE mllltantswho were st,ill engaged ln tegal *oi[i-
b) The comrades in prison are these days being flagrantlytortured. oÈof the unavowed aims of tiris :.nnüma; ;;;;ü"is to bring the momrades to "recognize ttrerr mistake, " pbu11clyand so make them approve the builàtng of the ,workers, iarty,,
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!ÿhich the DERG and its opportunist lackeys !'rant to launch j.n

bureaucratlc manner. this has in no r'ray shaken our comrades'
determinatlon to follow to the end the revolutlonary line which
they have drawn.

c) The dlfferent rePressive measures hàve only strenqthened
the ever-broadenlng movement of support and solidarity for
MEiISONE, vhich the PeoPle are organlsing across the country.
Here are fer examPles:

At the end of December, six hundred militiamen \"rere disPatched
in haste to wondjt to quell progressist comrades in the sugar
refinery. Once on the spot, the milltj-amen, after a longt
discussion with the agricultural workers, arrested the opPortu-
nist trouble-shooter§ who has sPread confusion.

the poMoÀ, today under the dlrection of opportunist organisat-
ations, continuè to organise workerst asser*blies wlth the ai,o
of causing !{ETISONE's condemnation and isolation' The most
recênt attempt once again falled owefull Militant
workers presànt at the meeting published a tract enumerating
the antildemocratlc measures taken by the opportunists, thus
disclosing the "flghting" methods they use to accomPlish their
sinister designs.

îhe peasant associations of the district of Hadiya and xembatta
pussàd a resolution calling for the immediate liberation of
lmprisoned comrades.

Recrudescence of assa ssinations of revoLutionarles

The recrudescence of assissinations can be explained by t!ÿo
main reasons: the imprisoned hired killers who were in the
service of the reaction and especially of the EPRP are today
being freed in hundreds under the Pretext that they have been

',re-éducated" and have reintegrated the ranks of the revolution.
No distinction is therefore made betvreen the true progressists
àna p.t.rots who were deceived, and the notorious reactionaries.
l4oi"àrur, this kind of underhand deallng makes part of repressive
*àurur."'taken against the revolutionaries and progressists who

have slded with the popular masses. A case In point is the
assassination attempl àgainst comrade Gedlu Tekle, leader of
the À11 Ethiopian Trade union. A.E-T.U.).

In the tovrn of Àsbe Teferi, six officials and representatives
of local comnittees were shot by hired klllers. Their funeral,
helil in the town of Dire Da!,ra, ÿras transfOrmed into demonstra-
[ià". àf support of ME.ISONE and opposition of the Derg. shoot-
i"f urore oui wtren some opportunists_tried to disturb the demo-
nsfration. three of them were killed on the spot v'hile six
wounded comrades and 42 citizens were arrested'

rhe hired kl1lers sent co lhe town of Bichoftou to assissinate
i2 officlals and elected representatlves of the residents were
unmasked ln tlme and placed under the control of local commlttees.


