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How the opportunists trfightrr for
d.emocratic rights!

A peoplers stnrggle for freecton': ,ard.so.vercfgntî ls
far-reaching characterized. by ups and. d.orrng. ,I,he rev-
olutionary stnrggle ôf the Bthiopian people since
L974 clearly reveals thls faciu.

fn fact, the year whioh has just pasced by constitute
an important stage that is marked by the devotion a.nd.
courage of our oomrades who have secrificed their }ivesin the service of the Revolution. During this stage
there has been successive popular victories and. occasi-
onal clefeats, offensive and defensive period.s, phases
of development of the struggle as werl as its rerative
stagnation, moments of euphoria. and. crisis. 'Ihough
threatened. by total undermination the.revolution in
our country has, often proved. to revive and. advance its
way irresistibly fomard to the final victory.

the d.ifferent stages marking the tortuous road. of
the revorution in itthiopia have many diversified. aspects
ihe revolutionary offensive of the broad nasses has
not only limitect itself to the.extermination of paid.-
assassins of reactionaries and. the spreed of red terror,
but also, has paved the way for the achievement ofpolitical, ideologicar and organizational tasks rêcêss-
ary for the victory of the revolutione and for the
people I s victorJ.r over reactionaries and opportunistsof a'11 brand.s. fn like manner, ttre counter-offensive
of the reactionaries has not limited itself to the
systematic liquid.ation of our comrad.es in arms, it
has arso und.eniat'ry created. cond.itions that are favou-
rable for d.iscrediting the politicar, ideorogicar anil.
organizational victories that have been obtained..

ilhen the reaction takes il:e offensive, the mass org-anizations weaken, their poriticar hegemorqr progressi-vely makes r'ray for the anti-popurar stnrctürà of theoId order, the ideological positions "recognized by aL1r'
are questioned, and id.eological clarity makes rùay pro_
gressively for confusion fomented. by rectionaries.
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Suoh ie the situi.tion that characterizes .rithiopia of
toCay. Tne rea.ctiona.ry offensive which ïegai-r in Harch
1c177 =.nC. hi.s const::nt1;,' been caining nevr inpetua has
not only been lir*,ited. to politiôa1 assa.ssin;":tions. Di-
rectly connected ',:ith this nircno::'enon is the r:eakening
of Kebeles ( Urban d-';eIlers Ass.), Revolution :Jefeyrse
Coranittees, Peasant anci rorl;ers I orglaniza"tions , the
nrogressirre disspper.ra.nce of denocre tic liberties, ti:e
resuri'ence of sabot;_11e ri-ue to bureaucracy, ideoloEical
confusion encourc.f,ed by the opportunists, tl:e reappeax-
arce of the:es rejected. in the past, etc. Such are the
everyd.a"v re:rIit:es which prove beyonri d.oult that the
revolr:t:oner:/ :::over.ent is toC-r-y on the clefenr.ive.

'flle :)irrpose of this a.rtlcle is to uncover tire nature
of the reactj.onar;7 c:.np:r.ifl-x Legun on the ideolo;;ica1
front. Tlris reactionrir:i offensi.ve today tries to breed.
confusion over ideolo6ical achieverne::.ts, nreter,d.s to
reaninnate the trciebatesrt on ouestions r,,'hich have already
been solveC; in sirort, it aims rt slrea"clirrg tile venom
of ri6irt-'.;ing opportunisn.

ahen the reactiona.ries wr,.rit 'uo busl, themrelves irith
the people, they a-h;:..Is revert - i.nd the hiitory of
revolutions a.11 over the 'rrorld. hc-s li,r.r:lcly provei. -bhis -
tc their I'Ieft-lii-n;rr Dosture so r,s to better clrry out
tireir insiàious unâeri:ining of the id"eological front.
fl:e peoples of .lthiopia l:no;t the crinies comnitted b;'
the{Lefttr op;.,ortu.nirts of the EPRP. The IPRP ha.s ci"efi-
::i-tely been ciefe:.terl. in tir.e ii-eo1ol.ic:,1 s;trul:t:le, :o
rr(: ire r.ot îoi.n.. to ti.rr.'r:,:iJr f'u.rti:er on this r,uerti.on.
'locia:; tho;:e l.;ho i.',rlt to cnes,tion this id.eolo..ice.l vi:-
tr;rl,' over ti.:e !1,:iir, tlLose L'ho '..,ir:nt 'io br.eed confirsion,
are right opiortuni:,ti. ltre r.n.reEran.]e and the ctreng-
th:n.j.:,,r.: cf r j i,::-:.t onlortur:icn is d.i:'ectI,'., corrrte.;tea ',.:ith
the d.ecline of the revoluti.or'-a:r;". i;lovê:lêDt anô r:ith the
rise of ri-,1irt-l:inr elr,r,ents in ienerl-'. 1. This '"'srcilLa-
ti: il ele:::entsof :'ir-iit oplcrtunism, clainr to re:.ni:;.,'teI'ti:e dehatesrt cr.l. ôe::,ccrt'.tic Li.lertiec. It is e:,;rertial-
1;,. ui:d-er this :'rete,.'t tha'u tl:.e;: breetL total confusion
orr ti:e ideo Lo i;icr.l 1eve I .

'.hû c-rc::;o;:.:-tir; quc:tion ir- one of thc fiinti':..r;:ta.l-
cuentionl cf ti:c n: bj-on;. 1 d.e.:oi::.::,ti,.; rcvoiution. 'Ihis
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question being directly rerated to that of land. Lenin
ofterr s,noke of nthe ouestion of land. and. liberty.. ttlore-over, tirere üras a tirne v,,hen the priorit,v- of this ques_tion r.;as recognized b1' all.

-iefore the right opoortunists d-ecl:red ouite simprythat ttit r';as not necessary to procrairn cle.ocra.tic Ii-berties since enough of them e.Iready existed_rrt (!) nooner not even the outsnoken reactionaries opénry àpposed.the peoplefs d.emocratic claims. Inord.er to iiglt ilreseclains, the right mad.e use at th;.t tine of left oppor_tttnists. iiemember the ripRp slog:,ns encouraging thà pea_s:'ntry not to orlanlze itself into associa.rions, und.er -

the pretext that rtpe;'.sant orga.nizations ,rrere instrumentsof faseismt' (: ). Toci-ay this same right has changed. tac-tics and. nol., uses the intellectuals anonE right oppor_tunists. To reveal the banknrotsy of the rigf,t oppor_tunists, it is vrorthwhire to recalr the viciories ruona;ainst the ltleft' opportunists in the d.eba.te over thecuet:tion of denocratic ri5.hts.
in ;;1ving the D-ciiiG "cri{icar support", the revorution-aries d.istinguished. themserves fronr right ancr left oppor-tunists. rn the position r+hich they ad.àpted., the o_uestionof dcmocracy r.ras given prominence. ',.jhen the DrùRG tookprogress;ive ixeasures, tire revolutionar;r forces suppor_ted. the::r cleepite a.ttr:cks by ,leff,r' oppàrtunists. üon-scious of the fact ti:;:t these :*easures cou1cl only beapplieC by the neonle, tire revolution::ries fought fordenocra-tic rights so r.s to creete a favoural:le concli_tion in rvhich to a.ppry the pro"qressive rneasures. I.Iith-out seeking to rrsi-ve ;heir stakerr they firrrl;' cond.emned.each and everj,' a.:c+,i-ci-er,iocratic step of ttie OenC. InsLortl tl:e true pro;ressives uaiged. âri unrerentless vlarfor the cieirocratic =ights of the rnasses.
Irnder the rure of the :TlDir.LKÂ,rüiirJi' ,S0vernnent (tgl4)the cl.emocratic clains of the masses gàinea suoport fromall prog:ressives. Th:g, the reaction, unable tc fighttirese cl-r,.ims, scuiht to spread. confusion over the oues_tion of "for nirc:'..rr? :nd. ttl+hytr2 d.ecrocrotic freedorn had.to be proclained.
ït is from tiris ;e::ori th.t the -r,pRp id-eologists d.emao-d'ed democr;:,tic liber:ies for arr Bthiopian ciiizens in
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the articles tiiat appeared. in the f'revorutionaiy forumrl
of the officin.l ne?rspar)er rrAd.riis Zemenrr. The revorutio-
naries strongly attaoked this bourgois approach to de-
L"]ocrccÿ by d.en:,ncr.ing in turn for d_emocra.tic rights forthe .'road nasses and only for the broad. masses, thus
echoing the slogan: t'I)emocracy for the oppressedr.rifter eenouncing the content of the reactionary sro-
Ea,rL? rrl)enocra.cy r.;ithout restrictions!'r, which meant de_
nocracy for a1i the social classes, it wa.s necessary to
specif;r tiat freedorn for the oppressed. social classes
had to be unre:tricted.. 'lttus the finat slogan vras: rtl)e-
nooracy for 'r,he masses, r",iilrout restrictions!ff rhis spe-
cificatlon 'rras necessary because some rei,,ctionar;, s]ç-
ments in the lrBG and. right opportuni.sts rr,ere trying toforce throrigh their or,;n srogan: rDemocracy for the mas-
ses, but vith restrictions (t)"

Let us nor.; exanine one of the aspects of üre d.ebate
that rr.s goin;: on a.t tj:at time. In l)ecenhet L)|j, the
D-td.G ]au-clred a "petty-bourgeois socialism, und-er the
label of 'rjithiogi':- sociel-isri", anc on the same occasion
announced the forthcoming creation of a ,urioue socia-
lis i p:,rtyr'. Ttre position of the revolutionar;" forces
uas categori:"r.r- on this o_uestion. It -,.;as a natter of
figirting ag:inst the creation of such a carty, bureau-
cratically inposeC., and to fight for the respect of the
peoplers ri;::ts of organization. 'Io the DlfrG and right
ooport:rnists, tl:e question of democracy r+as i:ltimatery
relatco io t:ie cz.eation of a one party s;rsten. rGrâ.nttr
i.er:iocra.tic r.ig:i':ts after the crea.tion of a one party sy.s-
ter; and. un'l-er the control of that party: srlch r.ras the in-
tenti.on of ti:e :i,i,tG and. right opportunists. It l.;as in
order to st:leni.te ti-:is policy tirat a d-ebate r.;as engaEed.
on the theme: rr)enocracy, but uhy?tr. ,r..he alternative put
fort^rard, 'ir;r' the re'rolutionaries nas clearly stated d.uring
this C-ebr.te: no to the one pa::ty systern, d.ernocracy for
the nrssc. so t::..1,-t ti':ey cou1d. or8anize the::iselves rrccor-
ding to tl:eir. cl::ss interests and thereb3r lay the foun-
d"e.ticn of the :nti-feudel and anti-imperia.List iJnited.
itront.

'Ihis âeb:te, therefore, offered tire opportrrnit;.r of
fi,qhting a.r:-in,;;t the linits in:posed. b), the one oarty sy-
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stemr and. of showing the necessity for the found'ing of
a party of the rrorking class, of <iemocratic parties' of
tne orlanization of the mas'es 2 î:.f-ô- of the United Fyont.
,Ihus tùe slogan frDemocra,cy for .the. masses, with'out '

.rest:rictionsltt came out victorious.
,Iheiceo}ogicalstruggleoftherevolutionar5rforces

over the qrr"itio" of democracy did' not stop at this le-
vel. After losing the fight on the previous points, the
reactionarlr elements of the r§RG and the right opportu-
nists fe}} b:r,ck on the euestion: tl}emocrecy when?tl Some

sti1l cling to the argument tha.t "If democratic freedom

is proclaimed. tod-a;r, tire reection r';i11 use it' Conse-
nu"rrtly, one shoulà i';ait until the peoplers degree of
consciousness and organization is suf'ficiently develo-
ped. anc, the reaction sufficiently weal<ened.rr }{owever,
liri* rr.rgu-nent has not pr;.id- off . Ttre itiopian pcopl-e harre

untLerstood. that this was a trap, for, if in ord'er to
wealien the reaction it is necessarSr 1o raise the peoplers
level of consciousness anc" of organization, this can on-
ly 'be cione effectiveiy by the pro<;laiiniiig of cier,iocratic
lit,erties - a prirne cond.ition. Having under.'itQod. this
reality, the people are con§eouently a.sking for imnedi-
g[g proclamation of C.eniocratic liberties.

-In 
sunmar:rr, v,.'e can say that it is through a relentless

id,eological struggle that the revolutionary forces have

rig,.htly counter-stnrck the different a.ttempts of the re-
actionaries and right and left oppertunists. The ques-
tions concernir"g d.enocratic rights have clear, precise
anc firrn ensl.iers. These just positj-ons h3.ve iJeen largely
adopteci hy the masses

Tod.ay, sor,ie try to question these id.eological achieve-
ncnts. If l.:e exanine the Prograrnme of the liational Demo-

cratic Revolution, the oommon nLatforrn of all the pro-
gresoirre forces, we fincl tlrat it clearly reveals the
victories l'ron over +,he reeotionary forces in the ideo-
logica.l strug5le. lhis progrsnt.îe, uhich Has proclaii:ed.
afier the i6eological deieat of the trleft'r opportunists
and. in the heat of a' revolutionary offensive, clearly
ens,,.rers the cuestiorrs rega:'ci.ing d-emocra.tic liberties.
It is clear ilra.t the atter:rpts of right opportu-nirts rtto

set the d-ebate ryoinl a,laint' only aim at betraying the
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revolution?.rir oontents of the ProgrElrlrnsr lYre Prograrnme 
]resuLtir.g frrn the victories over the reaction:ry for-

ees, 3a;''s fi&oUt- id.eological arnbigUties "... Hencel
the i'o11o'..;inf :teps require inmed.i;:.te implementation:
L/ frte revolution can advance forward only if tire popu- .
lar iras.;ee ?îe made politically conscious, and. are orga-
tized.'.nà,.tieô..3ut in ord-er to d.o these, all cectors
of the oppressed classes nust be furnished with the op- r

portunit;r to learn, to teach, to organize c.nC be orga-
nlzeù. ?or ali these, it is imperative to nut into erac-'lice an ur-:est:'icted. e::ercice of d.enocratic rigirts for
all rnti-fevC.aLl anti-i:rleria-1ist and anti-burer.ucratic
cr.pi-t:-Iist for,,elr. ?hese iorces ui11 be irrrned.i: te1..r' ac-
:o::i-e,-]. ir;-11 t'reedo::r to spei.rk, tc r.iritel to a,ssemble, to
rlenonstrr;.te peacefully, to organize and. be organizêd-,tl

i{ith ti-e e.!* oî putting this victor;., into action the
"ProvieionaL C,ffice for l,iass Organizational .:tffairsrr
/,...- - . r-

(P0-,C;ri j ir.:ediatel;' 4p6r1'ted. a bill approving Id.enrocratic
riri:t: îcr 1'r-e peoplel rrithout any restrictions". Under
the pres:ure of rightist e1enent§' of the 13rü:'I-ri/*L,ü,-aïiË{U
clicue ti e T;iIl ?ias re jected by the DER.G. It should be
recirlled. tha.t i:rned.i.atcl;r after this cll-^ue ÿIas crushed.,
the preserr', heai. of Sta.te a.s well as the trUnion of
:.-arxict-Ler.inist L,rge.ni sat icnst' underlined. the importe.nce
of pro:1:.ining the bi11.

In shcrt, cefore the suddten change of right cpportu-
nists i.hr:.','s in the forefront in betriryinE the revolutior5
and- ::ore particuiirll in a moment of a counter-revolutio-
nery offer:sive 7 i'tz ouestion of clemocrr:.tic lileries vras
ri;j.:tIy a:i,ei-, anii, this after i,n :,,cute ideological stmgg-
1e. îoda;,. ti-c s:.tuation hr,rs ohanged anC. this i.d-eoloçi<;a.1
vi.ctor;r', ';c:: ti.rcui;i: o" iror-:t stubtrorn struggl-e, i:: tirrea-
tenr:d- at ite i:se.

iie sh:1} ::r:tent ourselves here to tire atte:mts nai.e
by thc orr:,crtu::j.sts of the rig'ht to cliscredit tj:.ese
achieve:r:en-i:. .re :l: 11 rnrl;rse a. te;:t vlhich ar:pei.red. in
tiLe JirC issue. cf the review tfRevolutionilr]i Ithiopiarr,
oi'âan of ti:e'Trcl'isioral Oi'fice for :r-ass urga.niz:.tj.onal
-i.ffairr:rr (:C. {'É.), tod-a.y controled bÿ the rig}:t ooportu-
nists.

In this i:.r'r:e of "ltevolu';iorrlry -ithiopia,rr, a. rrre'.Cerrt

asics for î.r: c::T1rn:-tion of the rlogr.ns tthich irp"e.rred.
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d.uring the d.emonstration of septepber 12 ("Immediate
procrcmation of r.ernocra.tic rights for the people, with-out restrictions'r, ,Dernocra.tic rig.hts for ihe massest',r,rhe me.sses tli1l win deroocratic rights through strug6iett)
The editors of *,he revier+ answered.3 rrrhree airteren{ po-sitions e:-:ist tod.ay on the question of democr:r.tis 3igh1s.rriccording to then, the three positicns are grouped. toge-ther in the tlrree slogans mentioned- in the iea.ders qué"-tion. lfurther on, the ed.itors ca.ll on the population tofollou the debates which r.rill soon e.ppear in the colurrnsof nei.:spnpers in orcler to ad.opt the i'àorrect, position.

l{e are asking t}rose peoole ir," rorto:;ing o-uestion: haveyou alread-.1' forgotten the .great d.eba.te ovér d.eniocraticrights, r"rhich profoundly marked the struggre betr.reen thetr'ro rinesrwith the iipRp opportunists? oo you think thatthe masses have alread.y forgotten the ideârogical achie-vements obtained. in this etmggle? Às for,r", ,*u have norea§on to ansr'.'er favour;bly to the invitation by rl3lrtopportunists for a rrneli d.e]:a*e, on the cuestion in thecoLurms of ne'i;srarlers. i{e ctani- firrnrr, ',.lith the protar,-
rne of the ]lational lernocratic ltevorution and. r+ith th;bill rvhich re:orves the question in e.n effectively revo-lutionarn' 1'r4y. that being said., vre shalr not alr"ou theopportunists to snread confusion among the nasses regar-ding the: id.eolog'icar achievernents. inr" to the progrann-
ne of the l.'ationa.r Derirocri.tic Revolution, r+hich has beenaccepted a.nci aoproved. by the masses, I.Ie shall d.enounce
o.11 Ceviation ancL attempts at confusion.

The right opportunists cr-c-inr ti:at there e>rists toclayI'three d.istint positions". But in actual fe.ct there areonly tno: Those r';ho remein true to the programme of ti:e.i'.ational Democratic revoluticn, ancl those r.rho bacl: ar.rayfror it.a

ïf the rliriarxis t-Lei, inist Revolutionary OrEa.nization[broke the privil eged links it had r+ith itilf 's0l,I{, it isbecause its leadershi p has felt the necessity to back
a.rra"y from the fight f o:. the i:nmedia.te procla-r:ni'.tion ofd.emocratic ri,qhts, 'fhe rrProletl.rian LeaÂuerr is in thcf'ore front of those rtho, tod"ay, questons the necessi tyof fig:htin6ç for ilre proclane.tion of d.emocratic rir,.ht Q

tvithout rectrictions for the masr;es. In their vier.l, the
'tuithout restri_ction'r i s ambiguous ancl. conseouently it
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is necessar.; to re-exa.nine the i.ebate end.ed one and a
half years ago. It is also necessary to re-examine the
Prograrnne of the TDR',rhich specifies tirat d.enocratic
ri6çhts should. be granted. to the masses without restric-
tions. lhe rrFroletarian Leaguerr prefers the sto5in: ;'"Dêmocratic rights for the masses!'r But tne queJtion is,
r.rhy should rrr,'ithout restrictions" be eliminated. nhen it
concerns d.e:,rocr:tic rights? Ltoes a.Il that not come to
promoting ti.e slogan trRestricted. d.emocrac,y for the
broad ma.sses?r' Tnis same slogan was put forl.;ard nhen the
D:.!ttG refused to ac.'-nor..'ledge the nlassest right to orga-
nize themsel-ves freely, vlien the regirne uas thinking of
found,in5 a rru:ric,ue socie.list party'r uhich ltould- control
the application of dernocra.tie rights. The intention of
the ttPro'letarii,n Le;6err is cfear: :'econsid.er the ni.r.ssesl
right to free organizt'tion, restrict d-emocra.tic riiÿrts
through cor:trol -c;r a one party r:ystem. I,ioreover, ti:ey
clearly ste.tei. this in their central organ, since, a.ccor-
din,5 to tl:.en., [Sefore the rroclairning of d.enocr,":.ti,:
ri;:)rts, i.t is necesrary to found a ltorl:ersr rf.rt]'.rl
ir-herr the ieaaerr: of the 'rProltari-an Le4guett 6pn9sê the
d,èigand. of the revolutiona,ries c.ncr a.ffirri th,at d-emo-
cratic ii,3hts shculd. be proclairned, a,fter the forr-nd.ir.g of
a. rr'ororkers I oârt;,'rt anC unrler the strict control of the
latter, the iifference betr';een them and, the reectiona.ry
forces is no longer the cuer:.tion of knor';ing r*hether ri.e-
rnocra.tic :'r.ohte :hould. be proclaimed. 'riurned-iately or Ia-
ter.r' It ieoo::e: i que;tj-or. of ci:oosing between, on the
one ir:,ncl , ',,he fo:-ni-ir"g of e.n authentic proletr.ri:'.n pz:r-
t:;, arn :r,nti-feui-:,i and anti-inperierlist united front
under the lea.dersl:,i.p of the i:roletarian party and
genui.ne representati-;e mâsi organizations, and on the
other hand., 'uhe found.ing of a so-called rrlvorkersr part;1"
forrned. b;.' sorie orportunists and. no*'orious hureaucrats
t:ho nould inevita.bl;r transform the mast: organi:',ations
i'nto an &r;.,rsr6i: cf the bureaucr:cy.

lhe d-emand. I'in::,eC.iate and. unrestricted- d.emocra.tic
rights for the massesrr is a revolt'.tione,.ry denanct t'rhich
hcrs cLear pc:cnecti-ves. fTre slogan of the leaders of
the tProle*,,ari::t L::g,rerr, ":iestricteC democrecy for tiie
messes!tt in ac:crdance i;ith their -,notionrr of o:'ganiza-.-
ion is a d'emand' rrhicir rsill incvitabl;r ensure the victory
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of a handfirL of ieactiônaries as well a.s the npremacy
of bureauoracy and. the treacherous petty-bour6tolsie.

ft is houever significant that those wbo alxr tod.ay
accused. of having rffled the revolutionrr are those who
have remained. tnre to the d.emand.s rtlmned.iate and. ür?ê-
strictecl d.emocracy for the massestr &rt, if our memory
is right, folloning.the cnrshing of the TEEERT BÀiirE/
.iL,r:',.,.YdlIU clio_ue, accused of having delayed. the procla-
mation of d.emocratic rights, tod.ayts oppôrtunists were
curiously in the vanguard of the fight for democracÿt
In the common Ceclaration of the five marxist-Ieninist
organizations, they, too, had taken the offensive along-
sid.e tlre people. In Februiatly L)l'1, the broad. masses in-
tensified their offensive by taking free revolutionary
actions. The reactionaries rsere harassed. from arl sid.es.
1)uring this period, the opportunistsl tme to themselves,
cried out loudest. fihey d,eclared. everyv,'here that 'rd.eno-cratic rights lrere more necessary tit:.r: ever in ord.er to
i,;ipe out ti're reaction.rr fhelr called for increased repres-
sion of the rea"ctionaries. In the d"ecla.ration of the
:-rarxist-leninist orgrnizations, they tJere unanimously
in favour of f'the fight for the procleanation oi d.emocra-
tic rights.rt ltrevertheless, this 'funa::irnit;-t' only le sted.
for the time of the revolutionary offensive. i'lhen the
revolutiona.ry rnovernent took to the defensive, and the
revolutionir,r;r yi"lories i^,,ere being threatened., the ar-
d-our of 'r,he opportunists ca"lmed.. Once again, true to
thenselves, they progressiveLy abandoned tireir claims
ani- a.Ilied. r.'ith t)re enemy. They showed clearly tha.t
they r.rere unable to face a stronger enemy, that they
h;,-d the tend.ency of allying vrith him in r.rhose favour
tl;.e balance of power pIayed., without worrying about his
nature. .ihile tire reaction has taken tiie upner ho.nd. at
all leve1s: acceleration of repression, reintegration
of bureaucrats in keg.'-posts, liberation of- reactionary
poJ-itical prisoners, etc.Tthe opcortunists, in ord,er tojustify their collaboration, affirm that the reaction
has been vriped. out and that d.errrocratic rights, wirich
the;;' lSuoselves asked. for, are today respected. {Fhus
the demrnd: rrrmmed.ia,te and unrestricted. d.enrocratic rights
for tiie nr.rsscsl" is in tireir vieu, a denend. r+ithout an
es sence.

ô
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In fact, in crd"er to i:id.e their tre:.r.sonr t::e opportu-nists ha.ve to choose betvreen a lie and. nonsense: eitheraffirm that tlre ccunter-revolution has been viped. outtotally, or cupport the thesis craiming that dernocratic
freed.om i: not necessary despite ilre olfensive launched.by the reaotion. }lhetever flreir ecrobaticu *"j ;;;;;; ,
concrete situation in Ethiopia proves them wrông. conse-ouentry, the re:r choise they have is the rorroriinei --:either retu:'n to üre right oosition or hold to their
9mr surely to be rejected by the peopre and. throl.rn intot.istori'r s dust-bin.

âs for ti-re revorutionar-r, forcec, their choice is n:ad.e:
'surqe forr';ards i;ith the programrne of the i;ational Deno_cr;:tic iievolution, unrelentressly denouncê &11 opportu-nist ci-evii'"tions, ;nii- face the the reaction uith d.etermi-nation.

0n the ouestion of denocr.atic rigirts, the revolutionaryforces uave tiie sLogan: *unrestricted. and. imned.iate d.e_nocretic ri8hts for the rnesses!' and. fight for trie Dro-cLai'iiation of the bilr dre.fted by ilre "provi"io"ài-oi;i;"for i'.a.!s orga;nizational Àffairsl 1ri;i,,o.r)-ài-t:.o"u days.iie dernand' the liberation of our comrad.es ir'rprisoned atthe instigation of ti:e burea.ucrercy, ;;à or"-;iraIl fight towipe out the pressure of ,re old, L.rr"rrr"rrcy of ilailesellassie on the mass organizations, in ord.Lr to s.treng-then ti:e 1o1uLar ct*uctures i...'herever tirey mey be. i.inal-ly, the revolutionary forces system;ti""il;, âencunce theconfusion nerretrr.ted by right opportu.nists, in ord.er touncoÿer their true nattr-re.
lhe struitgle beeun :.;i,l be unrelentless, hut ,re victo-r;,.' of tlle a.utlr:.ntic revolu.bionar;,, forces al.i,.: of the j;road

mas$es is: ine1ucti.ble.
.D0.iit .iI[i,iti:.i ]Ii:i.tritl:,lit(;uË opi10lTiilil§îs!
PûP.I'r.t.tl§ ;'I1,1i OiA pROGRij,.{l.ll! 
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