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Ehis December issue of rrl{ew Bühiopiail is mainly con-
cerned. with the question of democratic fiberties. l{e
have trled, to present briefly in an article the cliffer-
ent positions of the ltlarxlst-Leninist groups aud. orga'
nizations on thls question. Our read.ers mrst have- real-
izect that in previous issues we d.evotecl muoh space to
this question. [his is owing to the fact that the quea-
tion of democratic liberties bas become a central issue
ln the d.eüate within l[arxist-Lenirü.st §?oupÊ, ardr.organi
zations.

In fact; there is in Bthiopia tod.ay, an intensive
ideological stnrggle wagecl between the §arxist-Leninists
of tIETISOIIE a,nd. right-wing opportunists, particularly
the Lleaders of the rrProletarian Leaguetr ancl the rf![arxitt-
Leninist RevolutioaarXr Organizationtt (ulI.rRID). Itrese,
opportunists tbat have rËetrayed. the prog?amme of the
National Democratic ReuoLution as well as their own
declarations, are attenpting to d.iscred.it tlre id.eolog:ic-
aI achievements of the last two years.

'The question of ôemocracy has aLways been - even dur-
ing the ôark days of Haile $elassie - one of great impo-
rtance to the clevelopment of the revolutionary procêsoo
Tod.ay this reality takes on greater importance. If the
revolutionarTr process has come to a sta,ndstill in Eth-
iopia, if we,are witnessing an unpreoeclented. resurgence
of the forces of the Bightl it is precisely because the
question of d.emocracy has not been correotly solved.

the militarXr regime bas ctenied the masses all freed.om
of expression, organization, assembly;press, etc., which
it had nevertheless recog:rized. officially as necessary
when it proclaimecl. the Prograrnrne of the National Democ-
ratic Revolutioa. [he national question still has not
found, a d.enocratic solution. 0n the contrary oppressed..
nationalitles are subjeeteô to increasing national
oppression and. chauvinism is becomlîg rampaat. Demoæatio
freed.om is scoffed at and the I'larxist-Leninists of
I'IE|I§ONE, who nent und.erground. in August 19??, are being
liquid.ated, imprisoned. and shot.

this is the objective situation at present. lFcd.ay the
right-wing opportunists lrho pursue this policy are try-
ing to give I'ideologicalt' support to this swing towarlls
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the right. consequentryl it is imperative to wage anall-out id.eological struggle inorder to wipe out the
eubterfirges of the reaction which is a6gravating the
present state of things. [he importance of an -iÀeolo-gical stnrggle in all political conflicts neeôs no
further explanation. It suffices to see that, within
tbe tühiopiaa contert, the political banknrptcy of the
netty-bourgeois revorutionists of the EpRp was rargely
d.ue to their id.eological d.efeat. Therefore, in orderto cmsh right or left-wing opportunism on the politic-
al, orga,nizational, and. militarlr level, it is necessarîrto cl.isma,ntle it in the ideological stnrggle. He shall
here atternpt to present certain elements of the stnrggre
that characterize present clay Bühiopia.

Eegning with this issue we have opened. an ,information'
oorumn which presents the most important events in thelast few months. In future, we intend to afforcl more
room to the diffusiôa of inf,or.rnatfori on the political
life of our countr]'"in general.
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