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FOR A DEUOCRATIC TLTBRIIATIYE

On Septerber 12, 1974. the uprlalng of the peoples of

Ethtopla thaÈ va8 sParked alr lonths earller, acored one

of Èhe earlleat and !o8! loportant vlctories of the revolu-
tlon. 0n thst d"r, Erperor Haile Selaesl uas depoeed fol-
lovlng trerendous popular Preasure. Thls vlctorÿ, apectacu-

lar aB 1t etght have been, vâs netther the last nor the

roat slgnlflcant. But lt 18 celebraÈed every ,ear as an

ilportsnt landrark that cleared the ray for the ooat radlcal
trangforratlon of Ethloplan societ, that vae to fo11ov.

Hore than a decade after the February upaur8,e, horever,

Et,htopla holda a aeries of unenvlable records vhlch stend

as rân, refutatlons to the present dlcÈatorshtpts ertravagant

clalrs. Bven ag ye are vrltlng these llnea' Dore than 7 111-

1lon Ethloplana are ât grlpa vlth one of the noat deadly

farlnee ln the countryra hlstory. In one carP near the Èovn

of tORBUll 1n northern tlOLLO about 40 people are said to be

dytng evert dar. Ethtopla under the rlllÈary regioe has

been turned lnto a prlson state and â rar ravaged counEry.

llllllong of people lncludlng thousands of the countrrrg 1nÈel-

lectuals have been drlven lnto erlle forning a dlaepora

apreadlng fror Saudl Arabla and the Gulf to Burope, Âsia

and llorth Ânerica. Hov rany have been 1nÈerna11y dlsplaced

ae a reeult of the reglaera vars l8 a !atter of conjecture
but the flgure of 3 rtlllon does not âppear exceselve. llo-

vhere else. perhape, repreestôn, var and natursl disasters
have corblned so effectlvely Bo spread hunger, rlsery and

death ag they do ln preaent-day Ethlopla.

The treEendoue probleue faclng our counÈry and lta people

should not houever lead to Èhe conclualon that a decade of
untold aacrlfices ras al1 ln valn. It vas not. In the pro-

cesg of the turooll that characÈerized the country over Ehe

past ten tearsr Bthtopl6 has undergone far reachlng social,
econonlc and polltical EransforEatlons.
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The feudal econolic order and lÈs polltlcal and ldeo-
loglcal hold on our people have all be ehattered. Â ehort-
llved denocratlc erperlence arakened lll1lons vho becare

lnvolved ln the polltlcal Process ln a ray prevlously unknovn

ln the countrr. But by the end of 197'l Èhe forvard oarch

of the denocraÈlc revolutlon uâa arresÈed by an unholy a1ll-
Bnce of lnternal traltors and forelSn erpanslonlsts. If
the prlce pald to obtaln the vlctorlea of the revolutlonary

,ears vaa lndeed very hlgh, lt ls alnoat lapoeelble to [oa-
glne the ertent of the dlsaeter that folloved the Post-1977

aseault on Ethloplare delorcratlc and Patrlotlc forces. The

repreeal.on rae all the tore bllnd and ruthleee as the tralÈora
and thelr forelgn tarters had to face the deterrlned reals-
tance of the entlre people vho had no lnÈentlon of lettlng
allp aray the delocratlc vlcÈorles thet had been dearly ac-

qulred.

Thla brought lncalculable harm to the denocraÈlc revolu-
tlon. Â retrospecÈlve of poat 1977 events clearly ahovg t'het

Èhe obJectlve pureued by the reglne uaa the vholesale ltqut-
datlon of a generatlon of the countrtrs delocratlc and Patrlo-
tlc forces vho conatltüed the vanguard of the llberatlon
atruggle Btartlng 1n Èhe nld-glrtlea. fhe furÿ that accor!-

panled Èhe represalon, thlch to aone dlstant observers looked

dlsproportlonate to the actual dangera faclng the regl're'
can only be explalned by Èhe deslre to craÈe an Ialternatlve

gaptt slollar Èo the one atterpted by the Itallna fasclste
ln February 1936 vhen Èhoueands of young Ethtoplana lncludlng
nore than 300 foreiSn educsted lntellectuals vere oaesacred

ln Âddts lbaba ln three daYs.

A1l thts dtd not. hovever, brlng peace and tranqullllty
Èo the dlcÈatorahlp. The reglrerg agserÈlono to the contrary
notwlthstandlng, Ethlopla le still a coüntrÿ ln turnoll.
The pollttcal avakenlng of Èhe people acqulred durlng a decade

of struggle and Breât eacrLflces ls an lrreversable pheno-

renon. Ând as long aa the present dlctaÈorshlp' or an, other
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rêglrê for thrt rsttar, f.ll! to aeâolYG thê Droblê's of

dG.ocrsct, .alf-d.tcrllr.tloo rad nrtlooil lrdeP'odrocê

rGra oo th. r8€rdr of the F.bru6r, to,eacnt, ll cen

rc!t ôt DCtct.

ÿhIch

ThôÈ 1! rh, Èh. stru881. vl11 cottlnüê. 
^od 

toda, '
.orc thâr Gvcr ùGforGr thè Lat to vlctory lles 1o the forra-
tloD of tha lolt ov.rduê tr!tlonel detocrstlc e1têttaÈlr'
to th. .tlltery rcgllG. 

^ 
lucld t!rc.s.att of the sltutÈlotr

of thê ÿra8u.ld forcG! shoY! th.t ôt Ptca€trt th're Is oo

cradtÙ1. oatlon!l dctoctatlc 6ltGrnôtlve to thê r€8lre'
Eot tt la also clêsr thlt th. Potcttl.l doet erlôt' If Èhis

atatê of thllta, vhtch rGaultêd fao. rholcs'lG 'a!atcre.
cotrtlouê. to tbtt dsr, lt la oetthar fot lacL of s brosd-bâsêd

oppoaltlo! lror to th. lbsêtc. of d..ocrrtlc opPotltloo 'orê_
rêtrtr. It It ralhcr thG coiltlBuêd l.cl of unlt, atotB Èhe

dêaocsrtlc natlon.lltt .!d rÛltl-n!tlo!ôllt, rotê'êots Yhlch

accouota foa thê Pres.ot '.lt.rrâtlrc 8aP.i

Thê îrtlotrrllt, .olG.ê[ta ùhlch detcloPcd ô6 a rcaPonae

to Sroclng chauvltrlt.' leBltlrâtê r3 thê, 'rer csnnot bê

a aùbrtltutc for thtr dlrocrltlc âltcrûstlrc. 
^ 

l,tlted froût.
if 1t 1. to ùc crêdtbl. sod Gtfective thould b' coTstltuted

fro. !ll the coûotrtra de.ocrttlc SrooD! ![d or8atrl'ôtlont'
In thlr rG!pêctr tt la eîcoÙrâ81n8 to !otG thct thê T18r',
Peoplcrr Llberctloo Prort h6ô lêceotlt cor' out rI!h êleboratê

polttlctl aod orS.olsrtlo[al Dropoe!lr rhlch côn cootrlbrÈG

tovarid thG fol.ôtlon of a broad dG.ocratlc alllence'

la thc p.o!l.. of Bthlo9l!.îtar lrothcr dêctde of atruS-

8lc lt order to full, realleê thê deiocrrtlc oblectlte6 of

thr Feùrlar, .orc.êût, xBTISOXE c.lls uDor r1l Protrea!lYe
forc€s to tct to8êthcr alil hlrrcr oot thclr dlffcreoccs 6'

ô rtep touard uottr. ThIs Ye bcllevê la 
' Prlorll, tâtl lf ta

are to fulflll thê têaDoo.lbllltlGt bG!toeld uPor or b' ÈhG

teoa of :hour!oils of EthtoPten§ lho s'crlflced thelr 1tÿeB

lo the ttrü881e for llber6tlon 'nd 
b, Èhc 'llllonr 

rho sttll

suffer uod.r thc Srlpa of th. ruthlêrr trrânr,'
IIBT ETBIOPIA


