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FÀMINE ÀND ,MAN-MÀDE, PROBTEMS

NEW ETIiIoPIA, June 1980).In a rÇort dr food plospecÈs iJl 1991 , CADÀ, a

cdrsortium of aljcuf 50 N@s rorkhg in ELlltocpia
disclosed on 22 Nov€.rber 1.990 t}laÈ dre to faüure of
thê current yêalr I ME{R (trBiJt sêasdr} and plev-ail-
ing I tlEnirBdê in t]re norÈbetr !êgioôs of
tlE ccruntq', tàê lntÈêr of IÉqùê Lil<êly to lteêd food
assistâncê in 1991 cculd arsrrt !o a totà1 of 4.3
million. In lMr 1990, EÀO aLso lepolcêd a nêar
t(tal ctop failtEe in Eritlia aûi tr)art3 of ligEy ard
aFêa-led fo! 1 niLlicn tdûês of srêtgency food aid to
Ethiopia.

Since tàe lasE gEeat famine of 1994/85, such anflral
alæeals for aid bave bêdrE tbê trorm for Ethicpja,
ehjle a! thê sarê tire the ccllnLlyt s de{DcraÈic cEpo-
siticn folces havê been tlyiig alf alcûg to driax att,6t-
ti-(rl of tlÉ world cqrunity to ttte !æt causes of thê
üaæry 'ù!iô mrsÈ be tackLed if tiêre is to bê an eod
to fêmiiê êrld disaster in EÈIÉcpLa.

IL is rpt{ clear to evellrorÊ tàat civjl- Har, irlêFt
ecürcrrlic lDliqies and dlolrght lrarre lcôg bê€n !êsIEn-
si51ê for tlre farüne problefi. Evên the qôverrl,rEût
ackrD[rledqes that i.n additidl to drolght and ot]ér
natural causes, 'mar-Jliadê probl€fls'have thèir sharê
of rêsponsjlrility in thê country's food plob1ens.
Fol.Iowjrq the patLehs used ove! tlte yeare, tlE lùc-
v€llbe! report offers a brea]doirn of t}Iê nurùer of
eryecLêd victi.ns ty drawing a,r alæarently clear
disÈincLion bd.$eêo tàe nr,rlhêr of pecple affected by
naÈuta1 causes and otlprs tllaL rÊy stalrre and diê d)e
to 'manlîade p!oblârl3'. Àccording to the report
erpected figule for ÿiÉjjrE of naturâl causes j.s about
3,500,000 r{hile Chat of victsifirs of 'nan-rnade prob--
I€n§' is estjrÉÈed to be abc È 860,000 or dle-fiJth of
tlE tdal.

this figrEe is misledjr|g. Eêæ i,3, in fact, a lacl< of
coflnbn understanding as to ralEÈ êJâqLLy thêsê | nan-
fiâdê probLsrs' âJe arld tlrêrefore of the êjatent of tttê
darEge tàqf are causirg. In arl]r casê, tàese figures are
unacc+ablè to aLI tlrosê HtD belie\re tàat ttE ,rain
causê of ttrê pli.dlt of cu! peqrle k political ârld
thêrefore'ne,l-tade'.

l{an:rade prcblers cannot be 1jmited, as thê govern-
ûEnt has ldql pletended to a.qrEd conflicts jn tlle
ûolttreln parts of tlre corntry. ltEir effect is not
limited to pêasânts in areâs acÈrEIIy affected b,y
a-Ertd conflicts. Àdnittedly, in Erit!êa, Tigray, parts
of oLIo ard condar aglisi.turôL prodrction has beên
shârply æ<irced by tlre jnsecurity inhêrent to any
cûbat zqle. B.Ë -it sl§:ld a.lso bê cleâr tlEt aqdo.d.-
turaL plodrcticn jn rEo ôcnbâÈ zonês has afso suf-
fered frcm the ra.rs i.n tàe nortàêEt ægions.

Forced coriscri!Èioo of able+odied pêasants contin-
ues to uploot hlndreds of thausands of peoplè floûl
their falrs thus redEiJrg tlte pêasa,tt labour fôrce in
areas û|affected Èÿ tlte aErEd conflicts. Às eady as
1980 it ÿ.â9 êstirîated that t,hè !u!al ,tlanpctrer wj-t]r-
dratùr flom plodtction (rêfugees fleeing war and
rèp!essj..l, tlose forcibly lecruited in the dflitia,
displacêd persons, êtc.) accôurtêd for abcùt 16* of
the totâ-l prodrctive ner4»rer iJI agd-(11lture. (seê

In slDlt. aJsrEd ccoilicts j,l tlE rpltlEr:rt paË of tlte
coltrtly (and nci., ir r,estelxl Ethicpj.a) hâve ttEir dêv-
astâEing effê.ts tl agridr.lèuEL pÈodÉncn, distEi.br-
Èicn, invê-sErÊnÈ jr (ther sectols of thê eccnqrlt, etc.
o!e! tlE eotj,rê corÊry. IÈ tlrerefole beliâre tiat it
rrould bê wlong to assert that victiîs of'fiEn-Itadê
ptcbles'are to be fcùd only i.n areas âffected bl' tlre
r.rars ard to Lifilt tlÉir ri.fibe! to tllat of tlE pêasênt

fad.lies Livirq in t.}Ese â.nea5 aLc.E.

The !€{rlessi«I ard i.neft ecooomic polj.cies of the
ægirê's rÉkiig, Dhiô accdlnÈ for a consj-dêrablê
part in tlre c(,.rrltry's sorly state, cânrDt, bê di§tissed
as natuEl caLanitj-ês . The terf,n I nËJr{Bdê prob-
tsrts' in fâcÈ ogerlooks t.}re considerable rolê pfayed
Lry the reqiJrê's leplessive rlaturê â,ld its rigid eco-
ncrnic poticieg. ÀrresEs atld repression against tàe
ccurÈry' s iJrteuectrrals, !rod<e!s ônd otlE! sêctors of
tle pprJ.aticr, !!€potj-$, corr-Éioo etc. hâ\re la4e1y
ccntribtêd to thê coLlapse of tàe Ethiopiân ecorEnlr
ard lE\re *ifflêd a]l q)rEt of irliLiali\re ard tlE wi-L1 to
as§unE responailcility. Ihousands of intê]lêctuals
(ê6noinigcs, doctors, aqloncûLists ând other profes-
sicnals) harIe êittEr f]-êd tÏÉ cdmtr!' or refused to
lebJrn for fêar of leplessico.

ltE disastlqrs attêrqÈs aÈ fo!æd col]ect'ivizaticn ard
rigid sÈaÈe cdrcrol of agliqr.Ltural rErkêting anC
pricijq (officiauy abândoned ÿiith tàe reforanss ôn-
normcêd ir lrarch 1990) which have had coosidêrable
adt êrse êffêc,cs dr ag[lic1r.tule, are a1§o t nËniîadê
prohlens'. Alttsrgh che politicâl inpLicâtions ônd
consequeoces.{ æfnxiJlg of pricjrg lbliciês on t}É
rêgirê's tighè lrold on the econcq. and tlle conse-
quenæs for Iow jncoarE gzoups i,! utba,r centers are
fret. to be seÉI, it is rgj clær tllat ev€n tàese halJ-
t!êarted lefoErÉ have had positive effêcts on agriaû-
tural, plodlctioar.

ÀIt.t§.r*l it ft diffid]lt to spea]( of I legicôs unaf-
fected t!, tÈr| in a country utlich has bêen Iivirg for
years and coôÈjrlues to live under the constraints
irù€!€art to a rra.r ecorûq/, it is clêai tlat ev€n lelativê
peâcê and half-hearÈêd econoftic leforms coupled
lrith Etàiopia's considêrab]e agriq.rLturêI potêntià]
cân lêsulL iJr srbstantiâ.] jJlerease-s iJI plodlctico.

Âs is the case witlt many collntri.es in sub-SalEra
(Contd.page 4)
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I?re E'AO leæorE [EnLioned above noÈes rhat in the
lidtêst agdcultt El âteas of tàe ccr]rÈry !àidl are not
affe<ted try allEd corflicts, agrj.cuLÈural plc<à]cticn
bas shc*m a subgtarrtial j-nc!êase dle to the partj-aI
lifting of sollê tlBn..tlBde ploblens . Àccording to the
leporE, as a re'sl1lt of pol-icy refolnls in 1990, I lrhen
rigid sociâ-List pricirg policies uere retaxed. and
raiq/ sêason !,,as aÿêrage, the four legions accollItting
lor 2/3 of rlational outprt. æqisteled an incrêasê ove!
t.tre last year'. The sanE report. clrlcludes tàat tlese
regions e:q)ect. r lecord and a-bove aveaage prodJction,
5* greater thân last yêaÈ's hârÿest ârd 7* ôbove the
averagê for 1985-90
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GulÉ statês, nor ,:cnp!c.tÉse Ettlicpia's qood tiês lrith
EsypE.

À nlliber of .lêlegations ard notably one fftrû tlre
f\ffiit qp\rer:r ,eot jjl e!.i-le visitêd EÈhic,I)ia to tlarlk
lbrguistu fo: his fi-En staÂC aÉinst I!aq. ft 22 Nc-
ve(ber, a Sàudi envolr told !&nguistu t.tlat tlis ccdrl-
try'lrtro.Iê-nêa!tsêdly addred tàe strcng stârd takên
try Ethicp.a jjl o*mhg tlE fllegal Iaqi i,lv:asicn
ard tlat evêr sucrqer ælaLicr» ald friendship de\ret-
cphg ac ptesent beù€en saudi Àrdbjâ ârd Ethicpià
r,cu]d ,:rEble the.n to add-eve great resuLts ard bene-
flts iJt spheres of rutual, cerrcerrr'. ùre irrlEdjâtè
beoellt to !4erEuistu nas a prctnise of 400 nilLicr IrS

&Lrars of SarCi finapiaL aid.

À11 this bas led sc.rE obser/ors - inêludiig rEny
EÈhic{}iris - Co ccncfuè t-hat tlE G]If crisis has beêô
a wi.rldfall for têrEuisCu.

DE sârê caûrcÈ bê said of thê Àl Bastti! .!ifit&y jurtâ
jn Khartcf,.n t.tlià fùds itsêIf pràcticauy sullqtrrtêd
by countries ÿJtlidt have olÊed for the anti-Iraqi
&litic.r. Itità ho*.!Ie EqË. to tlÊ rD!tà, EthirDiâ to
t.}rê easts and Sal]di Àrabjà acloss tàe Rêd Sea, ttle
@nsêquences to thê â.ûËanErÈalisE junta,s hold to
poFer wele so cbvj-crrs t-bat otre §rdanêsê c[æosition
E)okesfiÉn teEred À1 Bashir's plo kagi stand as .an
ircredibLe blunder'.

Old foês lj}ê folrtEr p!êsi-dênÈ Jaffar ÀI Ni:rery,
ousted flon power jI 1985 are not{ openly prepaling
Èo givè !Èlat' tle:f believe wi-LI bè a ' corp de grlce. to
a bel€gueled and isolated leqdft ÿ*riclt is âl.so facirq
trêrDendous economic probLems aggravatêd by the
iJrtellulf,ion of flestêran aid. T?re follrer presidênt
tculed Grlf staèês in Octobêr arrd Novenber declàrinq,
as be dj'd to tlle (DE daily ÀL ITfNtrD Ltiat *He cane
to sêd< srjtrEbrt to tq:ple tlE rrij.itâry juita wàiù ha§
beccrê a tool of Inaq'and tbat in tàis ccnnecticn, he
rqfld ÿisie Et}licpja ônd IGû],a sæû.

surfâæd ilr cairo and declar€d tlrat âltlrrdt hê had

be€n <r.rst4d fo]l.c,ÿjrq t]e 'iXegal c.r..p d Etat iJl ü.r€
1989" hê stsiLI consideEed tlinÉêLÉ ttle tread of tle
aÀV ard tbe dtly lêgriÈjJ!Éte lepr€€otativê of t})ê
Strdanêse alrEd forces . oa 29 SepÈêtrùer a clandee-
tjrE Edio callirg itse]J ' voiæ of tlE fo!æ of lËti.oâl
Dsrpcratic Àlliance I read qrt a stsat€{ent bv tàe

'1êq"itilr6tê leadership of the aurEd folcee' wtLich

cc.d€rrtEd ttre junta's policy ir t}E qJ.f ard force-
fully rejected tlle l&a of srdan's'geijg a dâgger

ai.rcd at t}lê dEst of fEtë:nâ1. ES,pt, of Lêjrq a tæl
used to thleaten tlE seorrity of the Kingdqn of Saudi

Àlabjâ ârd a t.}l!êat to Èhe uûity of cf,rr nêigirbor
Ethiopia' .

ÀLI thêse irdicatê t}tat tlE À1 Bashi-r ægiÎê, trhidr
facês ùrpæoedêntêd aûC gtiowirtq hostiliLy flortt iLs
irmediate neigttbols ard cooldjiated oçPositidl florû
withir t-hê cortrl', i3 in q!êat dâtqer aÂC sBy not,

surtrive t}e tu.t1l!,il.

thè danqers fo! tlre st!14gle for darocr:acy in EEhioniâ
are no less clea!, Menguistu had aluays tr1êd to
sutrpress all ând âny c4æosition to his dictatorjaf
!u-Ie, altls-r*l fiLlitaql setbad(s and incleased irte.t-
rlati,dlal j,solatic.r drritq the pasts years, have led him
to ttEke scûE half-àearted efforts at iefoErs ô!d
unccavineing aÈt€rqts at negotiâtions to pêacefully
rêsolve the aûEd cônf]jcts ravaging tslre country,
lbny fea! tllat this poLiticâl ard miXta4, 'wirxlfa-tLr
,rBy lead tlte dictaÈor tso nEke ircoEecE arld dangelous
cdElu5idrs. Feelirq strcrger tban bêfoue, he nFÿ

!e$!È to his favcirritse scolched eartà tactics to si-
Lence dêfiDcratic oltr)osition ônd pursue hj.s never
abandoo€d drêan of a rni.-Litâly solurioo to t-lrê valiolrs
alrEd conf.Ltcts jn tàe @unt!y.

ÀltlEld! t.}E cosÈs of tàis darBelq.ts i].Iusion lrBy be
high jn teEru of incrêasêd wâ-r darage, contirûied !e-
pessidr ard èojâL of our 1æcple's firrldarêritaL riqùÈs,
særEr or later it rriMecqlê cfear tlat tbêê r{i-LI
nevêr be pêace ard stabiLity jn El}licpiâ r]t:tjl ard
unlêss tlre quescions of derDcracy and sêlf_detêtmi-
nâticn ale selicr]61y ard po6itivê1y addressêd.

Àfrica, dror8ht will rsrEin a problqn fo rÊr\r I'eârs
to cc[ê. Brts food sholtages lesuËiig flcrn poor raing
or ot}ler naturaL factols turan into derrastâthg fafihês
coly jjl @rntrie-s ljl(ê Ethiopia, hgofa, lrczaôiqæ,
Sudân ônd Liberia whele ûEn-rlBdê ploblerns gener-
atê serio.rs crise5 of r*ridr farrinè is bJt ttE nDst
tragi-c rEoifestati@.

ÀLtlq.E}l tnis uas û.È speUêd qre clêarly, c(ê field of
.joolreration in tàe 'sÊrêres of mlt'ual cdlceEr. rË9 ir
ccûtectidr wità tlE declared cbjectirrê of tlte SAudis t,o
q-ive poli-tical, nril.itâry êrd firErEiâl s.IIDlt to thê
Sudan PecpLê s Liberatica ÀIrrÿ erqaqed ijr a ]qq.
dra!,n-nut war against Khalgoum, and wàich for its
paJC has offeled to dis?atdr a cctltirEent of 500 îEn
'to dêferd Saudi Àl.abi.a and palticitr)atê iJl tàe li.be!a-
ticn of Kr:rait'. It j3 irièIy believed that tlE Salrdi
nüitallt and llEt'eria]. assistâncê to !êbeLs in sc'tt]Eln
$dan ill trônsj.t thrcoghÈ EthicI)iÂ lràê!ê the îrr\re-
rEot has lorq €njol,ed aLl-lcd.nd srEport..

E(cq*. Irdq aûC distanÈ IEn, ettlidl has erçrêssed irLI
${æort of Khartounrs Islamic orientatioo and has
called for a resolute stll{gle ôgâlrse tlE CtEi,st jàn
dôitrirated 9IÀ which lehêràn tèfiÈ as . a dangêl to
IsLàn and the UrsIllI!3' tàê ÀL Bashir jrhta seeirs to
enjcy rr s]bstanuial. cutsi& s\Iæôrc in its stn qgle
agarjtst risiJq c6posilicn.

À îDrê sêlious th.r"aÈ cafiê in laLe Septe$ùer Htten thê
folrtr Ctlief of Stâff of tltè $dânêsè ô!r!,, Lt.. genera.l
Fathi Abmed Àli lrent undergîonnd with trda otàêr
retüed high rdnkirq offiærs. À fe*, days later, he

tlaÈ i3 iity iÈ ttrnd be diffio t fo! us to acoe{i tlE
figur.ês ùhidr limit the nurber of er<pec{ed fàmine
vicèins of nnn nade prcblens to onLy dte-fifth of tàê
totaL, We argue tlÉg fiÉnîÉdê plob1eiIs a!ê not only
the araæd ccofl.icès hlt a wtDle sèries of ecùrcnric,
potitical and pou.cy ploblerns rhich mrst be ad-
ùêssed iJ a solutj.crr is to bê fo.nrl to o.rr cs.!rtq/ '!s
ptoblêtt§. Wit-hout lecognj-zhq tàe ovê].r.rlrelfling role
phyed ry lDliticâL ard othêr policy rEtt,ers !Èridr
ate of the ægjJIe § flBkirq, it iür-d be bard to ccûbal
tàe ifiEdiate effectss of fatltiie târ ploÿidjJq tàe nec-
e59âqr assi.stâncê to victir§, Iêt âlone to dô aHay ui-ttr
fatd.re irt tlE ].û9 !un.


