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iReactlonary and corrupt rogl.o; lh llogedlshu. Tho US alr
llfted Âr.s to So.âllÀ and Italle dld the 3ale. Prssldôtrt
Iubarak of Egypt proris6d Eupport for So.Àlia doclarlog fhet
hls countryts istratogtc 66crrlty ls ltnkêd to vhat istes placo

ln the reglon of the Horn of lfrlcar. 0n tho llth of Decs.ter
â uêek Iong US-Soralla Jolnt ranoeuvrea ond6d ylth the
staglng of a .ock alr b.ttlê ov6t' llogadlohu.

fror all thto lt ohould bô clêar thÂt th6 llorn ls once

agaln heedlng torards o dlsastor. ths prospocts for a peacêful
soluùlon basod on th6 rêcogûlt,lon of th6 rlghts of people
to sê1f detêrrinatlon and the l.lthdravsl of âll forelgn troopd
froi the reglon. rro b€co.lng .oro and rore alir.

thê rl8lng tênsion ln the reglon, rhich ls thê dlrect
resulü of thê Sovlêt bacled pact botyeon Bthloph, Llbya and

South lo.en. hs6 nothlng to do vlth the lntorsst8 end tha
siplratlon of tho pêoplos of Ethloplâ and Sotalia. ls ee

clearly stated at tho tlrê of the ôlSnlng of th€ tr6etl,
n[ErISotlE stands opposod to anÿ unprovoted rggreoslon agalnst
any nelghbourlng stetê Ànd ÿlll contloùê to yorl foa pôace

and stablllty ln thê roglon, baged on th6 prlnclplos of
non-aIlgûerênt and good nelghbourllneoi.

2000 troops geel cc-ylu!

the Sudne6€ dêputy co..lasLohêr for refugees llr. ll^SSB[

^lTIYA 
conflrred êarly thl6 year that an e6t1.atêd 2000

Ethiopean troop6 had crosa6d thê boàrder ln Decerber and

requêsted polltlcal asylur. over th6 past rontha ùhe

gov€rn.€nt of Sudan has alreaily grânt,6d âs!,lur to over
1000 El,hl opesn arry def6c[ora.

f,ven ts in Ethloplâ
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It le reported that the 2000 defeeting l,roops were

anrbushed by loyallst army units whlle [hey Ûere awnlling

a deelslon from Khartorrm' Âsked 1f these l'roops worrld lrr:

glven refugee status, ühe tlNtlCR dlrecl'or Tn t'he llttrlan sni'l
rrDeserters of any army ' accol'di.ng t o l,he i n l,erna l.i,rrrn I

eonvention are not refugees. BuL $re aro not exelurling the

posslblltty that they might be recogni zcrl i.n t'he lrr ttrrerr '

* 2nd COPIûE Congress : Inst,il,utlonalizlng t,he mllll,arY
dIcUatorshi p.

the seeond congr€§8 of the [Commlssion to organise t'he

Party of the uorklng people of Eühlopian (C0PWE) was held

1n Addts Ab ba ln Janrrary 'l 983. Â st'atement, issued at [he

end of the 4 day congress sald theI ib represent'srtthe [lna]
ehapter for the formal;ion of the uorkerrs parLyf. The

Ethlopean reglne gave no further details coneernlng the

date of the creatlon of t,he party. Brrt the Soviet, llews

Âgeney 1ÂSS dlsclosed on the 6th of January t,hat the

eonstltutlve eongre§8 wlI.l be held ln SepLemher 1981,. T^SS

also halled the holdlng of the eongress asrrÂ elear

demonsLratlon of the wlll of t,he trorklng pr:ople of Ethiopia
to eontlnue on the path of SociaLlst, construel,iorr and l,o

develop fraternal relatlons wlth all communisl' parl,ies in l,he

vorld led by the CPSUrt.

Iot-trlth-etandlng the t]ERCrs (and Sovj.et,) assert,ions to

the contrarÿr the naseent part,y has nothlng t,o do with
Ethiopias uorklng people or wlth democratlc and patrioLlr:
forees ln ühe countrY.

the compositlon of the eentral commi tl,ee of C0PltlE wi t,h

tts 121 nembers lssued at, the entl of the lst congress ln

July 1980 showed beyon«l any doubt that the so called
truorking class party[ wlll be nothlng more Lhan a gang oI'

chatrvlnlsbs and LralLors devold of anythi.ng demoeral,ic or

patrlotie. Âs we pointed out, ln July 1980 :

ItThe COPIIE central Commll,tee ls «lomlnntetl by lrigh ranking



-II-
military offlcers. The list of CC nembers that lras been
offlcially publlshed shows onry J6 offtcers in the l2l member
central committee. But accordlng to ItETIS0NE sources in
Addis Àbeba, ,(,6 more offl-cers slmply destgnated ae rconradesrl
r.ribhout any mentlon of t,helr mllttary ranks siü in the CC of
00PWE. Thls glves a total of 82 officers l.e. s full 2/)
of the entlre CC are nombers of the millüary. Accordlng to
the sane sources the composltion by ranks shows that there
are l6 generals, 28 colonels, 15 maJore, l4 captains,
6 lieutenants and I comodores. Uigh ranklng offlcers. .i.e.
generals and coLonele represet over half of the men ln
unil'orm ln ühe CC'r (Neu Ethlopla July/August lgSO).

The flgures revealed by MENGISTU at the 2nd congress showed
ühat no progress has been made by way of democraticitlng the
COP!,IE leaderehip. He dlsclosed that Just afLer the 1st
congr€ss workers constituLed 2.9 | of the membershlp of
COPIüE, peasants 1.2 X and uhat he called rrlntellectuals clvlI
servants, the rovoluttonary army and other soclal sectorsrl
represented 95.5 l. By November 1982 workorst nembershlp
had gone up üo 21.7 tr thaL of peasants to ),) t and the third
group has gone down by a fu1l 20 t.

Even taken at face value, these flgures call for sone
cLarifica[lons. As the slx CC members purged in January are
noL replaced the compositlon of the CC is the sane as In l9g0
It now comprlses 91 menrbers (down frour 9l) and 26 alternaLe
menbers (down from J0). Thls reans that the alleged [rlse
ln workerel and peasantsr membershiprr is not acconpanled by

a correspondlng rlse 1n representat,lon at the leadershlp
level, It is lnterestlng to note that even Radlo Mosco!,
deplored this fact 1n a commentary on the ?t,h of January.
Moscowls reasons for dlssatlsfactlon are clear. Those
appolnLed hy bhe regime as rrleadersrt of the workers and
peasant,s assoclations are not represented in the CC. And

l,hese elemonts are controlled by the Notorious KGB agent
Capbain LECESSE /tSfÂW.

0n the oüher hand by puttlng together rrlntellecLurals,
civil servants, ùhe revoluti.onary army and other soclal secl;orsrl
llenglstu 1s dellbratly trying to confuse loeues. These
dlfferenü groupÉ can not be pu[ on equal fooLlng for the
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Blmplo reason ühat nore Lhan 2l) of the CC are membprn of'

the arned forces I

Âny ray one Lhlng is already sure. The erenl,iorr of'

the ItworkersI partytr wI1l not. bring anymore sl,nblltt,v l.n

the country. Its only rrachlevemenLrr will he an lnstl l;ttl.-

lonallsatlon of the eharrvinisl, mi I..i Lary diel'a l'orshi p t'hn l'

noï nlsrules E[hlopla. The regl.me will never be ahle l.o copo

wl[h the problems of lhe eount,ry whieh at'e

eesentlally of lts own ereation. Âs ve noLed in 'lrrly l98o
hIt wl11 not help to eontaln or oDpense t,he ever widenirrll

oppositlon nor put an end to the viclotts intcrnnl sl,rlIs of
the rlval faetlone serambllng for t,he spoils ol ;rowet'r'.

0ur porltlon 1s clear. nl{EtISONE, l,oget,}rer ull.h'al. I

Ethloplas denocraüle and patrlo[le forces' wil] rrrt,hlessly
flght thts Comnlsslon and the rworkors part.v'r t,hat wllI eome

out of lt. It rl11 eont,lnue the struggle for t,he reeognl t,ion

of full denocratlc rlghts to the Et,hloplan people, t,he

creatlon of a genulne uorkersI party and for the riglrl, t,o

organlse other demoeratlc and patrlotlc parties and for Lhe

eeüabllshement of a free and democral.le El,hiopia on l,he

ruinê of the presenl, dieLatorshlp nnd il,s foreign masl,ersrt

(llew Ethlopta July/August, 1980).

r COPIE leadlng members purged

As the lnternal sürlfe ulth ln Lhe COPWE leadership
contlnues 6 leading members of the CC were prrrged ln enrly
January. Those purged 1n Mengustuls latest drive t.o

nPurlfyrr the ranks of C0PI{E bef ore I t aehieves fttl l part,.y

status lnelude Captaln TÀllRAT FEREDE a former top ofliciat
of the DERG and Mr. TIIYE GIIUU t,he head of C0PtlErS

cooperatives tlepartment,. The ot,her fottr leaders wcre

General IIERID IIECUSSIE' forrner chlef of st,aff of l,he

Ethlopean Arme<l forces, Oeneral GEBBRENnIST0S BUl,I,

ilr. TSSf^YE SllEt{AIE forrner mlnister of ett.lLttre and

Hr. TEFIERA l{0LDE SRI'l^ITE t,he f ormer mlnlster ol f i nanees

salrl l,o aave defected uhlle on an official t,rlp t,o Canadn.
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Ânother group of l4 members were expelled from COPhlE

an<l unspeclfled ildlsclpllnary meaouresrl were taken agalnst
five leading nenbers charged with rractlvitles contrary to
the obJectlves of C0PtJEtr. It 1s reported that the forelgn
nrinister CoI. FELEI(E GEDLE0I0RGIS ls among the flve
rrundlsclplinedrr elenents.

T ttUndiscipllnedr Peasantg and Inefficlent st,ate farms

Ever slnce agricultural pro«lucblon started to fall in 1978,

MENGISTU had lost no occaalon to blame E[hioplars peasants

for the famine in the country. At the 2nd congreso of COP}JE

he again stroseed that trThe decllne ln agrlcultüra1 productlon
for the consecutive two years can be attributed to sudden

chango ln ueather condltlone, the lack of the necesBary

work dlscipline on the part of ühe peasants...rl

The reglme propoaes collêcLlvlsatlon and extenslon of
state farms as sultable solutione to Ethlopiara food
problems. But the governmenüs collectlvlsatlon drlve ls
strongly opposed by the peasants. In 1982, there vere only
850 producersr cooperâtlvee ln a country ulth over 25.000
peasants associatlons. Aa for state farms, the üotal land
area cultivated roee from 71.000 hoctars to 30O.00O hecbars

during the last two years. But l{engleüurs report eays
rrwhile 25 quinbale of sheaL per hectar could be reallaed on

the average, the yield does not exceed'l{ hectars per hecLar

ln rnost süate farme and thls is not much bstter than that
produced by peasants ln aony areas ualng backward lmplements

of productlonrr.

No workable solutlone are propoaed to cosrbat'peasanL
ttindlsclpllnerr or to lncrease efflcloncy of state farme.
But the government stlll hopes that by 1990 the later uould
be able t,o fulflll thelr naln role; that of foedlng the urban

populatlon now ühat the country's peasants are cnnsumltrg nore

of thelr oun productlon.


