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Peasants con tinue to oppose forced colLectivis ation

As we have noted in the past, the regimers collectivisa-
tlon attempts are essentially motivated by its desire to for-
cibly sgueeze lhe surplus products of peasants. Thls is why
peasants have been strongly opposlng these attempts in the past.

Now even farmersr cooperatives establlshed during the
years 1977-79 are being disnantled by thelr nembers themselves.
In fact, experlence has clearly shown to the peasants that
producing collectlvely was tantamount to being tenants of the
regimers bureaucracÿ. Æter the democratically elected leaders
of the peasants were elthel aüested, executed or left for
exile, the reglmets rcadresr who were imposed on the peasantsl
associations started to behave more as agents of the governtnent
than as representatl.ves of the fanûers and defenders of thelr
legltlnate lnterests.

An endl.ess serles of pretexts (government taxes, contrlbu_
tions to finance the varlous wars, for the construction of roads,
schools, hospitals whlch never saw the light of day, etc...)
were used to conflscate a large part of the peasantrs productlon.

This ferd peasants ln various reglons of the country to
break up their co-operatives and work thelr parceJ.s indivldualJ,y.
one such decision which came as a hard brow to the regime was
that taken by peasants of a co-operatlve farn in the WOIDO KASSHA
dlstrict of the central SHOA region. In fact, The government
considered this co-operative farm as a moder. As such, it was
one of the "achlevementsi of the revolution that foreigners and
specially journalists were encouraged to visit. .qnother co-opera-
tlve farm dlsmantled by its menbers themselves is the one in
HURoqJDRU distrtct of the WoLLEGA region in western Ethiopia.
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As usual, the regime dld not try to examine why the pea-

sants themselves are forced to take such extreme decisions and

to solve the problen by peaceful means. Instead, government

agents that were sent to nsolvei the problem arrested four
peasants leaders in WONDO KÀSSHA and another 17 people ln
HUROCdJDRU on charges of rcounter-revolutionaly actlvitlesr.

) Workers aoainst offlclal rTrade-Unionsi

One of the highllghts of the revolutionary years and a

great achiarenent of the workersr movement ln the country was

the establishment in 1976 of the democratlcalty elected and

independent IA1I Ethlopla Trade-union'. But with the advent of

êounter revolution and soviet lntervention, the whole ldea

of a denocratic and independent Union was thrown overboald. The

elected leaders of the unlon ware assassinated, executedt

thrown into the countryrs overcrowded Jails or went into exile.

Handpicked agents of the nllltary dlctatorshiP were

lnposed on the wolkers as ileadersr. And in 19?9, the officlal
unlon becasre a full fledged nember of the Prague based nworld

Federatlon of Trade-Unions".

Over the past years clear sign of reJectlon of these lnpo-

sed leadets nere nanlfested by the Ethiopian working-class. But

now, workersr nilttancy has grown to such a hlgh level that the

governnentemployeeswhoparadeasnleadersnarebeingopenly
challenged by rank and flle workers. The latest and most slgni-
ficantdevelpmentlnthisrespect,wastheactlontakenby
the workers of KALITI BISCUITS factory ln the Rddis-Abeba region

and factory workers in the MoJO area , about ?O Kxns south of

the capital.

workers assenbltes in lhese various l0calities dècided to

dlssolvetheofflcialtrade.unlonarguingthatthellêadels,
are acting more as government agents than as representatives of
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their rnenbers. The dictatorship reacted by arresting what it
calLed the ringleaders. But repressive action dld not help
reestablish the offlclal trade-unlons let alone help then
gain credibility in the eyes of the workers.

) Menolstu reported womied about istudent hoolioansn

Out of the 75 0OO students who sat for the Ethioplan
school leavlng certlficate exanination (gSrc) ln 1981, it ls
reported that only 3 600 are to be adnltted to the various
faculties of the Natlonal Unlversity.' Thls has also been the
pattern over the last years. As nothlng ls provided for the
more than 70 OO0 ndrop outsi that are leaving school, they
are destlned to foru the ranks of the already lnportant army

of the unemployed. It 1s reported that the reglne Ls partl-
cularly nervous about the discontent and youth nilltancy that
thls sltuation rlll surely help to strengthen. l4englstu ls
reported to have sald that he does not want his reglme to
be overthrown by ndlscontent spearheaded by student hoollgans.n

Orders have been dlspached to varlous government depart-
nents to do everythlng ln order to enploy at least 4 OOO of
these rhooJ.igansi. Governments officials who argued that
nothing has been provided for such new employment ln the 1981-
82 buoget have been te:med as rsaboteurs' and threatened
with dismissal or dmprlsonment. Even lf the 4 OOO students
manage to get employed, the vast najorlty of thls yearrs
drop outs'are certalnly condenned to Join the ranks of the
unemployed thus further deepening the econonlc and social crisls
facing Ethlopla under the nititary dictatorship.

) soldiers sararles increased

I

Unlest and demorallzatlon have been growing wlthin the
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armed forces during the year 1 981 . If the main reason for the
demoralization is the endless fighting at the various rarfronts
the lncreaslng cost of leaving ls also an impottant factor ln
the army discontent. fn spite of the deep economlc crisis
characterized by galloplng lnflation, famine and mass unemploy-
nent, the regime was forced to accept at least the salary increase
denands foruarded by members of the armed forces.

The new Deasures include US I 1 5 and US I 20 nonthly lncrc-
Eents fo! soldiers and offlcers respectlvely, better ratlons
and other benefits for all members of the armed forces and

their famllies.

As Eerlbers of the Pollce and Security Forces, who had

fprwarded sinilar demands, were rrforgottenr by the governnent,

the former pressed for their demands and threatened to go on

stllke if these rvere not accepted by the regine. The nllltancy
and unlty of the mbers of the police and securlty forces
forced the govelnment to concede salary lncrements simllar to
those given to nenbers of the armed forces.

These lncrements whlch are not provided for ln the 1974EC

(tSAt-tgAZ) budget, wlll of course mean an Lncrease ln the
forced trvoluntary contr!.butionn lmposed upcn the people and the
dlverting of nore resoulces from social and economic proJects.
But other developoents are showlng that squeezlng more from the
already lmpovertshed workers and enployees will not be an easy

matter.

) Salarv adiustments demanded bv workers and emplovees

One lmportant feature of the economic crisis in Ethlopia
is the gallcping inflation aggravated by salary freezes inposed

on workers and governrnent employees since early 1979. Now con-
ditions have become so unbearable that urban dwellers have rea-
ched the point where they feel that they ihave nothlng more to
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lose by darlng to struggle.n

During the nonths of November and December, a serles of
actlons in different factories and goverruoent departments

have shown that workers and employees are more and more

deteroj.ned to struggle for thelr llghts.

Ln November, enployees of the water and sewage departnent
of the clty of Addls-Abeba, where the average saLary ls t§ I
17.25, put forward demands of salary adjustments 1n'order to
cope wlth the rislng cost of llving. The sane month, employees

of the Ethlopian Alr Lines and the workers of the AIIBESSA Trans-
port Company Joined the struggle and threatened to go on nwork

to rulen strikes lf thelr denands are not net. The Ethloplan
Teachersr Association, voiclng the grlevances of lts 20 OOO

nenbers, forrnrded slrallar demands and succeeded in having
accepted a committee enpowered to conduct negoclatlons wlth
governnent authoritles.

The nost serious challenge to the government came ln
Deccnber, when the national lorry drlversr assoclation suppor-
ted lts demands for hlgher pay and better worklng condltions,
by a short lived strlke. The government pronptly responded by

amestlng 6 workers who were singled out as the rringleaderstr

of the novement and by forcing the lorry drlvers to go back

to work at gunpoint.

The historlc slgnificance of these actlons does not of
coulse lay in the lmnedlate successes that are registered.
Almost all of them have been severely repressed. The lmportant
thing ls that after years of despalt and feellngs of power-
Iessness, workers and enployees have now gained confldenc.e and

are ready to unite and struggle. The tnevitable deepening of
the soclal and economic crisls that characterizes present day

Ethiopia and this regained militancy and confidence of the
workers will surely lead to an lntensiflcation of the struggle
against the milltary dictatorship. This, we are sure will pro-
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vide a better ground for aII patriotic and progressj.ve forces
that struggle for a democratic regime ln an independent
Ethiopia.

I Church properties confiscated

In what ls seen as an intensification of religious perse-
cutlon against the non-orthodox churches in Ethiopia, the regime
confiscated many church properties in November and December

1981. The MEKAI.IE YESSTS church, which ls a nember of the wotld
Lutheran Federation, seens to be more hlt by this wave of
inationalizationr. It is to be resËered that pasteur qJDINA

TtMSA, the leader of this religious communlty in Addls-Abeba
wàs abducted by government forces 1n February 1980 and that hls
whereabouts have not been disclosed ever since.

CrtHER NEITIS

) rTorture ls an internal affairr

' So goes the argunent used by the Ethiopian regi.ne and the
Soviet bloc countries, used to oppose a United Nations general
assembly resolutlon aimed at creating an lnternational fund to
help torture victlms all over the world. According to the United
Nations resolution, this fund is to be used to provide legal
protection, medical care and economic assistance to the victims
if and when they get released. A vast najority of the nember
states of the Unlted Nations voted in favour of the resolution
while 18 countries (lncluding Ethiopia) opposed it.


