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EÿENTS IN ETHIOPIATT.-.-r-r-t-.

UN official reDolts onna canp of deathn in EthioDia

nThis is a canp of death. A câmp situated in the middle of
nowhere. A carnp where young boys who are supposed to follow li-
teracy courses are in fêct dying. I have never seen children in
so bad physical condltions n.

The COPVJE C.C. holds ûeetinE

This j-s how a UNHCR spokesmân, Mr. LeoD Davidco, descrlbed
the situation in a treeducation campn in the Ogaden area whele
more than 20.OOO people are forced to live under the most j.n-
hunan conditioDs, Mr. Davldco who just returned fro[.r a visit to
Ethiopia toLd journa.l,ists that the conditions at this canp
"r€re the worst that I have ever coDe across during rûy long
career Ln the service of hunanitalian organizations working in
the third wo!J.d. According to Mr. Davidco, this canp is onè of
several 'reeducation cahps' rhere ndisplaced personsi who have
nothing to eat or driok are supposed to foLtor.ÿ nllteracy coursesn.

Due to the seculity problens in the legion and the difficut-
ties of road transpoltation, suppliG cannot reach these canps
by road. The UNHC8 authorities at one tine considered to ofier
transport planes to hrlDanitarian organizatlons operating in the
area. But ltE. Davidco noted that the HCB nis not sure if the
locâl authorj-ties would allow concerned hunânitarian organlzations
to operate independently to save the noribundr. Here the HCR
spokesnan is cleally refeling to the uncooperative attitude of
the Ethlopian regj$e which insists that aL1 assistance be cen-
tralized through i.ts ireLlef servicesn instead of bej.ng dlrectly
distributed to the victùrs. The military dlctâtorship has lts
own reasons to insi.st on such I centla li zatloni . It has long
been an open secret that the Derg diverts relief rnateri.al in
order to support its wars at the varlous fronts.

M!. Davidco also spoke of the si.tuation in Somali.a wilere
the numbe! of refugees fron Ethiopia now stands at nwell over
a million and ha]f". He sâid that the sltuation in the refugee
casrps thele !ÿas ndesastroustr ând warned thàt unless rapld âs-
sistance is forthconing tthe situation can be catastrophicn.
He disclosed that the UNHCî has eêrmârkd a total of 158.4 mLllion
US dol]ârs to help some 9OO.OOO lefugees tn 1981 . But as thei!
number IEs already gone beyond the one and half nilllon nark and
ès nthe flow of refugees from Ethiopia is steel continuingt Mr.
Davidco said that the s!ÛIl alLoted 1s already insufficient-

fhe above is onLy a partial view of thê Ethioplan tragedy.
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The 20.OOO rrdisplaced peoplen in this particular camp are but
a small fraction of the total. According to Mr. S.Adugna, the
regimers comrnlssloner for nrelief and rehabilitationn the
nunber of such ndisplaced peopletr in the country is 1.8 million!
A better picture of the situation in Ethi.opia can be obtained
if one considers the fact that two and a half m. people have alr.eady
been exiled and that according to government figures more than
5 million people are exposed to famine.

The çgpuiE meeting did not durell on these problems. True,
some passing remarks where made here and there but none of
these problems was seriously considered.

The COPWE clique could not just brush aside the problem
created by rising prices that has already made life unbearable
to urban dwelIers. Mengistu acknowledges this in his report
and declares that rman made shortages have made it impossiblefor us to controL the prices of basic commoditiesn.

The famine in Ethiopia and specially in the rural areas
is a reality that the regime was froced to recognize in April
1 98O. But now it looks as if the nfood problemrt exists in the
urban centers on1y. According to Mengistu "the country cannot
provide regular food supplies to the citi.esr', and the situation
is the result of the rlow productivity of peasants,r.

The COPWE clique seems to forget that war, repression andexile whose responsability lies entierly with the military dic-
tatorship, have decimated the peasant ptoductive manpower.
More over, the fanine situation in the cities is partially
caused by the withholding of grain by surplus producing peasants
who demand manufactered goods i.n exchanqe for the surplus to
be marketed. Not recognizing this simple fact the COphlE clique
Jays the blame upon trindividualist peasantsrr and itrural capita-
Iismrt. In any case, the peasantsr demand for the manufacteied
goods can not be met -and food shortages are bound to continue-
because the industries in the cities trare no more in a positionto satisfy the demand for consumption goodsr even in thê urban
centers.

In the past two years, mass J.ayoffs have thrown thousandsof workers out of jobs. nSocialist'r Ethiopia is not even abLeto maintain the level of employment of the pre-revolutionary
days. Mengistu recognizes this and even declares that nthe
problem of unernployment is getting increasingly serj.ousn. But
he offe_rs nothing by way of solution to this nincreasingly
seriou§ oroblem.

Angther problem recognized by Mengistu is that created byrrthe dwindling foreign reserves of the country,r. But he does
not utter a single word about the billions of dollars thatgo-to pay for.-soviet arms and [servicesn rendered by foreign
soldiers and tradvisors[.

As the COPIIIE C.C. did not dwell upon the real issues, thesolutions that are proposed are incredibly stereotyped, vague



and unworkable. The COP$JE resolution proposes forced collectivi-
zation as a means of overcomln§ upeasant indivldualismu and
solving the rfood problemn in the country. But peasant resistance
to such measures that are meant to squeeze out their surplus
wlthout givi.ng any thing in return, haè already proved to be
insurmour:tabIe. Past attempt at forcedcollectivization have only
succeeded in touching off a series of peasant revolts and the
future holds nothing better in store for the regj-me.

According to the COPIYE resolution, the countryrs problems
in the fleld of industrialization are to be solved by the catch-
word nwe must build heavy industryr'. To overcome unemployement
the COPI/ÿE clique resolves rrto create more jobstr. To do away
with prostitution nwomen will be trained in skills that woul.d
aLlow them to earn their lives honestlyr. To boost Ethiopiats
foreign exchange ]tthe country must produce more cash cropsnetc.

All this is of course well and good. But one does not see
how such solutions can work under a regime whose unjust wars
against the popular masses are swallowing up the countryrs human
and financial resources and are completly disorganizing itrs
economic life. Judging by what the COPI{E cllque has to say
about nthe modernization and reinforcementn of its armed forces,
it is clear that the regime intends to pursue its devastating
wars which are absolutly incompatible with the development
objectives that.are outlined aboveo

) Forced recrutement to be ra

Mengisturs central report to the COPWE meetlng is full
of references to Jmaginary rvictoriesr over what he cal.È the
nbanditstt in Eritrea and Itcounter revolutionaryn forces all
over the country. What one gathers from the report is that the
regime continues to reject all peace negociations with Eritrean
liberation forces and any democratic solution to the other con-
flicts in Ethiopla.

But the various unjust wars have become so unpopular that
the regime has been resorting to forced recrutement over the
past years. Nowr even this is not enough. The regime intends
to systematize and generalize the recrutement system by setting
up an obligatory nnational military servicerr for aII young
Ethiopians. The COPIIIE resolution states that the details of
this [national servicen have already been worked out and would
be effective in the near future.Moreoverthe reinforcement and
modernization of the armed forces was singled out as the
"priority taskn of the day. According to Mengistu [the revolu-
tionary a::ny should be equiped with modern and sophisticated
arms that can be provided by modern science and technologytr.

The implications of the announced measures are clear. The
country is to be drained dry in order to pay for the rrmodern

and sophisticatedtt arms that are to be used against its own



people. National resourcas thât ate badly needed for it's Ceve-
lopoent are going to be depleted even mo!e. But more replession
coupled wlth less and less resoulces to solve the countryrs
soclal and economlc probleDs, can not lead to peace and sta-
biltty in Ethlopla. It ylll only sharpen the contladictions be-
trveen the nilitary dictatolship and the people and lead to
ao lntensification of the struggle that ls being waged to libe-
rate the country fron the grlps of the regioe and its foteign
a.LU,es .
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Young wonen rounded up in Addis Abeba)

fhere üEre tj.nes rheo the legiae used to cone out with
widely publisized propositions aioed at ploviding a nfinal
solutionn to the proble!0 of prostltution in Ethlopia. Gre such
proposaL was a proglanne launched in 1979 that ixas supposed to
provide nhonourabLe emploFrent' to prostitutes 1n Addis Abeba
ând the other urban centers of the country. To this effect,
all plostitutes and other unemployed women whele asked to regis-
ter and wtrere promlsed Jobs as soon as the registlatj.on foma-
litles $,here completed. But to thei! dlsnay, all those that
enthusiastlca.lly ,egistred discovered very quickly that all the
talk about nnelv enployerûent opportunitles' was political
yrlndow dressing and nothing Dore. In fact over the last two yêals
no nêrÿ jobs uleDe cleated to absorbe the army of the unenployedln Ethiopiars cities. On the contrary, nass lay offs during the
past two yeals have throrm thousands of people out of work. As
nay be expected, wonen werle the main victioes of the econoûic
breakdorvn in the country.

one consequence of the crisis has therefor€ been an increasein the nunber of prostitutes in Ethl,opiars cltles and speciallyln Âddls Abeba. Thel! nrnber, which was estloated at BO.OOO
during in the pre-1974 perlode, has now gone up to i{eLl over
10O.OOO ! The problen was so serious that 1t i{âs one of the sub-
Jects ralsed in Mengistu's leport to the COPÿJE neeting in early
February. But the lsolutionn that followed is rather unexpecteà
even corûing fror a legine uhich seens to have nothing but imill-
tary solutions' to aII and every problen faclng the èountry.

In nid-februaly orders where given to the security folces
to lound up prostitutes in Addls Abeba. This decision is byltself condemnable. But the way the security forces tlled to
apply it is absolutly revolting. For a r,rhoLe rreek younq wonen
founded in cafès, hotels, at the BoLe lnternatlonai âi;port
and even the unemployed and school dlopouts found on the streets
ÿrere molested and brought to the nearest police station fo!nquestioningn. Marrled nonen were reportedly released Iater astheir husbands ca$e to ]ook for theE. No charges have been brought
agar.nst the hundreds of rvonen that are still kept in custody
under extremely lnhunan conditions. But then, wiat charges can
be brought agalnst then unLess and uDtLl unerDployeFent àndpoverty arc included in the already long list of 'crines agaLnstthe revolutionn?


