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EVENTS AND VIEÿüS IIIIIIIII EVENTS AND VIEÿÿS IIIIIIII

t The establlshment of an "Institute of Nallonal.Ltles"- rlIIIlIl

Àn ,,Instltute of Natlonalltles" has been established by a procl.anat-

tlon lssued on 24th Ètarch 1983. Dle-hard chauvlnists creatlng such an ln-
stltute to "solve" the natlonallty problem democratlcallyl Doesn't thts
remlnd us of the .l,llnlatry of Land Reform" establlshed by the feudal em-

peror to "Eolve" the land guestlon ln Ethiopla? Yes, lt doesl And we can

say from the outset that the latest flndtng of the dlctatorshlp wlll fare
no better that lts lnfamous predecessor.

The Instltute, whlch Is answerable to the Central Commlttee of
COPlilE,'ls entrusted wlth a number of functlons lncludlng a) the regis-
tratlon of all natlonalltles tn Ethlopla, b) the study of thelr econonlc,

eoclal and cultural llves, as well as the stage of thelr development, c)

the study of thelr settlement areas and the geography of thelr reglons,
d) the posstbtlltles of restructurlng the present admlnlstratlve arran-
gements ln vlen of the formatlon of the Peoplers Democratlc Republlc,
etc.

The ldea of such an In§tltute was Put forward by Ethtopiars Progres-

slves as early a8 1975. At that tlme, the Natlonal Democratic Revo-

lutlon Prograrnme rras acceptetl by the reglme as the comprehenslve gulde-

llne of the revolutlon. It recognl.sed the rlght of aII natlonalltles
to self determlnatlon. The ldea was, therefore, put forward on the as-

sumptlon that the polttlcal wlll to solve the problem peacefully and

"ln a democratlc manner" exLsted.

Whlle acceptlng the Programme as a whole, !4E.IsoNE declared at
thht tlme that tt had reservatlons concernlng the tmposltlon of "Re-

glonal Àutonomyi as the one and only solutlon. The central plllar of

Me,isone,s argument was that the cholce of the adminlstratlve setup

to be adopted was something that should be worked out wlth quallfled
representatlves of the natlonalltles concerned.

Itlsagalnstthebackgroundofthtsprlnclpalçlosltlonandin
llght of the chauvlnlst developments that have taken place ln the

country ever aince, that iletlsone Judges the move of the government.
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The collectlon of data ls a neces§ary but not a sufflclent con-

dition for the democratlc solutlon of the problem. one declared aln
of the Instltute ls the stutty of poeslble arrangements to allov, the

natlonalltles to be "self-governlng" under the overall leadershlp and

control of the nrrorklng Class Party". One does not have to read be-

tween the llnes to conclude that the lntentlon ls to work out a "30-

lutlonn wlthln the general framework of the chauvlnlst mllltary rule.
Therefore, even lf these nself-governlng" entltles ever Bee the 119ht

of day, they w111 be no more democratlc than the present 'mass organl-

satlons" led by hand plcked appolntees of the reglme.

In the lnterval, the governmentrs move seem§ to have two obJectl-
ves. By promislng equallty and "self-rule", lt Lntends to undernlne

the actual or potentlal mass base that natlonallst organlsatlons could

muster. on the other hand, the alm ls to "prove" the reglme's good wlll
and lt's desire for a peaceful and democratlc solutlon of the problem

of natlonalltles, Thts pollt|cal trlndov, dresslng ls of course lntended

for lnternational consumPtl-on.

such promises made by chauvlnlsts are not nore credlble than those

made by the feudal emperor on the abollshlng of the feudal lancl holcllng

system. If some people do entertaln llluslons on thls matter, ÿre âre

sure that the frenzy mllltary preparatlons that are undertlay and the

grosse violatlons of human rlghts that contlnue w111 help them open

thelr eyes.

* Forced conscrlption leqallsed

on 4th May -1983, the Ethloplan regime lssued a proclamatlon estab-

llshtng an obllgatory natlonal milltary servlce. A few days later, thls
was followed by another decree establlshlnq a Mllltary Comlssarlat and

terrltoriaI peoples milttla In order "to enable the broad masses to con-

trlbute their due share In defendlng the country and the revolutlon".

The NMS proclamatlon rnakes all 18-30 year-old Ethloplans ellglble
for conscrLptlon and allows for all 30 to 50 year-olds to be tralned as

reservlsts. It vrlll lnvolveat least 6 months' mllitary tralnlng and two

years of actlve servlce. The follow-up and lmplementatlon of the servlce

and the overall resrronslbllity for the settlng up of the terrltorlal peo-

ples' mllltia ls asslgned to the chlef commlssar and nllltary comnLssars

at the reglonal, provlnclal and dlstrlct levels as well as ln urban cen-

tres.
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Ethlopla already has by far the strongest army ln Independent Àfrlca.
And yet, thls does not seem to be rulnous enough. The objectlve behlnd the
new proclamatlon ls an expanslon of the Ethloplan army. Menglstu made no
gecret of thls. At a rally speech, a few days after the proclanatlon, he

clearly Btated that the NttS would mean 'an expanslon of our defense base

by the active partlclpatlon of the reglonal mllltla and those on natLonal
servlcetr. Àccordlng to the dlctator, thls decree does not lmply a shlft
away from a defense poltcy based on an over lnflated and economlcally rul-
nous regular army. There wlll stlll be a need for 'a hlghly capable and

rellable regular army, whlch should have adequate knowledge of modern mL-

lltary scl,ence and ls profrerly equlpped".

The ldea of a 'Peoplesr Mllltla" ralsed to allow peasants to defend
the revolution ln thelr respective reglons, whLle at the same tlme partt-
clpatlng ln productlon, has never been Fut lnto practice by the mllltary
regime. Most of the mllltla orlglnally recruted on a short term basls ln
1977-78 and moved to rrar fronts outslde thelr respective reglons have ne-
ver been demoblllsed. Insplte of wlde spread peasant opposltion to thls
concept of "peoples, mllltla., the proclamatlon malntalns and lega-
llses thls practlce. rt clearry states that "the terrltorlal peoplers
mll1tla at all revels tnusÈ accept rrostlngs outslde the admlnlstrative
zone ln whlch they srere establlshed".

rf all 18-30 year-olds and especially young peasants are eligtble
for the so-called peoplesr mtlltla and courd be posted anywhere in the
country, then one wonders why the Nils ls lntroduced. The answer is
clear. Behlnd the scene dlscusslons among leadlng copwE members have
shown that the prlmary targets of the NMS are unemproyed young peoole
ln the country's cr.tles. Thrs in fact $ras the alm openly declared by
a spokesman of the reglme ln early January 1993. At a press conference,
reported by the ÀFp, Major cirma Nevraye, of the COpÿ{E,s ldeotogy de_
partnent, stressed thls polnt by declarlng that the NMs wrlr "concern
young boys and glrl.s aged at least 1B years and havlng compreted therr
secondary educatlon".

rn 1983, over 100.000 students sae for the Ethloplan school Leav-
lng certlfrcate examlnatlon. out of these, ress than 7.000 passed and
even fewer were admLtted to the unlverslty. Thls means that over 90.000
young peopre have jolned the ranks of the rarge arny of unemproyed. Às
usual, faced wlth real and overwhelmlng problems, the reglme has opted'
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for the wrong solutlons" By forclng young educated Ethloplans to Joln
the army, the dlctatoshlp lntends to "solve" the unenPloynent problem

and ward off agltatlon whlch ltould lnevltably result from growlng dls-
contenÈ ln the cltles. At the same tlne, the government intends to off-
set the effects of defectlons and denorallsatlon ln the Àrmed Forces.

METISONE belleves that lt ls the duty of all Ethloptans to defend

the natlonal lndependance of the country and the fundamental democratlc

rlghts of lts peoples. But thl§ ls qulte dlfferent from defendlng the

lnterests of the mllitary cllgue. one baslc objectlve of the so-called

"Natlonal" mllltary service !s preclsely thls. That ls rÿhy l'IETISONE wlll
contlnue to oppose the NMS, which ls nothlng but yet another exclamatlon

of the reqlme,s war agalnst our people and a move that would surely ag-

gravate the already overwhelmLng soclal and economlc problems of our

country.

Compara tive milltary strengh ln Afrlca

Àccordlng to the London-based Internatlonal In§tltute of stra-
teglc studles, south Afrlca ls stlll mllltarly the most powerful Nat-

ion on the Àfrlcan contlnent. Pretorla has 81.400 men permanently

under arms and more than 400.000 more capable of belng moblllseal qulck-

ly, whlle lts 211 combat planes makes lts À1r Force wlthout rlval.

Àfrica's second largest army belongs to Ethlopla. It's Armed For-

ces have 250.000 men and 113 conbat alrcraft, malnly Mlgs. rn addltlon,
loglstlc support ls provlded by 1.400 sovlet advlsors, 13.000 cubans

and 250 East Germans.

Among other mllltary poÿ,ers ln Afrlca, the IIss notes Somall'a

(62.000 men and 55 alrcraft), Nlgerla (138.000 men and 30 alrcraft),
TanzanLa (40.350 men and 29 aircraftl, Kenya (16.650 men and 29 alr-
craft), zaLre (25.000 men 19 alrcraft) and zlmbabwe (63.000 men and tll

alrcraft).
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Ethlonlan refusees ln Dilboutl: The new plloht

rIn the preBent state of spreadlng economLc crlals and faced with
the lmpoaslblltty of local lntegratlon, time has cone to envisage, wlth
respect to refugees granted asylum ln the Republlc, new measures, the
most favourable belng thelr return home".

Thls ls hor Djlboutlrs Presldent, l,lr. GOULEDE; justifled recent mo-
veB to return refugeea to Ethlopla. The econonlc problems ralsed by t_he

DJlboutl leader ehould not be overlooked. The country ls devold of natural
resaources and as such has not much to offer to the 42.000 refugees who
crossed lts frontlers after 1977-78. This, by the way, Is a reallty whlch
some offlclals of the UNMCR tend to overlook rhen they assert that these
Ethloplans have flocked to the country for 'economLc reasons", le ln search
of a better llfe therel Nelther does DJlboutl.rs econonlc problems would
Justlfy ln any way the persecutlon and harassment of the refugees by the
countryrs securlty forces.

The fact of the matter la that these Ethloplans have fled the country
aa a result of mllltary confllcts and chauvlnlst represslon ln reglons nelgh-
bourlng DJlboutl and unprecedented vloratlon of fundamental human rlghts
elsewhere ln Ethlopta. Às such, the refugee populatlon is composed of two
more or less dlstlnct groups.

rn the'frrst group, one flnds peaaants and nomads who fled "en masse",
leavlng behlnd them areas affected by armed confllcts. But rt would be
wrong to assume that these are only,war refugees". Thelr fltght started
Èo take alarmlng proportions after the end of the somali-Ethloplan war in
llarch 1978. rt was provoked by the Ethlorrlan reglmers punltive expedltions
agalnst the clvlllan populatlon and by lt.s crlnlnal efforts at permanently
depooulatlng the area. rn thls sense, the suggestlon contalned ln the trl-
partlte agreement between the UNUCR and the Ethioplan and Dilboutl govern_
nenta to the effect that "the condltlons whlch prevlously red to the exo-
dus of the refugees from therr country are no longer present, does not hold
water. Has the Ethtoplan dlctatorshlp grown less represslve over the past
years? The answer rs of course No! Nobody ln hls rlght senses wourd argue
that such an evorutron has taken place in Ethtopta. Nobody can make us be-
lleve that all the refugees can return to their vlrrages wlthout rlsklng
yet another masslve represslon. Às the French Ner"rspapaer ',Le Monde" mtldly
Put lt, those acqualnted wlth the reglmers human rights records can rrut no
confldence ln the "guarantees" that are belng offered.

t
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In the second place, there ls the case of "polltlcal refugees' ln the
strlct sense of the tern. It would be a serlous mlstake and a crlmlnal mls-
calculatlon to try to Bolve thls problem by referrlng to lllusory 'guaran-
tees" eoncernlng thelr safety after return. Thls grouP of polltlcal oppo-

nents le composed of students, lntellectuals, defectlng soldiers and offl-
cers, merchants, etc. They all flecl the country whlle on the verge of ar-
rest or executlon. If they return, these refugees rrlll be all the more ex-
posed to brutal represslon that they are f,olltlcally motLvated and there-
fore consLdered as potentlally dangerous elements. Thelr lsolatlon ln the
countryrs urban centres wlll nake them an easy Prey to the reglmets secu-

rlty forces.

fn vlew of all these, EthloPlan refugees tn DJlboutl have repeatedly
stated that they w111 not return to thelr eountry untll the overall poll-
tlcal sltuatlon shows slgna of substantlal Lmprovemente. Thls Posltlon ls
malntained |n a serles of statements lssued by the "Ethloplan Refugees Com-

mlttee ln Djlboutl".
Put under strong pressure to return "voluntarlly" to Ethlopla,

some peasants have already reglstered for repatrltlon. In late sep-

tember, the flrst group of rreasants (about 200) left for home and

the Ethloptan reglme qutckLy noved to explolt what MaJor Dawlt wolde

Glorgls of the RRC termed as "a major success" for hls government.

thls, however, ls a far cry from the reallty. Accordlng to Ratlto D]1-

.boutl, out of the 35.000 refugees ln the À11 sabeh and Dlkllle carnPs,

only 3.500 have reglstered for repatrlatlon. Independent reports spéak

of several refugee famllles fleelng lnto the somall Republlc and suf-

ferlng a second exll ln order to escape rrhat the concerned authorltlee

stlll prefer to call "voluntary" rePatrlâtlon'

Thepllghtofthevastmajorttywhorefusetoreturnwlllsurely
contlnue, unless the lnternatlonal communlty moblllses to save llves
by sharlng the Djlboutl goverrunentrs burden. ÿre also belleve that there

should be a posltlve response to the call made by the "Ethloplan Refugee

commlttee" concernlng the resettlement of polltlcal refugees ln other

countrLes. This, we belleve, ls a humaln response to the problem and the

onlyonethatshouldbepurauedlfyetanothertragedyletobeaverted
in the Horn of Africa.

I
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r Ethloplan YorrEhil@

Slnce the notorlous "Natlonal Revolutlonary Development Campaign"
was launched ln late 1978, the use of forced labour has constltuted an
lmportant feature of the regLme'e attempts at solvlng Ethioplara econo-
nlc problems. In 1981, this lnhuman practlce uas exposed before the
Unlted Natlons Commleslon on Human Rtghts. The London-based 'Àntl-Sla-
very Soclety" submltted a well documentated report accuslng the reglme
of lnatltutlonallalng forced labour and dlsclosed that 1626 people hatl
dled ln one euch labour camp ln SETITE HUtilERÀ, north-west Ethtopla

Insplte of the wlde coverage glven to thls accusatl.on and dlsplte
atrong protesta from concerned lnternatlonal humanltarlan organlsatlons,
thls practlce haa been contlnulng over the years.

Hartlly notlced by the lnternatlonal communlty, a new campalgn of
roundlng up "unemployed' young people has been going on slnce late Sep-
tember. The latest campalgn, although on a scale hltherto unknown, has
followed patterns that are already too fanlllar to our people. In August,
the government called upon the unemoloyed to reglster. Havlng learnt
from past experlence and fearlng that such reglstratlon would lead
to army barracks or labour camps, not many neople turned out to re-
glster.

As usual, the reglme then started kldnapplng youngsters on the
streets, resorted to house to house searches and after-mld-nlght sur-
prlse ralds. Às the crlterla used for such "recrutemetsi were belng
young and unemployed ln a country where dozens of thousands of hlgh
school graduates are ln search of Jobs, the number of those who "qua-
llfy'for the req!.me's raLds ls lnevltably very htgh. It Ls not, the-
refore, eurprlslng that ln Addls Àbeba and other major cltles, thou-
sands of young people have already fallen vlètlms to the latest cam-
palgn.

As usual, the government lssued no statement by way of exnlanat-
lon. But lt lB now known that those kldnapped have been taken to the
TÀTEI( Htlltary Camp near the capltal and to two other camps ln the re-
glons of Hararge and Xaffa. Rellable sources ln the capltal say that
the present drlve ls to ralae about 200.000 youngsters, some for the
army and others to be used as forced labourers ln the varlous ,State
farms".
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Some may flnd lt surprlsing that thls move should come at a tlme
when the Ethloplan dlctatorshlp, entangled ln a deep economlc crlsle,
ls trylng to'l.mprove'lt,s lmage ln the west. Only last month, a hlgh
level delegatlon led by the notorLoue Captaln Legesse Àsffaw, toured
western European countrles to exhort the reglmeis embaseles to launch
a vast publlclty drlve. The least one can sav ls that the latest naesive
vlolatlon of fundanental human rlghts ls not exactly the ktnd of actlon
that would enhance such a canpalgn.

The fact of the matter ls that the reglme cannot slrnply do other-
wlse. The country flnds ltself ln a deep economlc and flnanclal crlels.
The varlous mllltary offenslves launched over the paet years have proved
to be costly fallures, both ln terrns of human llves and economlc rea-
sources. The new ordeal lmposed upon the countryrs youth wlll not solve
thls problem. It ls only a desperate move whlch comes as one more testl-
mony to the fact that the reglme's survlval contlnues to depend on such
brutal and dlctatorlal methods.
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NET{S BRIEFSITITI

r Protest march ln Nes, York

Àbout 300 Ethloplans resldlng ln the Unlted States staged a

demonstratlon ln New York on the occaelon of the expected vlslt of
Menglstu Halle Martam to the UN and hls address to the 38th General
Àssenrbly. The demonstratqrs denounced the reglme's vlolatlon of hu-
man rlghts and demanded the lmnediate release of polltlcal prLsoners,
the respect of the rlght of Natlonalltles, denocratlc rlghts for the
Ethloplan people and the restoratlon of the country's natlonal lnde-
pendence.

Às tlenglstu had other very urgent matters to attend to ln Ethlo-
pla, his vlslt was cancelled at the last mlnute. In fact, whlle the
demonstratlon was gol.ng on, he was on a secret vlslt to the Hararge

reglon and busy puttlng down a mutlny ln the 10th Army Dlvlslon stat-
loned ln the Ogaden (see METISONETa letter to the UN General Secretary
ln thls Iseue of N.E.).

r More defecÈlqns rçIclEgX

An Ethtoplan patrol boat was hljacketl to Berbera (Somalla) on 25th

September" Its conmander, Captaln Àlemu Bekele and hls men gave themsel-
ves up to the Somall authorltles and asked for asylum there. Àt a press

conference, held on the 29th ln Mogadlsho, CaPtain Àlemu dlsclosed that
Sovlet bases exlsted ln the Dalhake and Nora Islands where "Ethloplans
themselves rrere not allowed to enter".

In ErLtrea, the head of the polltlcal education dePartment of the
army Ln Àsmara, Lt. ltolla Shlbeshl, deserted to the EPLE. Lt. Molla was

a htgh ranking cadre of COPÿ|E and was tralned ln the Soviet Unlon for
over tlro years.

fn yrhat most EthlopLans see as a trlbute to mlsrule, Menglstu, the
champlon of human rlghts vlolatlons and the Lnstrument of soviet expan-

slonlst pollcles In Afrlca, has been named the current Chalrman of the
OÀU. As should be expected, he lost no tlme to explolt thls "vlctory";
he added yet another ltem to hls already over lnflated offlclal tltle:
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he ls now systematlcally referred to as "comrade chalrman Menglstu

Haile Marlam, Chai.rman of the PMAC, Presldent of the Councll of Ut-

nlsters, commander-ln-chlef of the Revolutlonary Àrmy and Leader of
Àfrica". Thls lmposture w111 not, of course, help to enhance l'lengls-

turs crediblllty as a democratlc and patrl0tlc leader to the eyes of
the Ethloplan people. Rather, lt ls a dlscredit to the OÀU' on the

other hand, this'vlctory.'fares no better tnternatlonally. As the Lon-

don Tlmes rlghtly commented "the apparentlnablllty of the oÀu to choose

genulnly respected and humaln leaders to represent the volce of Àfrlca,
contlnues to staln the organisatlonis reputatlon".

II'IT IIII!


