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IEYEIII'S AND VIEWS IIII-III

The plan to reaettlê peassnta fro. Yollo and Tt8r6,
1lt thê soüthern re8lotr of the couEtrÿ r.s supposedl, lEtro-
duced eB 6 so1!tlon to fr.ln€, the tile! of toÿ1rB ltterell,
hundreds of thoü!.llds of p€op1ê fro. ore r.8r.oll to sllother
16! not ior.erer alrplt ooe of brlrSlîB uncultlvated l66d

ùnder the plouSh. Thê rerl end un6vored rêator! yerê qulte
dlfferênt. Polttlcrllt, 1t yrs, 6nd ra.!lrs' e .ove lotended
to prorlde the ch6üÿlnlsts ytth nrêllabki outrottr 1n the
laîd of the "unrellatlc' oppreaaerl natloDelltleB ltr the oouth.
In âî, c.s€, thêse settlctt frr fror thelt otî horea and

uprootcd fro. thell pcoplc, vere ùr1llê1, to Joln tha 1oc61

peopl€ lD their resl!tatrcê to the reBl.e. Bconoilcâllt thê
â1. yes to brlSâdc . re6s ol forc.d laborere to rorl or the
reSlaets tcollêctlra fara3n. lnothêr rê!aon le of courae
to lqrêezê fünda fror yeltcrn gorêrrênts and yolotrÈ6r, .8er-
cles fol these oûpposedl, ihuranltarlani proJêcts.

In the past. ao.ê of Èhese lett1€.ent5 rê.G rlslt€d
ù, trrlted torêI8n Journ6115t6. Uodêr Èhe ratchfü1 ereB
of 80ÿêrnient offlclalr, so.e hand-Dlckcd erttlêrs yêre ..de
to releÈe thelr ldrlllc !ltorlea to these rêporters ÿho cate
out ylth cô.pleld.trt rêporta otr the nner itfe' tû these erees,

llor, e Sredl6h TY tear lnrlted to Ethlopts 16tê ,.est
,ear sorehoy aanâged to coae out rtth th! true and corpletêlt
dlfferert stort. The Journâlr.st6 ÿlslted a settle.ent are6
heEr 

^SSOSÀ 
1n the lolleSa .d.lnletrstlre re8l.o, of lesÈern

EthIopte. yhere 17,00O pêaralrtr rere .ade to york ùnder er-
tre.el, ltrhürsn cordltlono. the cotteDtstor of the fll..
entltled il Joürlle, to qr unkîoen destlnrtlont stsrts rlth
. generel ssaea6.ert of llfe 1r th€ sattlerêît ! nlp.rt fror
the offlclal apokesran of the .üthorltler, lt ls iltfflcult
to flnd ânrùod, ,ho 1d pleased rlth llfe hêre. tlost people
feel th6t thelr erpectetlonB hate not been real{ged'.

III JouRilEr T0 Àll ullrllollll Df,sTrtl^Troll
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rThey told uB re vere gotng to I rlch
one of the aettlera' "they aald ve could
here; but vhen ve care there vas nothlng.r

rHov lany ca.e ln ,our tranoPort?r
rrtle rere rany, about 3000.rl
trllov dld lt happen vhen they loved you?[
rrThey fooled us 11ke chlldren and brought

our vl11[.

countryn r aay!r

flnd everyÈhing

us here agalnBE

Thla partlcular aettler ra8 one of the ftreÈ to arrlYe
rhen the naettlerentü vas establlehed four years ago. Thls

Broup vaB nfooledtt by prorlee of a nev llfe ln an area nlEh

luch land avallablc for cultlYatlon. BuÈ aa neua of the

ertrerely hard condltlona and the diatlluelons alorly reached

the Uol1o and Tlgray hlghlanda, the governrent rras no longer
able to pereuade peaaants to core to Èhege areas. The only
ra, to overcore peaaant reslatance uaa to use force. Ând

thst yag hos the nrecrultrentn Etarted 1n 1982-83. Âs one

neucorer put lt !

rilfe verG all tled up vith our hands behlnd our backs

and t ere throvn lnto the trucke. Then they drove us to a

carp ln LOHBOLTCIIA. le dlgcueoed vhat raa happenlnS to u8.

Then ve rere closed ln a eÈeel tut. Sore of ua tried to
eacape. Then the Buards started Èo shooÈ. Later on ue tried
to e.cape agaln. Then ve uere beaten up. Flnally ue trled
Èo eacâpe once agaln. But all fatled. Nov Ye are herett.

Even lf llfe ln the 8ett1elent and labor under the Yatch-

ful eres of the reglrer s paraollltary unlte called IERTB

GEBRB HAILE. (production taek force) ls hard, the Peaaants
produce enough to oeet Èhelr baslc neede. But they do not

reap Ehe frulÈs of Ehelr labor.

rtl{e guffer fror lack of food, though ne really produce

enough. But ruch of nhat ve produce 1s aent to the bureau-

crate 1n the tovn.rl
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trtlhy are ,ou not alloved to keep rhat you produce?o
rrllhen the crop ls ready they load everythlng on trucke

and re never Éee lt agalnrr.

AtÈerpte to eacape frol Èhese setÈ1etrenta have alvays
been dealt vlth ruthleaaly and rrlng leadersr erecuted.
But atl11, vlrtually alt the Éettlers vant to return Èo thelr
vlllagee. Âaked rhaÈ he bellevee ehould be done to lrprove
the eltuatlon one elderly peaEant anarered !

'GeÈ anay frol here; the only thlng Èo do 1g Bet avaÿ

fron here.n Everybody vanta 1t, but ÿe cannot as y. are
not alloved to leâve thla p1ace.'

The dlctaÈorshlp ra, contlnue to call the laaosa trpe
rsettlerenÈar by the naie 1t chooaesr buÈ by any sÈandard

one [a, care to use , th€8e can only bc called forced Labor

canp8.

IIITITHE IIIJORTERSI' PÀRTT OF ETHIOPIÂ

After four yeare of a turulÈoüs exlBtence durlng vhlch
tt fatled corpletelt to en116È the aupport of the counÈryta
progreealve forceg and to aolve an, one of lts fundaren-
tal probleue, the COP}JE (Cornlaslon to organlze the yorkerte
psrtr. of Ethlopla) has nor given vay to the eo-called nïor-
kerat Party of Ethloplatt (l{PE). Fror the ouÈaet lt la clear
that thls part, vlll not be ân, iore gucceagful Èhan the
COPIE ln deallng vlth theee problere vhlch eeeentlally are
of the reglnere rakLng. If any thlng, the forlatlon of the
IPE y11l rorsen the already dleaatrous sltuatlon ln Ethtopta.
lloÈ leaat because the parÈ, ls dorlnated by the Beae gsng
of chauvlnldÈa and traitors aa yas Èhe nov defunct COPIE
ât the tlne of lÈa crestlon.

there 1s no change ln peraonnel and stlll leee 1n the
dLaastrous pollclea ÈhaÈ hurled the counÈrt inÈo the present
abyaa. The entr^re erecutlve cornlÈtee of COpt{E is ln the
l{PB polltburo. The four clviltana nov âdrltted to thls bod,
are by no means neu faces ae they have al1 been clogel, asso-
clated vlÈh the llenglstu cllque over the past ÿears. The
llPB central Cof,rltte noy h6g 134 full lenbers and 64 alter-
naÈ. rerbers up fror 93 and 30 reapectlvely for the COpï8.



Sone 25 hand plcked trrepreeentaÈlveerr of vorkers and peasants

lncludlng Ehe noÈorlou§ Tadeese Taoerat r Presldent of the

t11 Ethlopla Trade Unlon and Abdella Sonessa, Chalroan of

the Al.1 EthLopla Peasânta AeeoclaElon have enÈered the CC'

But aen ln unlforl vho vere tronlyrr 82 in the C0PI{E CC are

noy at leaet ll6. The coopoeltlon by ranks shona that t'he

nuober of Cenerals haa Sone up fron l6 to 2h and that of

Colonele fror 28 to 46. Hlgh-ranklng oflcers thua accoünt

for over half the ren ln unlforr ln the CC of thts t'rorkers'

party[ of a nev tyPe.

In hls reporÈ on the rakeup of the congreas' llaJor Le-

gease Aeafav rade a h81f-hearted atterpt to glve support
to Èhe clalr that the parÈÿ hae a vlde ral1 Ethloplal base

by declarlng that repreaentatlvea of 72 natlonalltles uere

present at the congreas. But as tf by oaglc, otrt of the

198 full and alternate rerbere of the CC, about 120 are lden-
ttfled ae uerbers of the etl11 dorlnant Aohara natlona1lt,y.
Ând that lg chat the dle-hard chauvinlete call an ttEthloplant'

rorkersr pârtÿ.

Hore elgntflcant perhapa la the fact that COPI{Ers at-
teEpts to take root ln the coünEry have proved to be a cou-

plete fallure. The crlÈerla used to recruLÈ renbers belng

loyalty to llenglsÈu rsther than colnttrent Èo the Ethlopian
people, setÈlnB üp baelc Part, structures dovn to the dl8-
trlct and sub-dletrlcÈ leveLa hag been an erÈreoely lengthy

affalr. There are 102 provlnces and 515 dlstrlcts 1n Ethlo-
pla. Out of these t PB baslc atructurea have been seÈ up

1n 33 provl.ncee and 70 dlstrlcte although not surprlslngly
aotre 2OO BroüPs have been foroed vlthln Èhe arned forces'

lloreover. ae endleae pürges vere conducÈed to rld the COPIrIE of
rrr.nflltratorgrr and Iunrellablerr elenente r even these grouPs

llere not all able to send delegates to the Pârty foroatlon
congreaa. These purges continued even afÈer Èhe COPUE groupo

organlzed the parÈy foroatlon oeetlngs 1n July and ÀugusE,

and held trelectlonarrÈo send rePresenEatlves. 0uE of 1999

expecÈed partlclpanÈe only 1742 flnally aEtended Èhe congresa.

ls tlenglstu hloself adoitted ln his openlng address aooe



250 delegaÈes have

Thts of course ls
ulnute purges Èhât
pants.

o-u-

oot been able
a olld vay of

to attend ttdue to vorktt.
accoüntLng for the last
of the rould-be psrtlci-took a heavy toll

It goes vithout rarlng that HXrISOtlE together clth other
denocraÈlc and patrlotlc forces nlLl contlnue to oppose thls
part, nhlch hae nothlng to do vlth Ethloplate vorkers and
peasant§. The WPE takeover fron the noy defunct DERG and
the promlsed creatron of the rtEthropran Feopleer Derocratrc
Republlcr vlll not brlng any algntflcant change foi the bet-
ter ln the regt rer s econoolc, polltlcal and lllltary poll_
cles. The rhetorlc that acconpanled the HpE formatlon procesa
and the over 200 rlllion us dollare that vere enbezzelled
Èo celebrate the blrth of the party only shor hor euch the
Heglstu cllque ls dlvorced from Ethlopla t a reallty and the
aaplratlons of lte people, and lay bare the Èotal bankruptcy
of the dlctatorshlp. For Ethloplara patrLote and denocrar.s
all Èhls points to Èhe neceaaLt;r of Jotnlng forcee ln the
common atruggle for the creatlon of a free and democratlc
country on the rulnB of the preaent reglre and lte forelgn
traaÈera. For Èhe l{PE clique, hoyever iaolated and bankrupÈ,
vlll only be done arr6ÿ rlth by the unlÈed efforts of all
those rho stand for denocracy, eelf-det.erulnatlon and the
natlonal lndependance of the notherland.
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