
Elble for the countryte food probleug. l{ot nlthatandlng }lsFra
asaertlons to the conÈrart, Bthl0plafa deoocratg vll1 never con-
elder thle coonltEent to the arall pesBant a8 an sct of,co1la-
boraÈ1onn vlth the dlcÈatorshlp!

EVENTS ÀtlD vrBl{s lf lllf llt E\rrlrrs ÀND vrglrs tllf lf ll

D0GALI: The Short-lived victorv_-_-

26 January 1987 oarka the 100th onnlversarÿ of the bartle of
DOC^LI at vhlch RÀS ALULf, one of the 8reôteet generale of l9th
century Ethlopta, and at that ttue governor of the provlnce of
HAHÂSSEH (ln preaent-day ERITRIA) dealt the flrgt blon to Itallan
colonlallat aobltlona 1n EÈhlop1a.

To underetand the hlstorlc algnlflcance of Èhe vlctory, one ouat

recall thê clrcuEat6nces that 1ed to the occupatlon of the Red

Sea porÈ of MÂSSÂttA by the It81l8ns on 3 June 1885 anldst Pro-
testB by the Ethloplan Eoperor I0tlAllNES IY vho clalued thst the

6ea yaB trthe natural frontler of Ethloplan.

In 1884, a aeEl-reltgloua and eeqt-pollttc8l rebe111on 1ed by

HohaoneÈ 
^shElt 

E1 Mahadt rhor lncldental 1y, le the SresÈ
grandfather of the PresenÈ Prlue HInleter of the Sudsn. Put the

Egyptlan occupaElon sroy ln that countrr ln a very precarloua
Bttu6Èton. The EgyPtlan coooander declded to eYacuate 1È8 de-
feated forcee to Hagaava vhtch 8t that tlEe vaB under tta 8du1n1-

straÈ1on. Thls vaa hovever only posalble 1f the Eoperor of
Ethlopla could be persuaded to a11ou theu a gafe PaaaBe Èhrough

hls country. There nere negottattons beÈveen Ethlopla, Bgypt and

GreaE Brltaln vhlch 1ed Èo the atgnlng of a treaEt by vtrtue of
nhlch the Eoperor accepted to al1ov the Egyptl6na to Ylthdrsv to
Haseava. 0n the other handral 1 the regtons evacuated by the
Egyptlana, apeclal 1y rhe B0G0S countrt (the northern part of
preBent-day Erltrea) together nlth all the storea' arns and

aEEunltlon nere ceded to Ethlopla. The treaty uaa carrted ouÈ

loyal 1y; the Egyptlane arrlved safely 1n Ilassava and soon vlth-
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drcv frou thc vhole reglon.

It 1s st thle Juncture that It61ÿr a latecooer ln Èhe ecraoble
for Afrlca, occupled the port. Thla vas encouraged by the BrlÈlah
rho feared t,hat, Egyptra evacuatton and rrEthloplars lncapaclÈy to
hold the pl.ce aB81n8t even one ahlp of I European Povertt voul.d
create I rvacuuor vhlch olght be f111ed by f'rance, Brltalnfs naln
rlvat ln Âfrlca.

Tenelon betveen EÈhtopt6 and ItEly rapldly lncreased and resched
a dangeroua polnt vhen colonlal forcee aelzed SATATI aome 30 ko

ln1and froo Haasara 1n order tto protect the caravan road betyeen
the gort End the lnterlorr.

R^S ÂLUL^ yho vas respon§1b1e for the defenge of the northern
oarches of the enpi,re, declded to launch sn sÈtsck, argulng aa

hle Eupcror, thst as far aa he vae concerned, the sea uaa the
natural frontler of Ethlopls.0ne arguoent he put forvard to
Gerald H. Portal, a Brlttsh cnvot sent by Queen Ylctorla to
redlste betrcen Ethlopta and Italt vas not aurprlelng, coning ae

tt dtd froo aoneone dlsplaylng vhat the envoy ca1led rfanatlcal
paÈrlotlsutt'The Itallans yl11 come to SÂrÂTI onlr lf I can go

aa Bovernor to Ronerr.

0n 25 Jenuary the Ras attacked Èhe Itallans entrenched 1n Saratl
but had to vlthdray rlth very heavy loseea. The follovlng day, an

Itallan relnforcenent of ebout 500 uen, vhlch vae belng aent
frou l{aseaya raa lntercepted by Â1u1are forceg at Dogal1 and vas

vlped oüt alEoBt to a Ean. Tvo days 1ater, Saratl yaa evacuated
by the Ita1lane.

Back 1n Rooe, there vaa a unlyeraal cry for rvengencer and
preparatlon! vere nade for vhat vsa terned a tpunltlve expedl-
tlonr. Thle ln fact ya6 a ol1l.tary butld-up for a campalgn
lntended to penetrate furÈher lnland and selze parte of Ethloplan
terrtÈory eapeclally Alulara cspltal of Âaaara and the soa1l toyn
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of foren
general,

furthcr norÈh x0dFr Èhe coooolrd pf anqther EphtopfqI
Bae Hogoe.

Eopcror rohannea, vho raa ve1 1 lnforred of theBe prap0raÈtonB
trled to ooblllse the natlon. BuÈ r{egua TE(tE HÂr}rAilorE ofG.JJ^tE ya8 8t yar ylth the Dervlahea at the front,ler vlth thesudan and the Negus of s*EtJÂ, MElrELrrE, vho vas on frlendl, Èernsvlth rtaly, preferred to reoaln rneutrarr. The Enperor oarched tochallengc the rtallana 1n early lggg buÈ h1a attentron vag soondrverted to the veat vhere the Dervleh defested the aroree of
GoJJaoe near lake TÂr{A and vere threstenlng to narch on G.HDARand burn Èhe toun.

Pressures on Northern Ethiopia
durlng the scramble for Afrlca

Eoperor rohannea, vho hoped Éo deal a flnal b10r to hle ennenlee1n the Yê3t bêfore trting to ftght thc rtalrang, dred at theb8ÈÈ1c of lrElTBMÂ on ll Harch lggg. I{rth the auccesal0n of rheInperlal throne at once claloed be several poverful rlvala, rheItallana rere practlcal 1y forgotten and advanced to reoccupyDogall' rn facÈ' vhen the nera of the Enperorrs death reachedllener'rke, he l,aedlately decrared hlnaelf the rKtng of klngs ofEthl0prat and rn order to dlecourage the rEperral pretentrone ofMENGESHI TOH^NllES, aon of the late eoperor, he nrote to the klngof rùa1y lnfornl'ng h10 thst he vould 11ke rtallan eordlers tooccup, tSllÀRA. They d1d oo on 2 Âuguet lgg9, three ronÈhs afrerÈhe algnlng the treât, of r{ochallle by vlrÈue of nhlch Asoara andthe Èerrltory Èo the north and east va3 recognlzed ae an rtallan
;;il:r. 

Thls Italran poaeêasion yas naned rErlrre6, on lt January
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Durlng the yeare that. fo1 1oved,. IÈa1t, ln vlol6tlon of the teros
of the treaty of l,locha111e, advanced further south from 1Ès

poEsesslon of Erltrea and occupled the provlncea of À[ELE GOUZAIE

and SERAIE Eo the north of Lhe IIEREBE Rtver. By 1895, pracEtcally
the vhole of ÎIGRAï vaa annexed. Thls led to Èhe battle of ADIIA

on I Harch 1896 vhlch Bsr the defeat of the It.aIlans at the hande
of Erperor Henellkers forces. The Ethloplane dld not pursue the

lnvadlng aroy to the Bea. llenellke 1n e rconclllatory ooYer

alloved Italy to retaln the annered terrltorles to the north of

thc Hcrcbe rtYer.

t{hlle recognlzlng hls oerlte 1n the vlct.orÿ of Adva, mant

Ethloptonc today blane llenellkc for givlng aYât part!t of norÈhern

Ethlopla ln order to dlvlde and veaken hie Tlgrean rlvals. Raa

Alulara vlctory' Breât ae 1t had been' dtd not 88Ye parta of
the coüntry frotr falltng lnto forelgn handa. Bearly three yeare

after Doga11, feudal rlvalry anong Ethloplats rullng clasees,
epeclally t'leneltkera opportunlstlc bargalna, 1ed to the creatlon
of Erltrea 1n January 18901

II C nstituti nforaon -man co tr II

Votlng va!, held tn Ethloplars constltutlonal referendurn on I

February 1987 and accordlng to the governmenÈts ConsEltuÈ1on
Draftlng Connlsalon (CDC) the people ere eald to have ererclsed
thelr deoocratlc rlghts tn rra dlsctpllned and aatlafactory üsn-
r,tertt and vere nor lready to ghare government pover.r

In vhat oany Ethloplana aee âs a futlle aÈtenpt at credlblllty
the GDC, rhlch ls under dlrect control of Henglatur care out vlth
aeeolngly t'reallatlcrr flgurea and announced thaÈ l8l of voters
had reJected the conBtltutlon. Ânnounclng the ertstence of uore

Èhan 2 and half ut11lon negaÈlve votea vaa no surprlse for all
thoae uho are acqualnted vlth the dlctatorahlpra propaganda

trlck! and ttr untlrlng atteEptB to galn soEe legttiuacy ln the
eyea of the Ethloplan people and the lnternatlonsl communlÈy.

tlhether or not thls opposltlon vas erpre6aed, llengl.stu' 1n hl3
apeech announclng the reauttBr vag qulck to add that ralnce about

8ll accepted the draft conatttutlonr the docunent haa the suPport

of the Ethloplan people and has therefore been approved.l
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