
12 -

DEEPENING CNIS IS AND CONTIMJED REFNESS IO}I

- À{ass laÿoffs continue

Even as the festivities to celebrate the first congless
of the COPflÊ are goirg on' the econo&ic crisis is deepening
and the nisery of-Ethiopiàts peasants and liorkers is increasing.
This of coursè goes hatd in hand with continued repression
;ithout Pirich tÀe Eititary dictatolship can no llore survlve
a single Eonth.

(

As the cost of Living is lising and food sholtages
are beeing deeply felt sp€ciâlly by the urban poor, factoriès
continue to close, fo! lack of spare parts, raw Daterials,
etc. and as a result of the coEplete disorganr.zation of the
eçonoûy. 213 daily vÿorkels wele layed off froE the Ethiopian
Construction and roâds organization in early June t98O.
lOO workels were disEissed flom the qILELE Brick factoly of
Addis abeba and another 35O froE the gtassyrorks plant i; the
saDe Ioc aLity.

- Ièasânt§ uprooted froû! their land

Peasaots contlnue to be folcib]y uprooted from
thei! Land. It is to be renebered that during the Hai]e Selassie
days a young and greedy capitallst class invested nuch in
cash crops and Eade huge profits fron exports of such agricul-tural product§. IIl the process, thousands of peasant fâmilies
wele being forcebly uprooted frorn their tenancy and completly
ruj-ned. This 1D fàct was one of the Dost lnhuman aspects of
the feodo-fasclst Haile Selassle regiDe. tvith the defeat of
the reÿolution these plactices again stalted to Danj.fest them-
selves. thê on.Ly difference now is that peasants are not for-cibly uprooted by individual capltalists but by the reqjrers
agents who want fertile Land for foreign culra;cy earnlng cash
crops. We have seen hoÿr 4OO peasant fajnilies neai Asselâ-inthe ARSSI adDinistrative region wete forced out of their lândsto nake Fay for cuban famers. Now it is the turn of 4ggo pea-salts oear B]SHOFTU who have been ordered to quit in orde! to
nake uiay fo! the goverrynents rFruj-ts and vegetâbLe corporatlonn.

- Litracy for empty stomachs I The ni.Litary dictator_
shj.p behaves as if thele is no fanine in the country. Busy asit is celebrâting ilq ollrl ,great âchivements. and pioclaüing
fantastic plans to ,deaI once and fo! aLlr wj,th unde rdeve lop;ent,it seems to have no tine to Dobilize the people to combat
faltine-. After announcing that over 5 milliàn peopLe are threa_
tened by fênine in the countr)' in April t98o,'thà goverûnent
controled nass hedia were for.bidden to taLk àbout ihe di.ar_trous fatDine situation iD the countly. Insteâd all the qovern_
Dentrs propaganda is nolv "arobilizing- the peole for theihis_tot'ical literacy canpaignr offlciatÿ Launched by Àlengistu inûay l98O
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-'Russians go hoxÂe!'

Soviet counter revolutionary intervention in Ethiopias
internal. affaites and the violation of tire motherlandrs national
independence are inciting more and more patriotic Ethioplansto join the ranks of the opposition. IETISONE has taken the
lead in thi.s patriotic struggle by constantly exposing soviet
hegemonistic designes in Ethiopia and calling upon all democrats
and patriots to uni.te and resist. In recent month s hostilityto soviet presenceis increasing in the urban centers and witÀin
th9 grmy units..On the occasion of the may day celebrations,
I"IE|ISONE put out a special issue of its central organ rThe
Voice of the Massesn in which sovj.et violation of Ethiopiats
independence was exposed. Non parnphlets and posters in ihe
towns and^specially at the National University, and carying
slogans like rRussians go homei, IKGB is stainéa by the Élo6dof militant communistsr etc., are circulating among the popu-
lation.Three weeks ago, 't5 students of the National Univerbity
were arrested in connection with this anti-soviet agitation.
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THE RESISTAT.ICE CONTINUES Æ{D IT'ITENSIFIES

- CLashes between Cuban and Ethiopian soldiers
Increasing amogance and indiscipline of Cuban sol.dlers

and officers is leading to xnore frequent clashs between thelater and Ethiopian men in uniform. The latest in a seriesof serious clashes is the one reported at the rTateke Military
campi near Addls Abeba. As a result of these clashes some
Ethiopian soldiers and officers have been arrested on chargesof 'counter revolutionary activitiest.

- The untraceable ME r ISOi.lE

'MEtISONE militants have succeeded in laying an untra-
ceable underground network ln the administrative region. lte
must put up a tough struggle in order to undo this network
and bring these militants under fu11 control!. This declara-
tionr. which is a far cry from the official propaganda, was
made by Lt. Negussle Fanta, the regional governoi of fuOLtEGAat a neeting of the regions cadres in June 1980. This was
promptly follorved by a new wave of mass arests of peasants
and even government functionnaries including the mayor of
NF(EMTE, the reglons capltal. But only a few days làter, pam-phlets calling upon the regionrs population to rj.se up in'de-
fence of METISONETs stands started to circulate widelÿ, thusproving the ncouectnessn of the governotts assessmentè.
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MENGISTU SAID TO HA\Æ ESCAPED ASSA,$INATICN ATTE'IPT

The internal stri.fe betuæen rival factions continues and
intensifies. 1n 4pri1, rumors of a coup attempt foil.ed by the
governement security forces were persistantly circulating in
Addis Abeba. Then came, in À,lay 1980, the latest of a series
of attempts on Mengisturs life. Two of his cooks who were in-
voLved 1n the plot to poison the chief of state were surnariLy
executed and menbers of the personal guard of Mengitu were
arre sted.

The vicious internal conflicts are also taking a heavy
toll of the menbers of the ruling clique. At the beginning of
July, two leading members of the Derg Lt. Col. Demissie Deressa
and Co.I. Abate Mersha were sentenced to 20 years imprisonment
and other former activists of TSEDEDTT LT. Desta Tadesse,
Mr. Mekonnen Fikre etc. were sentenced to death. The former
were accused of ncoruptionn while the other two were held in
connection with charges.of rcollaboration with the C.I.A.n

ETH IO-SUDAN RE IAT IOl'lS

Menglstuis maln purpose in going to the Sudan on a state
visit was cl.ear : he wanted to persuade the sudanese president
to stop all material and other assistance to the Eritrean
liberation forces. By isolating the Eritrean llberation Dove-
nents, the chauvinj.sts wanted to facilltate their Efinal mili-
tary solutionr to the Eritrean problern. But considered frorn
this angle, Mengisturs visite to the Sudan was a conplete fiasco.
The Sudanese presi.dent, who is under pressure from various pro-
Eritrean quarters could not accept such demands. Instead he
again proposed his good offices to solve the problem peacefully.
But the Ethiopian chauvinists cannot negociate becuase they
have nothing to offer to responde to the democratic demands
of the Eri.trean masses.

Angered by this failure, Mengistu refused to give a
scheduled press conference at the Khartoum International Airport.
Two days later the Eritrean fronts' offices in Karthoun were
reopened and sudanese emissaries were busily going around middle
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