
cRY TF EE_L,OVED COITNTRY"

This phrase was coine,, by a south Af rican Author t,o sound an
al arm rel ating to th. c::'imes of Àpartheirl by capturing the
imagination of his co ,t.ryrnen and the rest of humanity. The

intention here is n( to draw paral lels between today's
Ethiopia and the inhur in and ruthless system of Apartheid of
the then Sout.h Afric At this critical juncture in the
history of Ethiopia'r found the phrase most relevant and
appropriate in light :f the prevalent
National Reconcillat.r_r r.

l ust f or Peace 'and

For the last three de,rdes Lhe peopies of Ethiopia have been
mercilessly subjecter to gross mistreatment and untold
suffering by those .rho happened to preside over the
institutions of manag( nenL of societal life. Arrogance and
Iack of vision approxir rting complete stupidity that have been
the halimark of the cor ,bry's rulers have forced Ethi.opians to
live under a situatior r:f perpetual threat fulI of anxieties
and uncertainties. Nr srrrprisingly, with their memory of a

tottering Emperor i,r1' .;:-r,'ccliiy clung to power even after
having celebrated his lth birthdal, only to be dragged out of
office by his soidier and t.he recklessness 3nd utter foIIy
of Menglstu who pres ed over the physical destruction of
hundre,ls of t,housands i citizens stili fresh in their
minds, Ethiopians ha.v, :r jusLif iable ground to question and
suspec: i the "democra c" credential s and high sounding
promisrs of the currei jncumbents.

The so calied July Con

and nr :st of the Tr
practi es witnessed ir
ample;rouncls for Ieçr

rrence, the L992 farce IocaI elections
r j ti onal Governnrent's pol icies and
rrÊ l ast coupl e of years have provided
inr:rl-Ê concerns Among others, the
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Conductingofthelastr',!ionalandlocalelecti.:trsdescribed
even bY f oreiEr observ. ils:

"Demccrac:y stI; i)et'ir:-leri in the ai r" '
,,Few choices I t the po11s" ,

"WidesPrearl | :rkY-PankY" '

"RegionaI eI,.' i.i.ons turnetl irito fias"')rr' ' 'etc'

have made the Et}riopiali '. rl.J!,i e to st.rotrgl y doubt |-he rJenuinity

of the ,,f ree and fair" ni t.ure of ttre up-coming EL'xDF-sponsored

national election' Inclr:ecl' Ethiopians have ev(:ry reason to

losefaithintheon-goirrgpreparationfortheconductingof
a fragile, bogus and 1- rtrtldo-democratic exerci're'

ïn â11 seriouslress, if therre is the aut'l'rentic 1'ciitical will

to save the country I i ,:rn going ilrrough ano I ]rer cycl e of

comprehensivecatasllr'plle'whichcould'u:-r'loubtedly'be
nurtured by 1acl" of u. icrr and corurtit'rnent on l 'e part of the

po\^rersthabbe,t'her'igÊstionsinr;lucledrtheE'C'A'
sponsoredstudywit}ril,.rwiderAfricanframevl;kneedto}re
heeded without delaY:

A unique opp()rtunity has now emergeci to learn f rorn

past errors to strengthen Lhe fragi-Ie democratic

movements a icl encourage the est abl ishment of

enclr.rring pol itical sysLems rvhich respect

^-..r hr-trnan rights; :'ilow citizen
clVr r dtlt'r

participat i'rni maintain re s;rsnsive and

accountabl t-' (lovernance; permit f ree

and f air pol it.ical competition" '

These loftY PrinciP Ie.; can materialise if i'''rCl only if all

actors in the P-r i I :L caI aiena come together for deliberation

on the future of the Country through comproriiise that could

lead to the f orging o1- a commendable consensus ' It is with

is in mind that MEIS('N is determined to do ever ything in its

power by conlributing j't's share f or the real is ation of theth

anticiPated Conferencl on
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!.I e cal l upon al l Ethl,:; ;

responsi bi I ity ci .;a ri :.,
end in i'.l,,rLir intenL :r',,1 t.;.

we cal i upon al l f ri en,l

struggl e f cr Peace and Na'l

poli.Lical '-orces to shoulder
'ir Ccuntrt arrd reciprocate to
,-bI e actiori!
of Ethiopia to join us in

onal Reconciliation!

Lhe

thi.s

our

December 10,1993
eddi, s ababa
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THE FORCES OF PEACE àNL DEMOCRACY SHALL TRIUMPH! ! !


