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Anonq the least developed and the most oopressed

The United Nationsr Conference on the least developed
countries (utttltoc) met in Parls fron septembr 1 to 14r'1 981 .
The 140 governnents represented at the conference adopted
a rsubstantial New Programme of Actlonn to help the worldrs
3t LDCs to overcone sone of the obstaclee to thelr econonic
and soclal develçrnent

llith an annual income percaptta of US 3 13O, Ethlopla
stands anong the least developed countrLes even wlthin thls
groupo In fact, world bank figurcs for the year 1980 show

that only Three countrles (Bhutan, Bangladesh and Tchad) cone

behirdEthlopla in terrns of economlc development.

At about the sane tlme, the United Nattons Human Rights
Courmlsslon, thls tine in Cieneva, was holdlng lts annual session
and revtewlng the hunan rights situatlon ln the world. In trtrls
respect too, the records of the Ethiopian reglne are verÿ poor
lndeed. It ls to be remembered that at lts annual session for
the year 198O, the United Natlons Comml.sslon singled out nine
countries 1n the world and condemned then for igross violations
of human rightsi. These countrles were Argentina, Bolivle, th€
Central African Republic, Ethlopia, Indonesla, Paraguay, South
Korea, Uganda and Urugruay.

As if the thousands of surmary executlons over the past
four years and the existence of tseveral thousand polltlcal
prisoners held without triali revealed by Amnesty Internatlonal
were not horlble enough, the isocialistn regirne in Ethiopia
is this tlme also accused of forced labour. The charge were
contatned in a report submltted by Mr. Peter Davis, general
secretary of the London based nantl-slavery Societyn.
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trSocialist Ethloplan ? A most oppressed people livlng
ln one of the flve least developed countrles ln the world.
But ls Ethlopla e poor country ? We say tto. The country has
enornous human, agrlcuJ.tural, nlneral and water tesources. In
Ethlopla, more than anynùere else ln the world, mlsery and
poverty are the direct consequences of oppresslon and antl-
denocratlc rule.

a
Thls fact has been brought to l1ght by METISONE delegatlon

whtch attended the synposium of the non-governmental organl-
zatlons held ln Parls on 5.6 September on the occasLon of
the INCLDC. Ethiopta ls caught ln a vlcious cl.rcle of poverty
and represslon. Antl-denocratlc rule, chauvlnlsn and the
vlolation of its national lndependance have touched off a

se.rles of polltlco+llitary conflicts that are rulnlng the
country . Resources that should be allocated to financlng the
soclo-economLc develçnent of the country are belng dralned
ln order to pay for soviet arus shlpnent and for the rservlces!
rendered by forelgn soldiers.

As pointed out in a docunent publlshed by the French
Institute for InternatlonalRelatlons and dlstributed to the
UNCTDC participants, thLs is a problem affecting all develo-
plng countrles. The docunent draws the attention of the par-
ticlpants on thetlextremely negative consequences of growlng
nllltary expenditure on the economles of under-developed
countrlesr. It stresses the point that the consequenceo are
even more alarmlng when consldered tn the context of the IJCs
who are ndivertlng resources at the expense of economlc and

soclal development'. In thls respect, the figures on mllitary
erpenditures revealed in the docunent are partlcularly over-
whelming to the Ethiopian reginre.

In terms of nilttary expendltures, Ethlopla stands 121H

among the more than lOO third world countrles. Wlth an annual
offlcial expenditures of uS I 526 nilllons for the year 1979r
Ethiopia ls first among the 3l LDCs. This sum is almost equi-
valentto that spent annually by all the LDCs in Afrlca whlch
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ln 1979 aDounted to â llttle Dore then ts t 6@ rilltons. fhe
countlyrs offlctalJ.y recorded DlLltary espendlture anounted
to t§ t 17.4 per capitâ ln 1979 as co&pa!èd to an âvelage t§
3 5.3 for the other IrCs In Afrtca.

The falne ln Efiloplâ and t{ra contlnuous Elsely of lts
peopla ûe essentlally tÀe r€su.Lts of Tar and r€presslon. In
thls !e!pect, tÀ€ future holds nothiog better for th€ Ethlopian
peoplâ. In ân adr€ss to the COPIÉ centlal co@lttee Dsetlng
,.D elrly 1981 , À,IEIIGISTU H. LlnlâÀl hàd outllned the tGgl!âig
plan alning at depleting the countryrs EagDa:i8aoulces evan
further.In âddltlon to tjre r€glmr3 plân to generallze the
ptactlce of folced r€cntênent, he lnnounced that rt$e revo-
lutlonary aroy should be equlpped rlth Dodern and sophlstlca-
ted arDs thât can be provlded by rodern sclenca and technologyi.

In ottrer üords, tÀe natural rêaourcas thât üê varï badlÿ
needdfor the countryrs develofnt arc golng to b€ depletâd
even Dole to buy arDs that âra to be used agalnst the p€opls.
But a3 F hâve a]roâdy polated out, trorè reprasllon coupled
rlth lês6 ând less ûesourcas to lolva tJre country soclal .Ird
econooLc plob.LeEs rl]l never lead to peace and 8tâb111tÿ ln
Ethlopla. The only cholce left to the people i3 a det roLnâd
st&gg.l,e to do aray rlth the Dllitarÿ dlctatorshlp .nd tts
forelgn oâsters led by Sovlêt Unlon. Thât ls the pass that
ErtsotG, together utth all other deDoctatlc end pâtrtotlc

forcês lri the country, hâs choseo to tâke. re aæ convlnced
that i.n thls stluggle, the Ethtoptan people can count on the
solldarlty of all the plogressive forces i,n the rcrld that
ale concetDed wlth Ju§tlce and liberation.


