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Active solidarity with the Êthiopian peop.l.e

The expelience of the Ethi.opian revolution confilms the
long standing position of ME I ISOl.lE which stresses the inportance
of self reLiance fo! any people engaged in the stluqgle for
llberation. But this does not exclude international solidarity
and support froD ryorld democratLc folces. In fact, Ethiopia.s
progressLves â!e fully awale of the fact that the isolation
of the Ethiopian revolutlon has contlibuted to its defeat and
that the absence of active lnternational solj.dality is helping
to pro.l.ong the suffelj-ngs of the people.

Ethioplars progressives have also Iearned that such solida-rlty could not coEe fron sovi.et iLnternationali sni . The first
expellence thât the Ethiopian peoples ever had with such 'inte!-nationalisDn was after 1977 and what cane along with it was
defeat, niLilaly dlctatolship, chauvinlsD, famine, exj.le and
nati.onal disgrace. Drawing the âppropriate lessons from thls
expelience, MEr ISONE has stuck even tltole firmly to its long
standing policy of consistant non-alignenent. It ls on this
basls that l,{Er ISOTG has been developlrglts foreign retations
durlng the past years. Regular contacts with deDocratic and
soclalist forcés , trade unions and nilltant human rights orga-
nlzations have helped to gather support for the Ethiopian
peoplers struggLe.

But encouraging as it Inay be, the present level of inter-
natLonal solldarity is fa! fron satlsfactory. Many friends of
Ethiopia are i4,e11 aware of the horli.ble conditions that plevail
Ln the country. That nsociali.st, Ethiopla holds aII the unworthy
records in the fields of human rights violations, famine, exil
and nisery is a fact that is recognized by an increasingly im-portant section of the internatlonal community. But there is
also the other side of the coin. A democlatic and patliotic re-
sistance which measures up to the repression does exist Ln
the countly. This popular resistance is so widespread and seriousthat it has no palallel in j.ndependent Africa. UnfortunatLy,thls irnpoltant aspect of the Ethiopian situation has escapèà
the-attention of world progresslve forces. Thls, in our opinion,
explain the gap betrrcen the condemnation of the repressioà whj.cÀis unanimous and the active support given to the dèmocratic
glruqglg in Ethiopia. Not aII the democratic fotces condenning
the dictatolship have taken the next logical step 3 that of -
creating support ând so.Lidarity conmLttees in ordet to popularLze
the ai.trls of the struggle.

The Ethiopian peoples need and indeed deserve such an active
and organj.zed so.Lidarity. It is in vieù, of this that we appealto aII friends of Ethiopia and to all dehocratic and peace
Ioving forces to mobilize [lassively to support our sirugglefo! peace, denocracy, social justlce and nâtlonâl independence
not only in Ethiopia but also in the emblazed !êgion ol the
horn of Africa.


