
DurlrB thê tG.ro th6t follov"di.Italr. tn vr.ol.tlon of the te.Es
of thê tr!!t, of tloch6lllêr .dy.nced further 6ouÈh fror ltB
po.!!!!lon of E.ltre. .nd occupt.d thr proylncê! of 
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6nd SERâIB to th! north of thr IEtrEBE Rtver. Bt 189S, 9r!crtc.l1,
Èhè yhol! of TIGIII y.a 6nîGred! Thlr L.d to thê battI. of 

^DIlon I Xrrch 1896 vhlch a.ù thG dcf!.t of the IÈ.1lsns.t th. h!ndB
of g.p.ror llen.llkerr forccr. Thr Ethlopi.nB dld not porsue the
tnÿ!d1lrB !r.t to thG aê!. ]lGnêllk! lr! a rconclllatory rovcl
.l1oy!d It.lt to r!t!ln th. !nnêred tGrrltorr,e! to th. north of
th! llaraba rl ÿr r.

thllr r!coSnlrlng hla irrlt! 1n thr rtctory of ldv!r !sn,
Ethtopt!n. tod!, b1.!. ll.n.ltk! for 8trlng !r.rt pârÈr of northrrî
Ethlopt. Ln ordrr to dtÿldG.nd verlrn ht! Tlgr.!r rlvôls. lrs
llul.rr rlctorti tr.ât !! 1t h.d b.êr, dld not !!vc p6rt! of
tha coürtry froa f.lltng lnto forêtgn h!tlda. Dcarlt thrr. ÿear!
after Dogall, feudrl .lr!lr, !.ong EÈhtopl6ra rul1ng c16.se!,
.pêctâl1t llênêllkri! opportuni!tlc brrSâ1n., 1.d to the cr..tlon
ol Erltrrr tn January 1890t

ConsÈitutII ion for a one-Ean Count.r v II
Iotlng vas h.1d in Bthlopl!t! conBtItut,.oll!I r! ferrî d u. on I
February 1987 and 6ccordlnS to thê gor€rn.rrtr! Con!Èitutl,on
Drrftr.n8 Co!.l..lor (CDC) thc pcople arc ,â!.d to h.r. êtêlcl!!d
thêLr dêrocrrtlc rlthtr 1n i. dlrclpllncd .nd .âtlrf.ctor, !6n_
ncr' and rar! noy rrcady to lhrre ggÿêrnrant poÿer.t

In yhât.rnt Ethlopl.tr! r.c â. â futllê.tt.!pt ât credtblllt,
thê CDC, rhlch tr onder dlrrct control of llcn8t!tu, c6!! out ylÈh
!...1tlglt "realletl,c" fl.gur.! ôrd !tlllounc.d thât tgl of totêrr
had rcJêctrd thr co'!stlÈutlon. Ânnounclng th. .tlBt.nce of .or!
th.n 2.nd h.lf rtlll.oû n.grttvG rot!! v!! no,urprlrê for âll
thor. vho .rê .cqu.int.d ylth thê dlct!tor.h1pr. prop!8.nd.
trlck. lnil lt! ûnÈtrlng.ttelpt! to grlt!.o!a legl.tr.!!c, tn thc
.r.. of th! Ethlopt!r pêop1. rIrd thê ,.nterrâtton!l coù!unr,tr.
llh.thcr or not thl! oppo.t tlon vr! ..pr!r!êd, llenglstù. tn hr,a
!pêêch aDnouîclr8 th. rêaultr, ye! qulcl to !dd thrt ra{nc€ aùoùt
8ll acc.pted thr dr.ft conatltütion, tha docutênt h!a thG !upporG
of thê Sthlopl!n pêopl. rnd hlr thêrêfote becn approvcd.r



The nert atôge 1n the rconstltuttonsl proceaer le the olsctlon of
a Nattonal Aaeeobly vhtch vtll dcclarc the rPeoplorr DoooçroÈtc

Republlc of Ethloplar vlth l{englotu 8o ltE ftrat preetdert.

In a atateEent laaued vlth the rflnal veratonr to be Put Èo

natlon61 referenduo, the CDC claloed that rcorrectlons that
change the content have been uade ln 12 out of the 120 Àrtlclea
of the draft.r llone of these vere hovever oorc elgniflcant than
the rcorrectlongr oade 1n Arttclee l0 aub art. 1 1n vhlch nthe

tero vtld 11fe ta replaced by v11d antnslsr or the one oade ln
/trttcle 36 vhtch deale vlth the rtghte of uooen. "Aa the ProPo-
aal for uore eophaela on equaltty of vouen vae retaed by oany

Ethl.optane... and 1n order to conve, the rlght Ee88ôge, the
coooigglon has declded to change t'equa1lty of oen vtth yoEen to
equallty of oen and vooen.n

Slgnlflcantly, not a atngle vord vas rcorrectedr ln the sectlons
t,hat deal vlth the countrtta polltlcal aet up, the role of the
partyr the povere of the prealdeht, proletarlon 1nÈernatlonaltsm
and the natlonallty 1ssue. 

^11 
theae yere consldered too

lEportônt to lnvo1 ve the Ethloplan people. Ironlcal 1y, these
vere preclaely the lagues that vere noet challenged by the people
tn dtacuaalon foruqe both aÈ hooe and cbroad.

All t,hts ls not aurprlslng. the hand-plcked lntellectuals ln the
CDC, let alone the Ethloplan people, had no Eat 1n deflnlng the
baetc prtncLplea on nhtch the rdeoocratlc republlcr vae to be

baeed. Thege vere deftned ye1 I before the couulasi.on saÈ 1n

earneat to prepôre the draft rln accordance ylth the aBplratlons
of the Bthloplan people.r At the openlng aesaion of the CDC on
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llht le Èhe InetlÈute for natton6lltles and later the CDC' took
aluost three tesra to vork out the docuoent, only 2 daye (15 and

22 Junc) v.rr a1 loved for publtc dlscuaalona to rsoend' the
draft. Although they vere ouch oore vlgoroua and chal lenglng.
than the B,overnoenÈ had expected, these publlc dlscusslons dld
not produce ouch change.



21 February 1986, thle la vhat Henglatu had to ssÿ on the baslc
contentB of the conatltutlon:

nThe PDRE vlll be organleed and baaed on the prlnclples of deno-

cratlc centr6lleo, proletarlan lnternstlonallgo and soclallst
Juatlce. It y11 I atand for the luplemenÈatton of the l{PE pro-
graooe and varlous poltclee (?)... The atruggle to bul1d a

popular neu Broteo 1n our country vt11 brlng the vorkerg cloaer
to the porere rhlch atand on the lnternBtlonal 1eve1 for
eociallam, socla1 proSress and peace, and nake Èheo a 8Èron8 Part
of thc vorldtE revolutlonart proceEa. The republlcra foretgn
pollcy vl11. be based on proletartan lnternaÈlonallso and vl11
proDote the pollcy of peaceful coerlatence nlth countrleB vhlch
fo1 lou a dlfferent goctal and pollttcal ayatem.rr

One cannot but uonder hov and vhy 1È took the CDC so long to cone

out ylth the draft slnce.fter 611 the contents Yere defined eo

clearly cven before it yas created.

The congtltutlon contalna the uaual Éet of clauEes guaranÈee1ng

equallty for yoDen, freedou of the prea8, apeech, aeserbly,
peaceful denonetratlon, the rlght to llÀBEÀs c0RPUS etc. Inclden-
tally, the conatltutlon of thê luperlal regtue Susranteed all
thcee rlghtr t6ktng carê to qualtfy thelr exerclae by Èhe phraac
raccordlng to lavn. Under the conBtltutlon of Èhc fdemocratlc

republlcr the ererclce of these rlghta la not uncondltlonal aa

denocraÈlc centrellen, the need to ablde by aoclallst ru1es, the

recog,nltlon of the part, aB rthe leadlng force of soctety and the

atater are lncluded 1n the drafÈ as the suPreme prlnclplee of the

land. Âa tf a1 1 these llnltaÈlons Yere not enough, freedoo of
reltglon and uorshlp ls quallfled by the phraee that rlt EuEt not

affect the ve11-betng of the revolutlon.l

0ne loportanÈ feature of the coostltutlon 1s the sreepinB ranBe

of porera glve to the prealdent nhlch oant eay 1s unusual even by

Sovlet standarda. In fact, the rdeoocratlc constltutlont prac-
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tlc.r. 1, tsrn! BthloDl. lnto ! onc-!clr countrr' Just ltke th'

forrçt ErDcror, the Prr!ldcIt h!t lr81!1!tlrG Por'rt reh'r thr

^âaaoù1, 
tt rot ln !.!!lonr 1r. tor .o!t of th' ,G'r rs th'

SIEIGO.ê.t. onc. . t!âr on 1t lnd for ! t'rt lhor t P! rlod ' llc 1!

th. chlef êr.cutlrr offlcer. n!lrt and dlstls!e! prtctlcâ11, !t
vtll all .lnlrt.r.. th. ch!êf 1.8.1 .l|d !lllt'r, ofllc'rtr 1'
coorandcr-1n-chlef of the artcd forc.e' h!! tha Poÿer of alne!tr,
slgnr lntêrortlon!l sgr!ê!ent!' êrt!bllrhrs d' pIoüât1c contâctt'
êtc.

Dy vay of rrolvlngr t h. ,r. t I o n â I I t I 
" 
t 1!. u! ' th! dr'lt Prorlde!

thrt trÎhc Dêoplcr! rrDübllc of EthloDtr lr t ünttrr, tt!t? con-

al!tln! of rd.lîlttrrtlÿG and !stono.out raBlon!n' Ioÿ!tar' th'
ao-crllrd'aütonotourt rcglonr rl,lI bc autonorouc ln nclc on17 ao

th.lr ùound.rl.a, lerels tnd Jurlrdlctlor! !r! to bc d't!rElned
b, nonG othêr thât thè llPE-control led llâtlortl 

^ârerblÿ' 
Thclr

!rtn functlon ÿl1l br !uPrtÿlrlon ând lrPlr!rntttlon of 9a!t,
dlractlraa rnd tt!ta lavr. Iu rpltê of the conttltuttonrâ
r.ferênc. to 'rqu.lltt of nrtlon6lltl!tn thl! hârdl, â11ovs for !
de.ocratlc .olùtton to th. ptoblGr.

To.ur ur' otr! crn r.t thrt tht! conltltutlon rnd th! decl'r'tloî
of the rrpubltc erPect?d for S.ptrobcr 1987 vt11 offêr îo rolu-

tlott! to thc b.!lc ProbLê!! f.cin8 th. Ethtoptar peoplc' Con-

tlnuêil co11cct1tl!!tlon' ttlfflln8 ot thr prlv6t' t'ctor of th'
.conootr dcotal of the pcop!cre brllc derocr.tlc rt8ht3. further
r11an!tlotr of oür countrtta ttatlonal lndepeûderc' or nov

l?8.11..d b, thê '!uprr.! 1.Y ot the landn. llccrllcer to sry, !11

thtr ylll llr no vat affacÈ thê dat!rltn!tloll of thG col'rltrtis
de.ocr!tlc forc€a to cortitluê thê rtru8Slê to rld Bthloplâ of th'
dlct.!o!!hl, rhlch h.r btou8ht untold h6r! 'nd 

!ltrrt Èo tta
p.o pl.:
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