
À Cal1 for Unlty of Struggle for Genuine Progresslvesl

trt timos, infact, one flnds lt very hard to conceive, tf there la
any revolrrtlon vhlch ls ao fortunate 1n elogans as that of the
Ethloplan revolutlon, trith thls ve do not mean to say, that corroct
tactl,cal slogans indicatJ,ng the role of progresslves 'aho{lld not be
raiaed at varlous tLmes and perlods. They ought to. Iloy€ver, ar ro
notice many tlmesl eorrrê sloganc overlap beyond lLmitc. If the prev-
lous1y ralsed slogarrs rvere 6enu{nely irnplemented, the nev and over-
laping alo6ano vould have been avolded.
For that matter, J'f all that €cho the elogan t For a Concl.oug, Org"-'
nlzed and Ar;;red Popular Insurectionrr zealously stood for thlt cau!e,
we should have gone beyond ltUnited Programrneo and rÂctlon programmo!
and our rêvoLutlon nould hawE made a grêat protrelrs. For Lnstance,
ihê Natlonal Denrocratic RevolutLon Pro8raD,mo, rrhlch all. EthJ,oplau
progressives have agreed on, states clearly that the popular ma!sea
vill be I'imm!{lately accorded unreatricted exerclsE of democratic
rightsrr inorder to accelerate the process of polltlcizirif, otganlzLng
and arrnlng theno. Àfter th1s has been clearly stated, lrorrmany. sloganc
have we seen and heard on'the ciuestlon of democratlc rlghts?
,tt first 1t uas saLdrrrunrestrlcted democratic r16hts for the oppre-
ssedr. Every body echoed thls slogan together vlth the broad maslea.
h'hên th6 broad nrasses notlced that nothing vas done about Lt, they
raised the slogan irUnrestrlcted Democratic Rtghts For The 0ppressed
fmmldiatelyr, remindl.rg -o3c-g._@,, the I'immldiatetr and imperatLve
nature of the questi.on. Again, revolutLonarl.es, opportunLsts and
others €choed this alogan with the broad nrasses. tihen the question
of denocracy whlch has been chrâctorlzed as nLnrmLdlaten, nvery urgent
with the advance of tl're revolutLoh vras ddt effected, and vheri Ln
the vake of evênts.lLt becarre a decislve question for the vâry oxLs_
tancê of the revolutlonary mothbr:land, it ïar sâid runrsstrlcted
denrocratlc rJ.;;hts for the oppressed nortr. The broad masses and tholr
true allies contLnued the str:uggle under thLs slogan, taking up the
banner of the revolution from the comrades that secriflced thelr
liwes for the progrernr;rê of the tlationâl Democratic RevolutLon. Àt
thls event the pseudo-progressl.ves and opportunlsts who vere taken
by surprise couldn!t knor what to sây. Eÿêntuallylthere emer6ed
shlfts. Sor'.re etarted raleing exhaueted and undlspûtable ques[lonr
i'rom the year before last ln a futlle sophlstry to êvadê the lmmi-.llate lssue regarding the question - democracv vhen? The other opp-
ortunista and hLstorlcal garbage lu aE àttêlnpt16-îttncn vlth petty
borrr6eols cleveraegs, without eithêr riskLng exposurê Ln the argument
or holdlng conslstant revolutionary atand, camê out wlth a nevrslo-ganrt- rrunrEstrl,cted democratic rlghte for the oppressed by strugglen,
vhich ln its scientlfic trdepthn incomparable but l-n itr clever
attempt very nalve. He the oppressed and et.rggllng people of Ethi-opla havenrt got let alone such a btg thlng ltke dèmôcrà"y.rrn
a very simple thln6 gratlc from our erernieg rrlthout secrLflce andbitter strug6lel !

'.fhat so ever, as the o1d gayLng go""lu pitcher ooes often tâ the tæll tut ls
brroken at -lastrrall the opportunl.sùs, nho haÿe velr und6rstood .the factl;hat opposlng democratic rlghts r^,a! onê rray or anothGr betravlna
ihe revoluti-onary nrottorr a conclous, organlzed .....tr of the troaa*asses, were forced to confegs that they have still not,betrayedr
the revoLutlon. At this crltical moment inorder to crntrlbute thêir
rart, tlre opportunl,sts as exceptêd came out vith a nev eloganrf sti-lL todav for a conclous organlzed....r puttlng: unexcepted add-
ltiorral. phrase on thls maJor !1o6an, i, a futlle attempt to cov€rthôir be1.ra,-a1.
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-horeforor re believe lt Le not harcJ to u,derstand the reagon
behlnd the overlaping of slogqns. The causc for thls problem obvlo-
uoly emanates in the fallure of genulnely implementing the slogans.
rl rtand! to reason that, such a sltuation has existeà due to itre
fact that.the leadership of ttre Ethioplan revolutlon ls in the hands
of a vaclllatlng petty-bourgeolsê. lfhen ono slo;-an ls raisecl thepstty-bourgeoise class-as ::arx once characterized it , at onee both
bor:rgooia and nan of the peoplen- plcks up the slo.;an and echoes
wlth the ç)alses. Hovevcr, rrrrlike ttro brôad rrassê8, it laclcs the
venture to carry on the strug;le under the sldgan to the end. rte
deter:.rlnation becomes instantly evanescont. And as long as it is the r
van in the rovolutlonary procesr, It does not wish the broad rrasses+o stttgelc for the elogans orrtslde lts control. inorder to restràl,n
the sldgans on half-vay. Âa a result of thls the petty-bourgeoisLe
obettructa the ln4>lementation of these slogans. '_

Eventually, there arises strange sLtuations that are 1n loglcal
confornli:y vlth the clacs lntreot of the petty-bourgeoLole. tro"
lnstance, revolutl,onarJ.es, Lho petty-bourgeoisie vhich is pendula-
ting to flinchr its detachr,rent opportunlsts, ancl the broad massea
ralse a slogan and echo fror corner to corner. !'here appear§ gene-
ra7/aïreer.,ent/ on the slo6an. Apropos, fof.nstan"., orr-o 

"or, "àythaü until recently, there was no clear krlowledge as to vho vas
opposlng the rlogans; n down wlth the bureaucracy,re n democracy
for the oporessedx..... 1r: Ethlol:i.a. uhen every one is echoing these
alogans, att the levoLution, Squarer uhon the s1o4çans are ralseà by
the ehalrman of the DEIGI DERG menrbers and the broad masscs, one
may ask vonderlng: then vho is opposlng democracy? llho is reinforc-
in6 the burearrcracy? 11 the slogans are not controversial why are
the)' not i'.plenented?
A person nho takee a sober notice at, tho-':e is as such no controver-
s1'..on the slo6ans; however, carr understand that, the petty-bourg-
olsle la makin6 preparatlone to ohift the focus of the argunrent
from thc content of the slonans and open r a poleuri.c front on the
condltlons of theLr lmplementation. ,jthe petty-bourgeols class by
maintainl.ng to ir..plerrent the slogans orrtside the partici.pation of
the broacl masses attempts to impede thelr materiallzation. On the
other hand, the broad massês, wlro have understoocl this fact and
l(nov that the only determl.nor..r force to inrplerrent the slogans are
thornselves ydo:::and r free revolrrtlonary actions n and rtdemocratic
rL,.;htst. /

'iherefore, if we look at thd matter fronr thl"s angle; as 1on6 as the
frse revolutionary acr-Lons and denocratlc rJ.;;hts of the r::aste;-s of
the revolution and their true alllea renralns supressed, let alone
the psodo pro5ressive and opportunist nho is working hand in glowe
wltlr thc reactionary bureaucracy behlnd tho baclr of tfre broad nrasaes,
even th,e rotten bureaucrat doês not carê a bit when he li§ts hls
left hand at the Revolution Squaro and barks I' dorvn rrith the bure-
aucracyr. As long as thê free revolutionary actlons and der"ocratic
libêrtlêa of the broad massea - thê moans to crush the bureaucracy-
are curtailed, and as long as the reactlonary brrreaucracy can prot-
ect j.tself on the!e qrtestlor-t! trnder tlre trvan,rof right-opportunlsnr,
lt can go gut freely to the Revolrrtlon SquarerSrl,se Ltslcf as a
true a111,{of the brôad nlasses and slecpe in poace. Only save rnentl-
onlnç free! revolutlonary actlons ancl de;.ocracy!
That is vhy ve malntain, at present, rrit.h the oxception of den:ocratic
righùs, all the other slogana aro not mrrch controverslal. The broad
masees rrho have understood this fact and who are tLred of echoing
slogans haÿrtoday come out vl,th their own slogan for slogana
sayJ.ng r put slo;;ans in actiontrj Therefore, anybody cRn understand
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today, that the guestion of democratlc llberties appears to be
very controversiaL l-,etçeen on the one hand, reactionaries and
rii;irt-opportunlsts who raLse slogans antl atterrpt to irnpede thelr
inrpJ.enrentation on half way, and on the other hand, genulne revolu-
tionaries who, eide by side vith the broad massas, are stnrggllng
for tho practical ir»plenrentation of the s1o6ans.
Vhen IjETISOYD recently changed lts tactlcs of struggle, J.t vas not
only to strengthen i.ts clandstine rtrlrcturs for the bittEr Etrug6lê
to cor.rer-but a1aorto integrate on a helgher level ylth the broad
nras-.ies who vant the lmplementatLon of the rlogarrg and play a lêadlng
role in practlcally advancing the ctrtrggle forevard, as oppoced to
opportunlets rho only echo Blogana but laek zeaL to struggle for I

theLr practical implementation.

Today, when ve take the initiative and make this call-'to Ethl,optan
l:arxist-Leni.nist Organlzations, other progressive and patriotJ.c
forces \re are calllng for a genuine unity 4ot of vords ard paper
but of strug;le. Consequently, ve do not have ln mlnd another papgr-
ti6er rrprogran.r'e'r ararning opportunlsts and nrake mockery on the
struggle of the Ethloplan oppresaed rnasses. Às a nratter of fact ve
do not ?ravela new slogan to raise. I{e do not even ta!:e up all the
sl.ogans that are already raiged. We shall ralse only few key slogana
whlch if practically J.rnplemented, ve belLeve, vould open tho door
for the implementation of the other slogane. Our alm here is to
point out some concrite struggle guide l1nes as to how ve can Lnte-
grate and struggle rrith the broad masses l.norder to enable them
to put these slogans into act:[on,
Ie À'elieve the guide lines rve attompt to pln pol:rt herer can help
to advance our strug5le forervard. If there are contrades uho belleve
that there could be better grrlde llrre9, or who thinlc that ottr
guicle lines are instrfficient, rÿe say they have revolutionary obll-
gation to express their vievs, malce necessary complernents and openly
take fear stand before the broad masses. Todayr r+hen we make thls
caLl for unity i.rr otrugglê our Unl-ted Progrannre which ve released
in February L977 vas very good. 1o put that prog:rarnrne in actLon a
short runrraction progrartmêtr r*ag released, Unlesa He try to cheat
otrrSelveS we Can rrgt Say that the ItaCtûOn prograr;rntêr! haS disappeafed
lnto thirr- air. Today, uhat has been done üo all that trertwisl-tedrr
in our prewious rractirn prôg(ogrâlrlnterr thau the rr :rllitary bureauc-
racy'r which is ever getting vorserr has to be süriked and be repla-
cect by progressive offlciers, in foreign political affairs to rep-
laco the old bureaucrats by nev deplotratsr all oulwarnlng:o on
EPRP.padd.assassins is at varience rÿith the obJective realitLes
that we see before our eyes. In actual fact, DPRP has been reenforced
by other paid-assasslns. ïrhen llarxLst-Leninist organlzations clalm
Lhat thelr unity has t'strengthenedrt from tlme to timo, and malntain
to have gone from unity prograntmo to actLon Programmer and frot:r .-

actlon prograr,rnrê to rfrontrr, when the broad ti:âssês aro echoin6
revolutionary slogans in thelr nrillions, in short rrhen unprecedented
revolutionary situation prevalls in our countryr one may ask vonde-
ring- 'r.'hy couldnrt the revolutlon advance foreward? why have reac-
tionariee beconre strong? why dollltarxistst'remain papper tigerc? Hhy
is their struggle restricted only on warning reactionarlot? Th.
reas,)n for this is l'ery simple. Â11 those that ralce slogaDs do
not venture to struggle full heartedly for their implementatlon.
Inorder to incroâsc l.l:e rcwolutJ.onary partici.patlon of the broed
masses and intonsfl'1 the clasg^stt'uggle, t!ère ane tlrose that ralae
and put denrocratic question on ths fore front. On tlle othêr hand
thcre arc thoso taiL-enderg h'ho in theor petty-bour5;eolce ând
neglet of the broad nrassss attenrpt to urldêrostirrate or lf lt goer
far deternined to stand against the full participatlon of the broad
nrasses in the revolutLon. Thereforer l.n this condltlon aince thc

i
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ac,.1,,n protirâru,ros are only for few lntellectuals anrl not for thopoprrlar magse! they can not be lmplenented. T?rose elements that
lJairn to be vangunrds sesn fron, tire angle of,re broad massesthat have burnlng clesire to carry on,he revoLrrtlon oitiUft tail_cndlng, vac1liatlon, r.ndeclsivness théy prostrate a,d sr.low oooor-trrnl§m for rectlonary forces that seem tô 6e strong b#i,,,"'irii.,s.,tnd in thls manner the counter-revorutlon gets chaice to strellgthênitself' thls ls what characterizes the objàctiwe reallty in ourcountry today.
Ttrerefore, vhen ve uralte thle call for unity ln strug3le for genulnelll. organizatlona a,d other revorutlonary fôrces, we-frrarr. polntout ln berief what sort of struggle taclics ," ù"re to aaapt inorderto nput glogang in actj.ontr. Then ve shall choose four out of thethe various slogans that revolutionaries are echoLng with the broadmâsscs today and glve sone st.rggle guicle J,ines thai wirl help usto struggle for these slogans.

Put Sloean in Âction
rnorder to put thLs slogan of the popular masses }iarxist-Leninlsts
should depart from the starting point that- üre masses are the mâk-ers of history. vanguard forcss no nratter hov r.ruch revolrrtionary,patri.oti.c or deterrrrined they rnay be they can not do any thing sôunaorrtgide the partlclpatlon of the broad magses. rnorder- to puI elogans
in actlon 1t 1s trrrperatively. necessary for vanguards to be acceptàdand unite with the peoSle r,'hich arc the rrakers of Itistory. Furti-ror,
it 1s exceptionally Ir:,portant i:o prepare ttre peo;>le to J.iy their
trust and die for them. They have to show on the fore front concriteacti' ns every tir:re and at ever1, stage ilrat inciicatê the path uhich
vilI lead the broad masses to final victory.
Therefore, lnorder to do thls, first of all Llarxist-Lenlnlsts and
other revolutLonary forces have to giwe. clear explal.nati.ons on
".e contai)-"t of tho slogans, and there by be able to shov to,the -

broad' massea hov,rm.rch the slogans can contrLbute for ilre popular
revolution lf they are inrplemented.
Second, they have to expose mercilessly without any sort of oppor-
tunlsm reactlonaries and opporttrnists wittrLn as ve11 as outside the
DERG vho are dlrectly or indirectly opposing the slogarrs and there
by nrobilize the trroad r:rasses to fi,3ht a6ain'lt these rectLonaries
and opportunl.sts. To ftght for révolutionary slogans does not have
any other meanlng than fl,;htlng agaJ.nst reactionaries wbo oppose the .
slogans as gell aa opportuni.sts who superficialll' echo tho-àlr,gans
but create hj-nderance Ln their practlcal implomentation.
ThJ-rd, If true -or8anizationg and other 5enui,e revolutionaries
clalm to be vanguards, they trawe to be abJ.e to point out in advance
concr1tetact1csandmeasureathatwi11enab1etheinIp1otnentation
of slo6ans that have been accepted by the people and carry on a l

relentlegs struggle to advance the revoiution foreward.ÂccorcllngJ.y,
havin6 1n mind that attacks can com€ fronr reactionaries and oppàr-'
tunists a6alnst the broad masses and thcir allies in the process
of the str.uggle ln explainLng the sJ.o;ans, giving concrj.tà practi-
cal gulde lLnes, exposln6 reactl-onarles and opportunlsts, they hawe
to be prepared to stnnd unlted a5alrrst any l<lnd of influence or
a t tack.
ft rneans, if Ethioplan çenuine i,;/L-orga*rzatlons ond other ganulne
revolrrtlonarles contlnue the strrrg4le along the aboYe rnentioned
very sinple 6uide linos ovol.di.ng opportunism and 1agin1; ùr the
walie of €vents./uê do not only advancc foreward 1n strengthlng our
unity, but alsb cnn make great contributLons that is expectecl from
us by thê Ethloplan rovolution. FollouJ.ng the above montioned
three 6'uJ.de 11n6r l:L r ISONE makes revoJ.utionary call to s truggle
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the follovin6 four slogana.

"Put the. rlnitv of , r:enylne oro,:reaslves
ln practical action !,'

I

At this crltical nroment rrhen the counter-reÿolutlonâry forces unltEdand strengthened are on the verge of subvertin8 our râvolutlon,tlris slogan of the broad nasses has become verÿ vltal and burning.Âccordinglÿr we maintaln, todav rnore then any iln:e beforc 1t isthe dul'ty of each and every Èrl-or8anization io do every thlng poss-ible inorder to rear.ize and translate trro unlon of progreasives
- from paper vork to practlcar action and from virral to concrltestruggle. 

I

IlErrso)iD needs a genuine unj.ty of progressives a6 it has pointedottt tj-tne and again. It has unrer.rittingly agj.tatod and strrrggled forthis causs. Â6ain today, rrhen I'ErrsoNB rnakes this call for truel4L-organlzations and genuLne pevolutlonarles-that will enabLe usto-rrnite our struggre, get croser and knov each other in the revol-utionary test ve are going through - it is to take one-atep forev-ard from the prevlous attempts.
our past strug'-le hae thought us that a concerted unlty of genulneprogresslves can rpt be achieved slnrply because r"" 

""r,g"à"alJ=püuï--ish unity and action progranrmes. neàlizi.n8 that ve fràvà fai.tea todo so, realizing that Nil-organizations have faired tà'pray anysound role r.n our countryra concrlte conditions it is irnperative that,L-organlzations learn from their prevlous mlstakes aud stretrBthenthelr tles vith the broad mass.". if however, tneÿ-conif..ue asnvang.ardsrt isolated from the broad magses and attempt torstrèngthenrtheir unLty into a I',L rfrontn thÊlr inpact on the counter-revolutio-nary forces thât are obJectively unltiig and e"tirÇ-"ironger vouldonly be another paper tiger warnLngo
The broad masses of Ethiopia uho for severar months in the paat ha.r,eechoed the slo.an tr strengthen the unity of progressivagrr after veresponded by prrblishin6 the programme of unlàn àr nthioptan )IL-org-anizatlons and the actlo, p"àrràr,,"6 and today u,l.,un ,re-ralntaln that
've arertunitedrr stlrl '!r refuslng to ristenir have raised the slor,îanItput the unlty of progresslves Ln actionr. Dvidently, thjs clearlyreweals horv mucrr the trroaa masses have understooa tirât ttle unityÿ{e arè talklag about rrp to now isnot +n deeqs! As 1on6-às true gt-oir"rirations lag.lu the vake ofevents' and isorate themselves irom-the.concrrte-â"i-*à day strugglcof the broad massês, one beautiful mornlng they mtgit come out bysurprlse to the broad mass€s and say ', coi6rri,1r"ti.i"i After vehave strengthened our unlty we have established a working-craaeparty for you over-ntghtr. Ilorÿeÿor, the broad massês-iia g.rr.rirrerevoluttonarles rrill èontinue to siruggle for a g.rr,rfo" unlty, atrnity that should be tranrformed to practical acts.
Hhy shouùd the broad masses and genuJ.ne }larxLst_Leninlsts continuoto strug6le for a genuine unity *tlr. some rprogressives' cralm tohavc been united? Beca.rse, i"oi'a""-tà establish a firm rrnity of.;enulne pro.1ressJ.v.:_ïrd io strengthen such a urrlty, there arecertai., basic sclentiflc prerequi,Iüies whlch 

".r, 
,rài tre eacilyby-passed! Of these prerequlslt-i", ,e shall .mentlon the three pre-llnrLnary ones. Fr.rst, tnoraer to stràn6then their unrty progresslveorganizatr'on. m,st agrêe on the basr-c questions of the revorutlon.Socond, based on theie basLc q"."[io.,", eac]r organlzatlon mustclearly statc its stand on thJ burr,lng questlons of the rovotutr.on,on questions that are confusinS tO the broad masse§ and for v'lchthe broad masses need guJ'de ir;";. ii strort, each organlzatron rnuatpoint out its c,-ear tactical st"rrà io". vhat r,s to be done'vlththe questions that emerge in the proceas of the revorution and
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ln fact rrust stand as a vanJlrard to 6ive leadershlrr to the strr-rggle.
Thlrd, each organl.zation:.:ust Ln comnôn vith other or6allizalLons
yho uses slmLlar tactics intei;ral:c vll.h the broad nrasses and sttrr-
ggle aide by slde to advance the revolution. 16111'ter, each otganj-za-
ti.on must struggle to establLsh a conmon front wLth those'nho havc
different tactics by tryin- to eleminate the dlfferencês on an open
and denrocratl-c dlscusions. .l 1. sha11 be strongthened and lmplenr6nted
by the flerco and concert,ed etrugglo of thoee n:embers of organlzat-
ions '",.ho conre clossr and get to knorr each other in their struggle
under comlron tactlca and establLsh lrrotherly and comeradely tJ,es
and learn to stand unlted against thelr com.on enemleb. Such a unlty
rrl.11 noü be unity of e1lts or a unity on a paper, but rather a unlty _
vhich r:raterlalizês and flourlshes in the struggle - an iron unlty
of the mllitants of the organlzatlon.It stands to reason, by this
ve do not mean to say i.hat thorgshould not be leadership from above,
nor are ue opposed to union prograrrmes and action programrnes. But,
rather ve are sJ.mp.ly saylng that, inorder to avoid these factors
from bein6 a far cry fronr the objecttve reallty and to proceed from
prate and paper work, Lt ls lnrperative also to concentrate on poin-
tin;; out çoncrLte tactics and integrate aembers with the broad masses
urrder tbeseclear tactLcs.
If ve maintain that the three factors we mentioned above are impor-
tant prereqtrisltJ.es to put the unity of 6enuine pro6lesslves Ln pra-
ctice, let us nov proceed to Eee in short anti-unity factors j.n our
country today seen lrom the point of view of these prerequisLties.
Ttre first obstacle of unity in our country ls the attenpts of sub- ,

verssive olenrentg in pushing to disrupt already achieved agreements
betveên }IL.-organLzations on the basic qrrositions of the revolution .

by uslng ClA-agents and reactionary bureaucrats who hawe intensLvely
inflltrated 1n .vIL -organizations. In this rospect, ve malntain that, '

the recent class-shifts and vacillâtlons on the hasic questlons of :

the revolution Is a.-fundamental hindergnce for the unity of pro-
r;ressives. lfhile our revolution remains a National Democratlc Revo-
lutlori (}E>n) atld on€ of the basic queetions of this revolutl-on being
the strugd le for unrestricted dernocrati.c rit:hts for the oppressed
1et alone that, even after an agrecnrent has been reacired on this
question ln the NDR-Progra;rnre, the le4lersfr;!_p glPfglelqri4n Lga4rrq
aro exhil)itlng a 5;reat class-shift by maintaining that it is impos-
sible to have nunrestricted derrocracy(. I:I.ERFD (llarxist-Lenlnl,at
Revolutionary Organlzation) is tending to maintain that it vas
deluded by :iETISONF when it accepted the terrn irlmmidiaterr elrbodled
1n thê slogan of rlL-organizations rt lmmidiate relEase of unrestrictêd "democratic....r ft has choson to gov confusion ln the imnridLate
question of the revolutLon by adopting instead the phrase democratic
iigl-rts by Four strugglert, which l,s hrsh sounding 1n fts rsclentificx '
conteltr , but ln its intention a hallorr and very sterotyped sopht::r',
stry geared tovards confusing the nagses. Un1ess ofcoursêr I';ÂLERDD
is expegtlng the broacl massss to struggle against tire treor Lhe
broad nrasses hÂve not learned only today that they have to stru6gle
for thoir democratic rlghts. But this, to uso the rect'nt language
of I.'J\LDRED, [phaser anct additlonal rtleapil revêÂls clearly trov r,uc]t
it has shifted on thts burni.ng questiorr of th{revolutir>n. : oreovert
f,|eu;;h ve are not intendln,. to deal çith lt iri detail he!:e, the
recent rrrsh to establ:lsh a working-class party sir:riIar to that of
Said Barre reflectlng the unity of the petty-bourgeois anrl ühe
bureaucracy- vlrile holding bacl< the release of de;rocratic rights,
the various tendencies touards reconciliation with feudallstsl fasc-
lstic rrrilltary offlcl,ers and Ânrerican lmpcrialisnt which is being
carried under tfie pretext of the warr..etc., are cle;trly basic
hinderances for the unlty of progressives.
The second hinder for rnaterlalizin,l the unity of progcrssiveg is

t
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Lrrat, opportunists ând ta.i. 1-6nders at, ernpt to be1j.ùtle the import-
ance of burnJ.ng tactlcal questions as if an a,peernent on the baslc
questlons alone can advance the revolution. Furtherrthese opportun-
ists and tail-enders bscome subJect for feudal intri,.;us3 and goaalps
rather than havLng opên and denrocratlc dlrcurslons,on the dlffsrences
in this tactical questlons.
spealiing aborrt the roLe of tactlcs in the perlod of a revolutionary
strtt3.;le Lenin wrote r Iîateriali.sn 1s llfelesc vl. ihorrt tacticcn.
Since the vide prevalenee..o'f thls problem l"s a llvin; reality r.n our
corrntry, ve believe it ls clear that ilre revolutlon lacks a vanguardleadership. of courser ve can understand that, due to the abaceico
of denocratic rJ.ghts rind the dtfficurties of free flou of ldeas, r

organizatlons have problems to present thelr tactice before the broad
,Trasses ln good time for the qulckly changing conditLonc. Hovever,
in the abscence of denrocracy, the reason why progressive organizat-ions vork Ln,clandstincr is to be able to ai;tiatà in undergroundpapers Ln matters whLch are legalIy fortrLdden, and to agttàte openlywith er»prrnlty on quostJ.ons that.farr'vrthin the iegal framework.ruthls manner organl,zatlons should be able to take ci.ear stands on arlquestions concernJ.ng the revolution. However, unlees rre try to cheatourselves, Ethiopian l{L-organlzations have sÉown great veakneao towork in this manner. r1nd we belleve that this ,oakness has created
a big obstacle for progressi.ve organizatlons to know each other andco-ordinate their stmggle ln cormon.
]{hen ve raise the weal<nesses and mal,ntain that, refraLn from taklngstands ln underground organs trave irrpecred the unlty of progressives,
obvJ-ctrsly there is scant execuse to escape through sheer smaftncssas the leadership of the proletarLat Leag.ue ls trylng to do. îheleaderahip of the Proletariat League r*ho are ve"sâd In smartnessdistribute êvery tin:e in nunderGroundrt leaflete that assurea.theexlstance of their orgânization.'For the last three years vhileEthlopia is in a revorutionary storm, and vhire revoiutr.onarles areconfronted overy"hour vith.inrmldlate tactlcal questions, the prole-
tarLat League, leavlng aside the most-vr.tar anâ uurnirig questions,tras been for months--narratln;1 conslquitively for the fihfoplan peàple
_in Lts nundergroundn publlcations about the ,crlmes" of-Tr;tsky '- ;Russian counter-revolutionary vho have died forty years ago. Afterthis story vas finsrred, the proretarLan League tàtàs up Ln Lts fol-llorving conslqultive numbers of its undergrôuncr publicàtiona anelaborated explanatlon about the blrth anà grovtir of colonialism andneo-colonialism to.cristalize the phenomena so that the Ethloplanpeople and revolutlonaries shourd havg a clear idea about it. Ag amatter of fact there is no harm rn the articr.es, they could even be
yu"fll: Hovever, that is not the point. First oi al1- the questlonLsrLf the articles are useful, why are thel,1o1 ptrblished in AddLczemon? ( ofrtc;.at neri'-papêr in AmÈaric rhere srrbjocc auch as thlseare not subJected to censorship) secondly, had tÉo leadership ofthe Proletariat Leagrre realLzed, r+hat thôy are obJectJ.vely aàtngls the same as ansr,rering that one is in the twentÿth centuary fora quostion asl<ed to knon what time it is now.
Such atten,pts to avold Or e6cap€ from immidl.ate lssues and burnlngquestions that are on the ordêr of the day is by itself a hlnderfor. the unLty of progrecsLves. Ànd Ln a sltuatiôn vhtch ig charac-terized by the abscence of el.ther openly shorJ.n6 ones stand or
"p9l1y criticizing the stand of others, ihere .risu" the prôblem ofputting on a par the stand of an organization with statementr ofindividrals that are suspected to be members of that organizatlonor simply from feudal runcrs. This can create a bad atm6sphere thatcan lead to mls-trust, mLsunderstândLng and accusatlon of one anothcrthat hindora the materializatr.on of the unr.ty of progresaLvea.

,
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The thlrd obstacle for the unity of pro6resslves ls the dread anduilderestinratl.on of the lnporti.nce of turning and strengthnlnG tiestrlth ihc broad nrasses'rrho ar6 on(! ir:,portant force that can liplement
the points where agreer,rents have been reaclred upon, and the pâtty-
borrrgeoisle tendency that attônrptr at limlting ihe'unlty to ieu '
elite and a 61rnplê paper-worl<. In parti,cular, it 1s necessary to
underetand, the reason behind the petty-bourgeolsJ.ers dread for
denocracy omanetês from the clasg nature of thls saction of the
sociêt-v that mâ:.:es 1t pendulate between revolutlon and countel-;rêVo-
],utorr and makos it rtat once both !:otrtgeois and man of the people,.
As ve have mentioned time and agâirr, the pctty-bourgeols ctasà li
arnayo on the forefront to piek up alogau and echo wiilr the àassesr l'and to srrêâr over Lts adherence to the revolutlon at every phase.
Howeverr iuat equally Ln that rnanner, it ic ar.so in the foràfront
to hinder the broad masaes fro;rr playing thelr hlstorLcal role thro-
ugh lts antl-donocratlc stand. foday, the falloureof Ethiopian tü- rorganlzatl-ons to put alogans in action and play a vang.uard ro1e,
and the{r being subsiquently dernanded by the broad masses - ÿÿho
by far have gono further and raLsed tr put slogans in actionn - merely
comes frorn the fact that,,.tl-organizati.ons havà not yet broken r+ith
the characters of ths petty-bourgcoia class once and for all.
rn orcler to be able to struggle for a genuine unity of progresslves
that should bo prrt ln actlon, based on ttre conditlons rrentloned above
li0rISONE polnte out the follorrlng struggle g.uJ,de llnes.i for trrre l!L-
organizatlons and other revolutlonaries.
a/ Slnce the foundatLon of the unlty of progressLves can only be
strengthen€d vhon all the organizations reach the sane stand on the
baslc questlons of the revoltrtion and when they fi.rrnJy. stand and
strug';le for this cornmor atands, at present it Li imperative to
stnr6gle Ln cornnon and expode mercLlessly before the broad maases
a]l types of shlfts on the baslc queations mentloned earller as vell
as others.
b/ Since the unl.ty of progreaslvss can orra, O. Lnrpelemented r.,hen
membera of the organlzatl.ons based on open tactLcal stands commonly
lntegrate and vork among the oppressed magses, and slnce the desLred
unl-ty ls not only the wrLtten agreements of the leaders but also,
a unlty that ehould be lmplemented ln practJ.ce by combatanta rvho
vork among the magses, Lt l,s LmperatLve to struggle in common against
tall-ênders, , right-opportunists, thoso who fllnch from
burnl.ng tactlcal questlons, those elernents of the petuy-bourgeolsio
who dread and neglect the maeseg and--feudal runrofs to get clarlty. ,J
c/ Î&t fSONE ca1ls for a united struggle to stand flrnrly side by side
rlth the broad masses and defend unflinchingly our conrrades âgainst
the lnfluênce and attacks from rsactionary forces.

2. "Down vith-the. bureaucra.cy!,,
r Dovn uith the bureaucracy , is the most popular of all slogans
that are echoed everyvhere by the broad masses of conte:,rporary
EthJ.opia. Bo lt ln the maga-media, at seminars or der.ronstratione,
Lhore is no Kebele candidate, trade union leacJor, peasarlt represenÈ
tative $ho doea not echo phLs revolutionary slogan. Seen from the
obJectLve condltlone tha/are taklng shape in the prosent day Dthio
pia, the popularity of thlc demand among the people should not glve
us surprise. The broad magges did not take thls antl.-bureaucratic
stnnd either from theory or from agltation of some prog:rêasive forces.

-on.tlr.o contrarf,'. l;odav.. theÆgEJilÉqistf{ed =t ,,s6l n rÉA-'
trr"gd-lrr:assss of Ethloptà 'an-tîlË-bureaucrucy ls -eËà pr(ôduct of theaotagonJ,stlc coatradlctJoi thaù exietd bctween the tir J.rreco;lciÏâbly
opposed por€r stluclurec of thé'roütolf iuearrcracy of the ord ordorof' yeeterday r.'hich !.s <lyJn6, and thc nerr peoplosl- pover rvhLch ic
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ene this ant onstLc contradiction
exc 3 v9

s 3 a9 ns d tLca re
Lonship bêtveon the old bureaucracy and thê nev pooplos porer hâr
once saLd that, the nev order does not drop frorn the aky, 1t la
born in the bovels of the old order and 6rows slde by slde ln the
struggle aûd contradlctJ-on a6ainst tl.e old order.
Today, one of the rsaebns why the anti-bureaucratLc stnuggle haa
ûathercd rnomentum â11 over thê country Ls due to the facb that the
25rOOO peasant aseociaùlons, 2000 urban dyellerE assoclationg and
thousands of r,rorkers and kebEle revolutlonary defensê coormi.tteec,
ln general, mil1lone of oppressed EthLopians that are represented
ln these mass organizations are increasingly flnding che bur.eâuc-
racy an obstacle in their endeavour for self-admlnstratLon and to
prrt their destlny Ln their own hands. And there by they

crushêd
have under-

stood that the reactionary bureaucracy has to be in order
to advance thelr strug;3 le forevard. Todayt when the broad ma8ae!
say r dovn r+lth the bltrêaucracyn theY afe not as

the er the c
factr t or e over re ac

and litary bureaucrats that are plotlng to cubveft thc revolutl.on
i§.-an indeapenslble part of the antl-bureaucratic atruggle. Hovev6r,
vhen wo look at the demand Ln a rrldcr perspectlver bÿ ' down vlth
the bureaucracyi'the Ethiopian oppressed masses simply mean, that
the reactionary bureauuracy, which ÿras been establLshed by the forrnar
systeur for the sole purpose of oppression and exploitation and to
pTotêct the interests of feudaliem and inrperlalism, should not con-
tj.nr-re to supress the ad.ninstrative and struggle organs of the,broad
masses. Their demand is not to put the adnrlastrative powors of the
centeral goverrxnênt ln thelr own hands, but rather to control the
lorver organizational and adminstrative powêrs in rrhlch duality of
p{i}ror exists betveen the rotten buleaucracy of the old system and
and the new mass organLzations. fherever such conditLons exiet, the
masses demand a decl-slve supermasy of the peoplesr organizations
over the o1d bureauct.acy. ft ls a demand forvardêd by the pooplo
to put an end to the attempts of the bureaucracy to sterillze mass
organizations, and the release of unrestricted clemocratic rlghts of
thê oppressed masses. IJhieh ever tray ve look at it, the anti-bureau-
cratic struggle ià a democratlc question vhich ains to put the destlny
of the masses in their own hands.
Today, the strug.1le that is persued starting from the reactionary
bureaucracy ltself to reactionary elerinents nlthln the DERG and rtght
opportunist intellectuals ld geared toarards blackln8-out thLs basic
truth. There ls an attempt to present the den:and for dernocracy as a
denand ralsed onry by tiDtrsoNE and a handful lntelrectuals, inorder
to hide the fact that this demand is raised and forrlardecl by the
;rillions of the broad masses in theLr starggle to crush the bureauc-
racy of the old oppressive and exploitive system. Tt must be clearry
undersLood thab unless delrrocracy ls seon and understood in this
r;.anner as a veapon of struggle, then bhere ls every chancê as ue cansee today iu our country, every reactionary can present himself asan anti-bureaucrat and friend of the masses. Due to this, and lnparticular due to the confusion spread by rJ.6ht-opportunists uho
clalm that nthere exists substentlal, democracy today,, tr DERG can notgiwe rnore democratic rights than vhat it has already 1;iven novi,I'rte should not say unrsetricted democratic rights for üire oppressed
but rather den:ocrac;' for the opprossedrt, r.democracy for the opprecsod
by our strrrgglett, etc., and as a result of the separat:Lon of the antt-bureaucratlc struggle from democratic question, at present ve have
reactred'euctr a stage wlrere at every publIc and in seninar! the bureau-
cracy itself- I'hLch is supposg{ to be cruslred has bo61an mocking by
echolng the ilogarl rd6-'un rrith,blireaucracy,r,

c

!
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B.rt it is not enorrgh to lcnorr onl.y ihe fact that, those --llo prctendto bo nnti-brrroarrcrats ln prrb 11c and oppose domocracy are only anti-brrroaucrat:g ln rÿords bt:t i n practice a5ents of the bureaucracy. 'lfe
bollevc ttrat It is excepti onally important for the comtrrinr stru;;g1eto knog horr this state of affairs comê about. It is necessary toshoar that ln our country t
shlft 1n the strrrggle to s

oday we are rritness ing a process of class-
brangu late the strug;;le of rhe Ethi opianoppressed masa€s. In conbempor ary Ethlopia, we have entered a nel.qi-storical êra, yitere the pett

the revolutlon !ÿith successive
of the revolution and exhiblt ing nrore than any tlnre before vacillationln lte leadership role. Às a result of this rre ere 6;oing through apartod vhere the pendulatir-rg pet i.;r-bou:rgeoisLe clas s in collaboratlon

brtro lisat ter;;pting to builct EüIlië?-
Dthiopia, revolutionary forces,
the DERG must c.Learly unders-

ui trr ant peop f'orces. people of
as vel1 as progres§lve elements wlthln
tand this basic truth. lÿe belLove it 1s .inperatl-vely necessary to
understand for our coming struggl-e, the process of formation of a neu
clâss a1igrunent vrrich is takin§: shapo in present day Ettrlopia. Thla
objoctivê ferrrentaÙion in the new constallation of forcos and the
foin:ation of a new class allience between reactionafy elernents in the
DDRG and psudo-pr.ogressives and opportunists - historical garbages,
vho are anti-bureaucr.ats in words but in reality agents of the bure-
aucracy - who trave solc out the Dthiopian revô1ut1on for petty selfinterests llawe to be videly knolrn and understood.
Departing fronr this analysis, I:D'rsoND ca1ls upon all truo ftl-or6an-
lzations and other vehoment revolutionarLês, who stand firr:i for the
pride, independence and unity of the Dtl-riopian oppressed masses, tojointly form alll.ence on the basis of the fo1lowin3 points for theprlrpose of lntenslfylng our struggle against the bureaucracy.
a/ Beati'ng in mind thatr,rdovn trith the bureaucracft ,."nr, let mass
organlzatlons flourish, release froe revolutlonary actions of tho
masses and donocracy, ve call for a comDlon struggl-ê for the supermacy
of mass organLzations over the rotten bureaucracl, of the o1d oppre- -

sslve and exploLtlve ordêr at every leveL wtren and rvhere dual pover
betneen the tvo exist.
b/ It j-s clear at the outset that the groving strength of the burea-
ucracy is directly correlated lÿith the dinLnishing of clêmocracy.
Therefore, ono of our prirnary cluitios should be to reveal and expose
the traltorous politj.cal stand of those vho in words appear to be
anti-bureaucrats but in deeds oppose the release of the urrrestrlcted
denrocratic rlghts of the oppressed uasses.
c/ As ve have mentioned earlier, today the anti-bureaucratLc struggle
is waged to cruah the allience which is taliing shape arith the help
of the bureaueracy betueen the vacitatlng petty-bourgeoisle and al.l
anti-people forces. lfe are açare that thls struggle is a long-run
prespective and is goJ.ng to be.1ong and difflcult. However, in tho
short-run, our stnrggle should have the nature of exposing before the
masses the anti-people acts of the leadiry; reactionary elements itr
the DDRG ancl the bureaucracy vho are the ring-leaders of this unholy
alli.snce. And to struggle for the replacement of reactionary bureau-
crats by patriotlc civll and milltary officers.
rl/îo oxpose and unvail before the public the atrocities and attacks
va4ed by tho reactionary eJ.emerrts in the DERG ancl rlng-leaders of
the bureaucrac.'" alainct Iiebele candidates, leaders of peasant ancl
riorl<er organizations, revolution defence con:mite€s, prôgrcssive sol-
diors and other revolutionary forces in the stru{tgle against the
bureaucraey. IllDrISONlt makes a revolutlonary appeal for a rrnited
str'-r5cle ùo agitate the masses tô-stànd against this anti-people
at t acks .

y-bourgeoisle çhich has been leading
vj.ctories is nov shalcing 1n the faée

L
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3. . "RsvolutionaJ.y uother land or deathl rr

Despite the clarity and plaLnees of thla slogan: rhere ic hardly no
slo6an at present vhich Ls 60 bilittled and trampled as thia one.
'Ihe ologan rrrevolutlonary mother land or death' sinrlrly meang that
the eneml-es of o'rr revolutlonary nrother land are the gnemlâs of our
revolution, and inorder to save our revolutionary mother land ue haveto crush the enernies of our revolution. since our lnternal and exter-nal enernies 'r^'ork hand Ln gloves Ln thelr atru6gle againct our revol-ution, any atter;rpt to seek peacg or reconcLlation r,'ith internal rea-ctionarles or ân attempt at muffllng the class struggle ig to lnvitecountêr-revolutlon. ft means that inorder to stand agalnst and cnrstrotrr external enernleg lt le necesrary tô lntenslfy the Lnternal claag,struggle and to crush Lnternal reactionary forcel. rn short ,rsvolu-
tionary nother land or deathrr means tlrat we havE to march forward
along.a. concious, organrzed and arrred stru6gle r*ithouù showing anyvaciliation bocarrse of external invati.on.
lrE'rsoNE and other genuire ravolutlonaries, folloving this lLne haverepeatedly echoed such slogang as n intensify the reiolutlon to atandagainst external invationri, tr donrt let the bureaucracy lead thecanpaign rather lead the caml:aign agaLnst the bureaucràcyri,. trrrg donrt'rrant reconcilation yLth Lnternal reactLonr, rivatch eut lhc'piota ofinternal reactionrt, rrrevolutlonary leaderehip for the peoplear nrlrltlarreverythlng for the rar front and thE revolu-tLont,. Hav'ing realizedat the outset thê dlsasterous consequencos that could foilow frorn the
l"1lyl" to adapt a correct and rnttiely consistant political rine,I'ETISONE had presented concrlte suggestions to thê FrovL_sional Itiilitary Goverrment tfrbough its members that were e,.ga[ea in1ega1 work. Iiowever, due tb the increased lnfl.rence of reactionarlesand the spread of the 'rporlcy of reconcilationr the srtggestlons ofrevolutlonarles forwarded to prlAC roat considerationg.
Iÿhat so ever, ln an attempt to bnrsh âside thi.s slogan, the anti-peo-p1e forces starting from the reactr.onary bureaucr."ÿ ,rito 

"r[rr-i-"iilortunists have manal;ed at present to brLn6 our revoiution..rat the brlrü<of counter-revolutio, by separatlng the sEruggre for tie Ethioplarurevolutlon from the struggle to defend the iniegrety of revorutionaryrnothe.r land. By mr.slnterprating the srogan ,.rr"iyiti"i to the lrarfront!-a slo6an which has been-revolutiànarly im;rs;;r,t.a uy Lenr.n -the reactionary bur-eaucrats and rlght-opportunists have changed it1nto a ne'w theory vrricrr says r lea.,,e asiàe the revolution for the tr.mpbeing and fight again{-t1e forei.gn a66ression. Let every body concen-trate for the tr.me.on thLs rr"r, ih"rr-àfter trrrs r" à"ài,re sharrtake up our revorutionary activlties fromrwtrerà ;; ;;;; stopedr. _ -rhereforewhire ve are in this state of varrto,clemand ior d"r,o"tatlérights inordêr to advance the revorutlon, to waga an 
"',ti-lîi.I"ii*"^tic strug,';re and to a6;itate for the intcnsiflcalto. oi tho int€rnarclass strug.gle lost their grounds.

Âs a result of thr-s theory, staunch reactionaries vsre rehabllltated
.and r'Èven key positions ln the bureaucracy. Notorious officers thathave been disrissed on the grounds of various counter-revorutlonaryplots r^'Lth the crA have been abre to tar(e comanai.ng-posrtione at thewar front. If opportunists have not grasped that tËis ef:dode goesat varience vith the slo6an of the bioaa massesl rrrevoÙrtionÊry mot_her _land or death,, even r.f we have been able to tlrorÿ out somarllnvaders from Ethlopian solr, unress the Ethioplan broad rnesse,prostrate for the counter-revolutionary forces that have strengthenedtheir posiLion under this condition, the prôspects of the presentsittratl'on are liabre to.read .r.nto a grim civlt ïar ever expriencedbefore. ff opportunr.sts havn't-rioticed ttris truth, then infact theymust havo been blind. If, hor+evêr, seeing and knorrln6 these facta,
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tlley m€an to be reaer'ed froar shoving and prcpalring ilro broacr massssfor the dangerous courter-revolution and tÀe bibter-strrrg,;le ahead,thert ve sayr there 1s nothrng Lrore shaklng before the reactr.on, rnoreopportrrnlan, r:rore being a historical 6arbage Lhan thls.
rt 1s against this background that i DrrsoND ca1ls upon trrro r.ilrorga-:rizations and other revorutionaries, to osLabrish a unlt). iot of uo-rds but of strugglê, urrder ilre s1o6ân "revoltrtiori""y i,lttr." land orclealhl and proposes the followinii grride lines of struggle.
a/ Since the slOgan 'rrcvolttionary rnothor land or (leath[ is a popularslo;;an wlrich thc broad rnâ3§es raise all over tËo country ând strugg.Lefor lts correct J,mplenrentatL()n, and slnce the devlatlon frorn thisquestlon ie day by day creatin3 a very dan;;erous sl.uation for ourrevolrrtlon, ve should stçu;;gle in common to exposo resolutely thoseforces that aro bêùrâying and srrlftLnl; from ühLs decisi..e s1ôgan evgrydayr and be on the fore front rrlth trre rnasses to flght a6ainst theml
b/To gurantee tho teritorial irrtegrity of our revolutionary rnotherIand, and to con€ out vlctorlous front the counter-rcvolrrti.rnary civilvar whlch lhe reactienary forces are prepairing for, the broacl rnassesvltiLe defàndin5 the country from foreLl;n invation, nrust sinrultapJ.ousJ.ystruggle to ralse their levol of conclorrsness, orGanlzatio, and. arnrs.Therofore, ve have to stand united more.than ony iir,. beiore, fora concious, organiized and an,red peoplosa strugilie ancr trrerebÿ e*pooothe opportunlsttttreorj.es'r which under tl.re pretext of the rvar are str-angling lhe anti-bureaucratic struggle, and the stru66les to intensi-fy the class struggle and clemocratiè rights
c,/ To replace the slogan rr all to the war frontrrr,rhlch is becomingwidely nrieinterprated, by a clear slogan r all to the var frout airdthe
nlng

revolutionn, and jolntly strugg
the battle front as ue1l as brr

le urrdor this slogan for strength-

tion
and I

in th nt nces
front
mas 8e

in connron ulth the broad
led.

1. rnorder to strengthen the battle frorrt.and give revolutionary lea-
dershlp for the regular: arnry and the peôplest mLlLtia rvho are secrL-
flcln6 thoLr llvos in the strrrggle .against invaders, reactlonary
ririlitary bureaucrats have to be replaced by progreasive offlclers.
Polltlcal cadres from tho provJ.ncos as rre1l as from our organJ.zations
have to 6o out in the battle fronts and integrate vlth tho regular
soldiers and nllitLa inorder to ralse the pol1tica1 concùousness of
of the regular army and the peoplesr rnilltla. rnstead of recrultj.n6addltl.onal forces for the peoplesr mirltla from far avay provincos
rve have to aggtate for the recrtritment of peasant mllitla from theprovinces of the battle fronts.
2.ve have to co-ordlnato Ln co:i.mon the strug8le to ,nral<e tlle conterat
regions of the corrntry a reliable clefense for the battle front, to
struggle against the decrease in production that might take place
because of the labour fqrss engaged in the battle, to protoct the
families of those engaged in the batLle frolr falllng into econonlcal
problems, to agl.tate thoee $/ho are not engal;ed in the battle to rep-
lace the labour force of those that are en,gâCocl, to agitate for thà
establLshment of n battle front agricultural fioldsrt that :lre farrnod
1n co-operatLves Lnorder to strengthsn the defense capaclty of thc
country, to give all the necessary naterl.al and nroral support for
the familles of soldiers, peasants, vorkors and other revolutionarLoo
wlro have lost tholr 1lves ln the battle.
l. Inorder to be able to mal<e the centeral reglons a reliable defonge
centors for the battle front, rre have to gtand unlted in the forefront
and agitato the rrasges for t;lre lntensLflcation of the froe rcwolutio-
nary actions to cnrsh paLrl assassLtis. We have to ldvanco more than

, and carry out a co-ordinated strug6le
s the foilloving points shoulcl be ful!.fl
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any tine before th€ strugglo to po11t1c5.ze organlze ancl arm the mass-es inordor to givo ao chancn for the counter-rcvolrrtLon. Hlth thlaln mirrd I.EtrsoND calls upon all true lÿ.orgar,lzatj.ons and oth€r rêv-olutlonarles to atrr-rggle inccor,rrxot lnd reeolutely: expo6e the reactl-onary petty-bourgeoLsle and ttre rlght-opportunists viro under the prê-text of th6 var oppose the release of dernocratic rights of the opprn-ssed masses and vho rtaad agalnst changing the centlrar ro6ionc ràtoreliable defense centers for the war f,lonI. 
^nd 

to Ààii"t" in unl.tythe broad masses to struggle these antL-people forcel.
4. lqrestrlctod denrocra tic ts for _q-p,pË98E

tI

h'e have nrentloned earrr.er trrat, it shourd not be surpri,sing to see rif opportunists and rcactlonaries echo the same sro!âns as the broadmasses and genuLne revolubLonarLes at the Revolution: square. l{e havealso nrentloned the re.on' why we shourd not be surprrseo to seE lfthere arises opposition after ,agreements have beei reachedrr on thequestion of der,rocratic rights r+rrich r.s one of the maJor questioncfrom the polnt of viov of the National Democratiq Reiolution. uhatso everr In the present day Ethiopia or-îffi-E question that dtff-e-rentiates the genulno revolutlonary.from thâ psuao progressive, thel:arxist from the petty-bourgeors soêiarist, tr.à a.roirai and pairroirrho puts his beroved èountrÿ before himseli from the selflsh opportu-nlst, ln general the progracsr.ve from the--reactronary ia the questlonof dcnrocra.ic rights. rniact, untir aor"e-'lr-irg"ril"ir"r* by maklngunprecedented class shr.ft on this basic qüestiàn or irr. people andthe revolutr-on tootc 1! g"! by maJority vote from the action pro.ramm.of ill-organLzatr.ons of July i977] startlng from flre Nationar Democra-tic Revorutr.on pro5ramrne (NDR-p) there rÿas a complete agree;.;;-;;--the irrmldiate and burnlng'naturô of this question and its decisiverole for our revolutlon.
Today, it is cristar crear that, the slogans vhich the Ethlopran bro-ad masses are echoing cal only be lmplemintea, ,iif,o"t giwLng anychance for subverssive prots of reactionartesi rrhen denrocratic rightsare recognized. Slogans srrch as rrput unr.ty of 'progressives rn actr.onnrrestabLish vorking cLass party imr.idiatetÿ", "àori "iit tfr. bureaucr_acy,,rrlet us tako our revolution foom defensive to offensiven, ,fr€erovolrtiolary actlons to stand a:.ainst pafa assas"ii";l etc., aredirectly or inddrictly llnlced r,,ith tho questlop of itemâcracy. Ttreslogans taken in thèlr revolutionary context cannot be fully and pra-ctically J.rrperemented wr.thout denrociacy and outside tlie partlcipationof the broacl masses. Ire nêêd not be surprised, therefore, r.f ve arefaeed wlth a difficurt etrug6le on-thas-question ;f-li-thls quertionis opposed under various pràiext uy ".""iro;;;i;"-;"â opportunr.sts.
Ât presentr lriBrrsoND has t,ro obJectives,hen r.t is struggrr.ng eldeby side with the broad masses ràr der-ocratic ri6hts. First, aa vehave mentr.oned earrier, they are rights that vould enable ttre trans_fer of porrer to the broad ,â""." uoirr tn torrns and irr--trr" eountrya{dershere there exists duarl-ty of power betrreen the porer organg of thebroad masses and the rotten .uieaucracy, and where these tvo organrstand Lrreconcllably opposed to each- oitier. Looking .t-tfr" matterfronr tl.ls-ang1e, ,e travà shown earlier that thls dànrocratlc questlonis not only a question of fev J.ntellectuals but rather a queetionthat rs echoecr by the gthr.opian oppresseo melsês througtr the thouaandrof mags organizatlons.
The second reason vhy lîrirso*E and other geuulae revolutlonariec to1;e-ther rÿith the broatl masses echo the slogan rrunrestrr.cted democratLcrights for the oppressed novr', is to advancé trr" 

".rriirilon forewardat an accelerated pace alorrg o an.ralorra organJ.zed and arned. peoplec"
"t*ggË;-6GF.o nratter ùow opportunlst one nray bê ono cannot dareto denv the neecr for-democratic i-iàiis lnorder to-polrtictze, oîgar..zaand arm the broad maôses. lroweverr"the attempt to ôrush aslde thla
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Cuottion rêvolvêls arround Lhc qrresti._,n rnoÿril. On tho other hatrd, ino-
r(tar to dcfend the revoltrtLon and tho rovolutlonary mother land from
üho lntornal and external onetcles rhot are inclrclin3 and undernrinlng
ths revolution ever)'vhere , when ,r today our struEf:le is also agatnsi
t'{,ci 1t ÿ1ll not bê very hard to understancl the irnperative necessity
of lrmnidlatgly politlclzlng, immirllately organizi.ng ancl inrmLdiately
ar:mi.ng the broad masses for the very exJ.stance of the rewolurlon.-
Yhl1e this rcnains the obJective reallty, whlle r'ê are J.n a precipL-
tous and ur6ent monrent, by opposln6 the release of democratlc rights
to hinderrthe ur6ent tasks of politlcizing the peopla, tho establish-
ment of a yorking class party.ând other clemocratLc parti_es, to inrpede
the stren6thnlng of the peoplesi democratLc or6anLzations, the urgent
tasks of eatabllshlng a peoplesi revolutlonary front, to try to leave
the destny of the country and the revolution sti1l on the shouldors
of fer people, l"s nothin;; else than openlng the door for counter-rêÿ-
olutlon and to stand responsil>le for this act before history. paÉti-
cularly, a Coverniient t*hlch cLafuns Ln lts programme to give all the
necessary asslstance for the above mentioned friends of the broarl
rnasses to organl.ze at every leve1, lt ls not only hlstorlcaly
strange to strangle, hlnder and force lrrogressLve political organlz-
ations, ïomDn, youth.rrmâss organlzations to worl< in clandstine, but
alco ttth this very act it has clearly gLven LneffabJ.e. cilance and
loophole for counter-revolutlonary forces to create confusion and
lnfiltrate'the revolution camp.

Based on this reality, we mal<e ouf revolutlonary appeal to all l[.-or-
gânlzatlons and other revolutLonaries vho rvish to strengthen tho
unity of progresslves not Ln rvords but Ln struggle, to advance the
stnrggle for democracy a1ôn6 the foLlowing guide 1ines.
a/lt snalJ- be recalled, that Ln vlev of lmplenrenting the slogan
nunregtricted dernocratic rights for the oppressodr, a decreg vas drgf-
ted by the politlcal Office for llass Organlzational Âffalr§ a'-yêar
and half ago. Due to DERG's wacl!.iation aird unvillingnoss to declare
thlc decree, lt 1s nou mouldlng ln th€ flles. ltrerefore, rre have to
struggle 1n common and agitate the broad massss and revolutlonarles
to flght for the reLease of thl.s decree.
b/SlrnrltanLously wlth the ftght for the declaratLon of this decroot
to lntensLfy the struggles, for flourlahing of mass organLzatlons,
for crushlng the reactLonary bureaùcracy, for the release of cadres
of peasant organLzations, vorkorsr organizatlona, kebeles and POllOAt
that are langulshlng in prisons in the various provlnces due to the
antl-denrocrattc activitLos of the bureaucraey, to brlag before court
brrreaucrats thet are rosponsible for the ll.ves of inlr.ocent Dthloplans
that have been brrrtally rmrdered.
c/ In touns also, with the Lntensification of the strugSle for the
release of the doCreè, sirm-rltantrotrsly to a6itate th'e masses to stru-
ggle for the lntenslfLcatLor: of free revolrrtionary actions of l(ebele,
vorkerst or9ar.lzatlons and revolutlon defense cornmittees. To brlnl;
before pubtic Jrrdgement reactionary bureaucrats that are respoasible
for the lives of our revolutlonary comrades, to agitate the broad
masses to struggle for the uncondltlonal release of revoltttion defe-
nse comôltt6es and other revolutionarles that have been arrested bec-
:rtrse of the machinatlons of the reactionary bureaucracy. To agitate
the broad masses to struggle agalnst the reactionary btlreatrcracy
vhich is collaborating in the vhite terror by settin6 freo pald-assa-
sslns that hrve been €rrrêsted and put under control after a bltter
struggle. And to strrrg,..;le against any attempts to release reactionar-
Les without the concent of masg organizations rr'ith whose help these
reactionafies have been cottfht.
a/ ft fs ân open gecret that wo seo before our oun eyea that the
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fanrlll,--s of workers, kebcle candldates, soldLsrü, revalution.def6nga
comnrlttes and other revolutLonarles vho ira.re dl_ed,in ilre..sorvicê ofthe revolutlon as vell as those rrho are ling'uishlng 1n prisonc becau-se of bureaucratlc machinatLona are êxposed to starvatlàn. Ttrerefore,
L'ê have to co-ordinate In common al1 the necersary moral and materlaisupport for these farnl-1iàa.
e/ t'trtrsoND nrakeg itg revolutlonary call to all true Èrl.-orgânlzations
and othêr revorutlonariesrto glvo our revolrrtlonary force .rellable
and correct liner to asslst and strugglo 1n common for the ectabllah-nrent of the vorklng crasa party, and other democratic partlec andorganlzatlons. ft agltate aromen, studentsryouth everlnrirere to estab-lish domocratic mass orgâqizatrong and to'itruggle rir common agalnst rany sort of Lnfluence or hlnder from the bureauèracy that would arlceunder thls condltLons. To etruggle sldo by side vitir wonenryouth,teachersr democrata-, patriots ..etc.r,ho are flghtrn6 ror iLe 

"..o6-nition-sf their,rlghts to organize. To unmask unhasliatlngly and ràgea common struggle against the attempts to strangle or to bring theaàorganizationg under the control of the antl-people allience of thepetty-bourgeoisie and thê reactionary bureauôraèy.

-. ConclusLon

Just rilce the broad rnasses aad 6enuine revolutLonarles l,;DrrsoNE latired of only echoing slogans. Just like the broad massea it demandsthe practical implementation of slogans. It denrands for a genuineuni.tv not of rirords but of s-truggre, a unlty not ônly of fesr.ÿans.of'the ofÊirnlzatlbns. but also of drl thelr combatant member". rt âàr."â"
_for a unitêd struggle for elogans that are raised not from the aLrbut rather from the datry stnrggle of ilre Ethiopian broaat masses.Ir{E'rsotr'D struggles on the foreiioaü for thls kt;d of unlty. slnce agenulne unLty ls estabriahEd for struggle and emsrgês from atrug61e,lnorder to establish such klnd of unr.ty l-ErrsolrD points out gurdellnes on questlons.that ve can vage comnon struggle by moderatJ.ngour difforencea. rt has a atrong berref that a lànurnâ unltyl coirade-ship, and closeness ernerges Hhen vê mlx wl.th ilrà nrasses and knoveach other ln the stru6.le. ft has openly presented for lil,-organlza_tionsr -other Ethlopian progressives and th; Dthtopian brôad ,à"""sguide llnes which Lt belLeves would advance thLs -cause. 

rlhen ve makethls kind of open call some people rnight be surprLsed. 
-Hovever,

IærrsoND only beliewes Ln the broad massos. unress the broad ma8lrerparticipate ln the struggle, and unress we struggle on thelr sidefor their rights that would enable them to take-iull partLcipatLon,
agreements that are reached onJ.y betçeen vans of organlzatlons areliable to fai1. Por this the failoure of our action programm. of ractJulv standsr as an outstanding example. rt was based àn ihie bellef,and to Lntegrate çIth the struggling masses that l.rrsoNE vas forcedto change Lts tactics of str.uggle.
ïnordor to take a decisLve stand as that of lorrsoNE, one has to berêady for the practicar impelementatlon of the rovolutionary sloganoof the broad masses .nd bê determined and prepalred to struggle iorthese slogans to the end. fn addition to thi6; ons has to talce anindependênt revolutLonary crlticar eupport stÀnd on the provLrional
l'lilitary Adnrinstrative eauncLl, free from any sort of rlght-opportu-
1!9m or psudo-left opportunlam. Ân organlzation whlch doêr not full-fil these trro polnts is a talllst orgànization rrrhich fatet ln thevake of events from the peoprear otruggre, asplrâtions ànd alogans.rt ls an organlzation r*hich to<tdlee risht'and left foilàwrng trrefootsteps of Pl.!ÂC. fn the flnal analysis, vheather it likes it or..not this kLnct of organizatLon is doomed io end up as a hictoricalgarbage.
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Unrestrictod donrocrat ic ril3trüs for ttre oppressod nor!
Ir'mldlate releaso for the Lnrprisoned friedds of the masses!
Let us co-ordinato aict and support for our imprlsonod alllea!
Â- conciousl organLzed..anrl arrired strug6;le of the people
ahall trlurnpht


