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A call for Unity of Struggle for Genuine Progressives!

At times, infact, one finds it very hard to conceive, if there is
any revolution which is so fortunate in slogans as that of the
Ethiopian revolution, With this we do not mean to say, that correct
tactical slogans indicating the role of progressives ‘shodlld not be
raised at various times and periods, They ought to, However, as we
notice many times, some slogans overlap beyond limits, If the prev=-
iously raised slogans were genuinely implemented, the new and over-

laping slogans would have been avoided.
i

For that matter, if all that echo the slogan " For a Concious, Orga-
nized and Armed Popular Insurection" zealously stood for this cause,
we should have gone beyond "United Programme" and "Action programme"”
and our revolution would have made a great progress. For instance,
the National Democratic Revolution Programme, which all Ethiopian
progressives have agreed on, states clearly that the popular masses
will be "immidiately accorded unrestricted exercise of democratic
rights" inorder to accelerate the process of politicizins, organizing
and arming them, After this has been clearly stated, howmany slogans
have we seen and heard on the question of democratic rights?

At first it was said,"unrestricted democratic rights for the oppre-
ssed", Every body echoed this slogan together with the broad masses,
When the broad masses noticed that nothing was done about it, they
raised the slogan "Unrestricted Democratic Rights For The Oppressed
Immidiately”, reminding once again, the "immidiate" and imperative
nature of the question, Again, revolutionaries, opportunists and
others echoed this slogan with the broad masses, When the question
of democracy which has been chracterized as "inmidiate", "very urgent
with the advance of the revolutioh was not effected, and when in

the wake of eventsiit became a decisive question for the very exis-
tance of the revolutionary mother:land, it was said "unrestricted
democratic rights for the oppressed now". The broad masses and their
true allies continued the struggle under this slogan, taking up the
banner of the revolution from the comrades that secrificed their
lives for the programce of the National Democratic Revolution. At
this event the pseudo-progressives and opportunists who were taken
by surprise couldn't know what to say. Eventually)there emerged
shifts. Some started raising exhausted and undisputable questions
from the year before last in a futile sophistry to evade the immi-
diate issue regarding the question - democracy when? The other opp-
ortunists and historical garbage in an attempt to flinch with petty
bourgeois cleverness, without either risking exposure in the argument
or holding consistant revolutionary stand, came out with a new"slo-
gan"- "unrestricted democratic rights for the oppressed by struggle®,
which in its scientific "depth" incomparable but in its clever
attempt very naive, We the oppressed and struggling people of Ethi-
opia haven't got let alone such a big thing like democracy even

a very simple thing gratis from our ememies without secrifice and
bitter struggle!!

What so ever, as the old saying goes"a pitcher aces often to the well hut is
broken at .last/all the opportunists, who have well undérstood the fact
that opposing democratic rights was one way or another betraying

the revolutionary motto " a concious, organized ....." of the broad
masses, were forced to confess that they have still not"betrayed"
the revolution, At this critical moment inorder to gontribute their
rart, the opportunists as excepted came out with a new slogan

" still today for a concious organized...." putting unexcepted add-
itional phrase on this major slogan, in a futile attempt to cover
their betrayal,



‘herefore, we believe it is not hard to understand the reason

behind the overlaping of slogans. The causc for this problem obvio-
usly emanates in the failure of genuinely implementing the slogans,

It stands to reason that, such a situation has existed due to the

fact that .the leadership of the Ethiopian revolution is in the hands
of a vaciliating petty-bourgeoise, When ono slo-an is raised the
petty~bourgeoise classeas larx once characterized it " at once both
bourgeois and man of the people"- picks up the slojan and echoes

with the masses. Howevcer, unlike the broad masses, it lacks the
venture to carry on the strugsle under the slogan to the end, Its
deter::ination becomes instantly evanescent., And as long as it is the *
van in the revolutionary process, it does not wish the broad irasses

to strussle for the slogans outside its control. inorder to restrain
the sldgans on half-way, As a result of this the petty-bourgeoisie
obstructs the implementation of these slogans, B

Eventually, there arises strange situations that are in logical
confermily with the class intrest of the petty-bourgeoisie. For
instance, revolutionaries, the petty-bourgeoisie which is pendula-
ting to flinch, its detachment opportunists, and the broad masses
raise a slogan and echo from corner to corner. 'here appears gene-
ral/agreenent/ on the slogan, Apropos, forinstance, one can say
that until recently, there was no clear knowledge as to who was
opposing the slogans; " down with the burcaucracy", " democracy
for the oporessed"..... ir Ethiopia, When every one is echoing these
slogans, att the Revolution: Square, when the slogans are raised by
the chairman of the DERG, DERG members and the broad massecs, one
may ask wondering: then who is opposing democracy? Who is reinforc-
ing the bureaucracy? If the slogans are not controversial why are
they not i~plerented?

A person who takes a sober notice at, there is as such no controver-
sy .on the slogans, however, can understand that, the petty-bourg-
oisie 1s making preparations to shift the focus of the argument
from the content of the slogans and open +a polemic front on the
conditions of their implementation. The petty-bourgeois class by
maintaining to inplement the slogans outside the participation of
the broad masses attempts to impede their materialization, On the
other hand, the broad masses, who have understood this fact and
know that the only determined force to implerient the slogzans are
themselves)demand " free revolutionary actions" and "democratic
rirhtan]

Therefore, if we look at thé matter from this angle; as lang as the
free revolutionary actions and democratic rijhts of the masters of
the revolution and their true allies remains supressed, let alone

the psodo prozressive and opportunist who is working hand in glove
with the reactionary bureaucracy behind the back of the broad masses,
even the rotten bureaucrat does not care a bit when he 1lifts his

left hand at the Revolution Square and barks " down with the bure-
aucracy"., As long as the free revolutionary actions and derocratic
liberties of the broad masses -~ the means to crush the bureaucracy-
are curtailed, and as long as the reactionary bureaucracy can prot-
ect itself on these questions under the "van" of right-opportunism,
it can go out freely to the Revolution Square, uise itslef as a

true alligof the bread nasses and slecps in peace, Only save menti-
oning free revolutionary actions and deiocracy!

That is why we maintain, at present, wiih the exception of democratic
rights, all the other slogans are not much controversial, The broad
masses who have understood this fact and who are tired of echoing
slogans have¢today come out with their own slogan for slogans
sayinz " put slogans in action". Therefore, anybody can understand
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today, that the question of democratic liberties appears to be
very controversial between on the one hand, reactionaries and
right-opportunists who raise slogans and attempt to impede their
implementation on half way, and on the other hand, genuine revolu-
tionaries who, side by side with the broad masses, are struggling
for the practical implementation of the slogans,

When ME'ISONE recently changed its tactics of struggle, it was not
only to strengthen its clandstine structure for the bitter struggle
to come, .but also,to integrate on a heigher level with the broad
masses who want the implementation of the slogans and play a leading
role in practically advancing the strugzgle foreward, as opposed to
opportunists who only echo slogans but lack zeal to struggle for
their practical implementation.

I

Today, when we take the initiative and make this call‘to Ethiopian
Marxist-Leninist Organizations, other progressive and patriotic
forces we are calling for a genuine unity not of words and paper

but of struggle. Consequently, we do not have in mind another paper=-
tiger "prograrme" warning opportunists and make mockery on the
struggle of the Ethiopian oppressed masses. As a matter of fact we
do not haveva new slogan to raise. We do not even talke up all the
slogans that are already raised, We shall raise only few key slogans
which if practically implemented, we believe, would open the door
for the implementatinon of the other slogans., Our aim here is to
point out some concrite struggle guide lines as to how we can inte-
grate and struggle with the broad masses inorder to enable them

to put these slogans into action,

We Helieve the guide lines we attempt to pin point here, can help

to advance our struggle foreward, If there are comrades who believe
that there could be better guide lineg, or who think that our

guide lines are insufficient, we say they have revolutionary obli-
gation to express their views, make necessary complements and openly
take fear stand before the broad masses, Today, when we make this
call for unity in struggle our United Programme which we released

in February 1977 was very good, To put that programme in action a
short run"action programnme" was released, Unless we try to cheat
ourselves we can not say that the "actiton programme" has disappeared
into thin air., Today, what has been done to all that we "wished"

in our previous "action proggogramme” thai the " :niilitary bureauc~
racy" which is ever getting worse" has to be striked and be repla-
ced by progressive officiers, in foreign political affairs to rep-
lace the old bureaucrats by new deplomats, all our warnings on
EPRP.paid-assassins is at varience with the objective realities

that we see before our eyes, In actual fact, EPRP has been reenforced
by other paid-assassins, When Marxist-Leninist organizations claim
that their unity has "strengthened" from time to time, and maintain
to have gome from unity programme to action programme, and from -~
acticn programme to "front", when the broad nasses are echoing
revolutionary slogans in their millions, in short when unprecedented
revolutionary situation prevails in our country, one may ask wonde-
ring- why couldn't the revolution advance foreward? why have reac-
tionaries become strong? why do'Marxists'remain papper tigers? Why
is their struggle restricted only on warning reactionaries? The
reason for this is very simple., All those that raise slogans do

not venture to struggle full heartedly for their implementation,
Inorder to increasc ithe revolutionary participation of the broad
masses and intensfyithe ¢lass”struggle, thére are those that raise
and put democratic question on the fore front, On the other hand
there are those tail-enders who in sheer petty-bourgeoilse and
neglet of the broad masses attempt to underestimate or if it goes
far deternmined to stand against the full participation of the broad
masses in the revolution, Therefore, in this condition since the
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ac.iun programmes are only for few intellectuals and not for the
popular masses they can not be implemented, Those elements that
claim to be vanguards seen from the angle of the broad masses

that have burning desire to carry on rhe revolntion exhibit tail-
ending, vaciliation, indecisivness they prostrate and show oppor-
tunism for rectionary forces that seem to be strong fof%fime being,
And in this manner the counter-revolution gets chance to strengthen
itself, This is what characterizes the objective reality in our
country today,

Therefore, when we make this call for unity in strugzle for genuine &

YL organizationa and other revolutionary forces, we shall point

out in berief what sort of struggle tactics we have to adapt inorder
to "put slogans in action", Then we shall choose four out of the

the various slogans that revolutionaries are echoing with the broad
masscs today and give some struggle guide lines that will help us

to struggle for these slogans,

Put Slogans in Action

Inorder to put this slogan of the popular masses Marxist-Leninists
should depart from the starting point that- the masses are the mak-
ers of history, Vanguard forces no matter how ruch revdlutionary,
patriotic or determined they may be they can not do any thing sound

outside the participation of the broad masses. Inorder to put slogans |

in action it is imperatively.necessary for vanguards to be accepted
and unite with the people which arc the nakers of history. Further,
it is exceptionally important to Prepare the people to lay their
trust and die for them., They have to show on the fore front concrite
acti- ns every time and at every stage that indicate the path which
will lead the broad masses to final victory, -

Therefore, inorder to do this, first of all Marxist-Leninists and
other revolutionary forces have to give' ' clear explainations on

“te containt of the slogans, and there by be able to show to ‘the

broad’ masses how.much the slogans can contribute for the popular
revolution if they are implemented,

Second, they have to expose mercilessly without any sort of oppor-

tunism reactionaries and opportunists within as well as outside the
DERG who are directly or indirectly opposing the slogans and there

by mobilize the broad masses to fizht againmst these - rectionaries

and opportunists, To fight for révolutionary slogans does not have

any other meaning than fighting against reactionaries who oppose the
slogans as well as opportunists who superficially echo the slogans

but create hinderance in their practical implementation,

Third, if true -organizations and other genuine revolutionaries
claim to be vanguards, they have to be able to point out in advance
concrite tactics and measures that will enable the implementation
of slogans that have been accepted by the people and carry on a
relentless struggle to advance the revoiution foreward.Accordingly,
having in mind that attacks can come from reactionaries and oppor=-
tunists against the broad masses and their allies in the process

of the struggle in explaining the slozans, giving concrite practi-
cal guide lines, exposing reactiocnaries and opportunists, they have
to be prepared to stand united against any kind of influence or
attack,

It means, if Ethiopian penuine ML-organizations ond other genuine
revolutionaries continue the struggle along the above mentioned
very simple guide lines avoiding opportunism and laging in the
wake of events,we do not only advance foreward in strengthing our
unity, but also can make great contributions that is expected from
us by the Ethiopian revolution, Following the above mentioned
three guide lines ME'ISONE makes revolutionary call to struggle
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hand 'in hand for the following four slogans,

1. "Put the unity of genuine prozressives
in practical action!"

At this critical moment when the counter-revolutionary forces united
and strengthened are on the verge of subverting our revolution,
this slogan of the broad masses has become very vital and burning.
Accordingly, we maintain, todav more then any time before it is
the duity of each and every KL-organization to do every thing poss-~
ible inorder to realize and translate the union of progressives

from paper work to practical action and from words to concrite
sfruggle. Y

ME'ISONE needs a genuine unity of progressives as it has pointed
out time and again., It has unremittingly agitated and struggled for
this cause. Again today, when ME'ISONE makes this call for true
ML-organizations and genuine revolutionaries-that will enable us

to unite our struggle, get closer and know each other in the revol-
utionary test we are going through - it is to take one step forew-
ard from the previous attempts,

Our past strug:-le has thought us that a concerted unity of genuine
progressives can not be achieved simply because few vanguards publ«~
ish unity and action programmes, Realizing that we have failed to
do so, realizing that ML-organizations have failed to play any
sound role in our country's concrite conditions it is imperative that
VL-organizations learn from their previous mistakes and strengthen
their ties with the broad masses., If however, they continue as
"vanguards" isolated from the broad masses and attempt to"stréngthen"
their unity into a ML "front" their impact on the counter-revolutio-
nary forces that are objectively uniting and getting stronger would
only be another paper tiger warning,

The broad masses of Ethiopia who for several months in the past have
echoed the slogan " strengthen the unity of progressives" after we
responded by publishing the programme of Union of Ethiopian ML-org-
anizations and the action prorramme and today when we maintain that
we are'united" still 't refusing to listen" have raised the slogzan
"put the unity of progressives in action", Evidently, this clearly
reveals how much the hroad masses have understood that the unity

we aré talking about up ‘to now is a'unity in.words and paper and

not in deeds! As long as true ML-organizations lag'im the wake of
events, and isolate themselves from the concrite day to day struggle
of the broad masses, one beautiful morning they might come out by
surprise to the broad masses and say " congraiulations! After we
have strengthened our unity we have established a working-class
party for you over night", However, the broad masses and genuine
revolutionaries will continue to struggle for a genuine unity, a
unity that should be transformed to practical acts,

Why should the broad masses and genuine Marxist-Leninists continue
to struggle for a genuina unity while some "progressives" claim to
have been united? Because, inorder to establish a firm unity of
senuine progzressives and to strengthen such a unity, there are
certain basic scientific prerequidities which can not bhe easily
by-passed! Of these prerequisities we shall mention the three pre-
liminary ones, First, inorder to strengthen their unity progressive
organizations must agree on the basic questions of the revolution,
Second, based on these basic questions, each organization must
clearly state its stand on the burning questions of the revolution,

point out its clear tactical stand for " what is to be done" with
the questions that emerge in the process of the revolution and



=

in fact must stand as a vanguard to give leadership to the struggle,
Third, each organization :ust in commén with other organizations

who uses similar tactics inte; rate willi the broad masses and stru-
grle side by side to advance the revolution, Further, each organiza-
tion must struggle to establish a common front with those who have
different tactics by tryin~ to eleminate the differences on an open
and democratic discusions, It shall be strengthened and implemented
by the fierce and concerted struggle of those members of organizat-
ions who come closer and get to know each other in their struggle
under common tactics and establish brotherly and comeradely ties

and learn to stand united against their com on enemies, Such a unity
will not be unity of elits or a unity on a paper, but rather a unity
which materializes and flourishes in the struggle - an iron unity

of the militants of the organization,It stands to reason, by this

we do not mean to say that thergshould not be leadership from above,
nor are we opposed to union programnmes and action programnes., But,
rather we are simply saying that, inorder to avoid these factors
from being a far cry from the objective reality and to proceed from
prate and paper work, it is imperative also to concentrate on poin-
ting out concrite tactics and integrate members with the broad masses
under theseclear tactics.,

If we maintain that the three factors we mentioned above are impor-
tant prerequisities to put the unity of genuine progessives in pra-
ctice, let us now proceed to see in short anti-unity factors in our
country today seen from the point of view of these prerequisities,

The first obstacle of unity in our country is the attempts of sub-
verssive clements in pushing to disrupt already achieved agreements
between ML-organizations on the basic quesitions of the revolution
by using CIA-agents and reactionary bureaucrats who have intensively
infiltrated in ML -organizations, In this respect, we maintain that,
the recent class~shifts and vaciliations on the basic questions of
the revolution is ~ &.. fundamental hinderance for the unity of pro-
sressjves, While our revolution remains a National Democratic Revo-
lution (NDR) and one of the basic questicns of this revolution being
the struggle for unrestricted democratic rights for the oppressed
let alone that, even after an agrecment has been reached on this
question in the NDR-Progranme, the leadership of Proletarian League
are exhibiting a great class-shift by maintaining that it is impos=-
sible to have "unrestricted democracy". MLERED (Marxist-Leninist
Revolutionary Organization) is tending to maintain that it was
deluded by ME'ISONF when it accepted the term "immidiate" embodied
in the slogan of M.-organizations " immidiate release of unrestricted #
democratic...." It has chosen to sow confusion in the immidiate
question of the revolution by adopting instead the phrase democratic
rights by "our struggle", which is high sounding in its "scientific"
cantent, , but 4n its intention a hallow and very sterotyped soph=zci.. -
stry geared towards confusing the masses, Unless ofcourse, MALERED
is expepting the broad masses to struggle against the tree, the
breocad masses have not learned only today that they have to struggle
for their democratic rights, But this, to use the recent language

of MALERED, "phase" and additional "leap" reveals clearly how nuch
it has shifted on this burning question of thgrevolution. ! oreover,
thouzh we are not intendin,, to deal with it in detail here, the
recent rush to establish a working-class party siwilar to that of
Said Barre reflecting the unity of the petty-bourgeois and the
bureaucracy_  while holding back the release of deiocratic rights,
the various tendencies towards reconciliation with feudalists, fasc-
istic military officiers and American imperialism which is being
carried under the pretext of the war,..etc., are clearly basic
hinderances for the unity of progressives.

.v

The second hinder for materializing the unity of progerssives is
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that, opportunists and tail-enders atiempt to Lelittle the import-
ance of burning tactical questions as if an asreement on the basic
questions alone can advance the revolution, Further,these opportun-
ists and tail-enders become subject for feudal intrigues and gossips
rather than having open and democratic discussions .on the differences
in this tactical questions,

Speaking about the role of tactics in the period of a revolutionary
strug-le Lenin wrote " Materialism is lifeless without tactics",
Since the wide prevalence.6f this problem is a living reality in our
country, we believe it is clear that the revolution lacks a vanguard
leadership. Of course, we can understand that, due to the abscence
of democratic rights dnd the difficulties of free flow of ideas, !
organizations have problems to present their tactics before the broad
masses in good time for the quickly changing conditions, However,

in the abscence of democracy, the reason why progressive organizat-
ions work in"clandstine" is to be able to agitate in underground
papers in matters which are legally forbidden, and to agitate openly
with empunity on questions that fall within the legal framework.In
this manner organizations should be able to take clear stands on all
questions concerning the revolution, However, unless we try to cheat
ourselves, Ethiopian ML-organizations have shown great weakness to
work in this manner. and we believe that this wecakness has created

a big obstacle for progressive organizations to know each other and
co-ordinate their struggle in common,

When we raise the weaknesses and maintain that, refrain from taking
stands in underground organs have irpeded the unity of progressives,
obvicusly there is scant execuse to escape through sheer smartndss
as the leadership of the Proletariat League is trying to do. The
leadership of the Proletariat League who are versed in smartness
distribute every time in "underground" leaflets that assures . the
existance of their organization.” For the last thpee years while
Ethiopia is in a revolutionary storm, and while revolutionaries are
confronted every hour with.immidiate tactical questions, the Prole-
tariat League, leaving aside the most vital and burning questions,
has been for months narrating consiquitively for the Ethiopian people
in its "underground" publications about the "crimes" of “Trotsky . a
Russian counter-revolutionary who have died forty years ago, After
this story was finshed, the Proletarian League takes up in its fol-
llowing consiquitive numbers of its underground publications an
elaborated explanation about the birth and growth of colonialism and
neo-colonialism to cristalize the phenomena so that the Ethiopian
people and revolutionaries should have a clear idea about it, As a
matter of fact there is mo harm in the articles, they could even be
useful, However, that is not the point, First of all the question
is,if the articles are useful, why are they not published in Addis
Zemen? ( Official new=paper in Amharic where subject such as thaése
are not subjected to censorship) Secondly, had the leadexrship of
the Proletariat League realized, what they are objectively doing

is the same as answering that one is in the twentyth centuary for

a question asked to know what time it is now.

Such attempts to avoid er escape from immidiate issues and burning
questions that are on the order of the day is by itself a hinder

for the unity of progressives, And in a situation vhich is charac~
terized by the abscence of either openly showing ones stand or
openly criticizing the stand of others, there arises the problem of
putting on a par the stand of an organization with statements of
individuals that are suspected to be members of that organization

or simply from feudal rumers, This can create a bad atmosphere that
can lead to mis-trust, misunderstanding and accusation of one another
that hinders the materialization of the unity of progressives,
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The third obstacle for the unity of progressives is the dread and
underestimation of the importonce of turning and strengthning ties
with the broad massesiwho are onc irportant force that can implement
the points where agreements have been reached upon, and the petty-
bourgeoisie tendency that attémpts at limiting the unity to few
elits and a simple paper-work, In particular, it is necessary to
understand, the reason behind the petty-bourgeoisie®s dread for
democracy emanates from the class nature of this section of the
society that makes it pendulate between revolution and counter-revo-
luton and makes it " at once both bourgeois and man of the people",
As we have mentioned time and again, the pectty-~bourgeois class is
always on the forefront to pick up slogans and echo with the masses,
and to swear over its adherence to the revolution at every phase,
However, just equally in that manner, it is also in the forefront
to hinder the broad masses from playing their historical role thro- -
ugh its anti-democratic stand, Today, the failoureof Ethiopian ML~
organizations to put slogans in action and play a vanguard role,
and their being subsiquently demanded by the broad masses - who
by far have gone further and raised " put slogans in action" =- merely
comes from the fact that sl-organizations have not yet broken with
the characters of the petty~bourgcois class once and for all,

w .
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In order to be able to struggle for a genuine unity of progressives
that should be put in action, based on the conditions mentioned above
ME'ISONE points out the following strugsle guide linesifor true ML-
organizations and other revolutionaries,

a/ Since the foundation of the unity of progressives can only be
strengthened when all the organizations reach the same stand on the
bhasic questions of the revolution and when they firmly stand and
strug;le for this common stands, at present it is imperative to
struggle in common and exposde mercilessly before the broad masses
all types of shifts on the basic questions mentioned earlier as well
as others,

b/ Since the unity of progressives can only be impelemented when
members of the organizations based on open tactical stands commonly
integrate and work among the oppressed masses, and since the desired
unity is not only the written agrecments of the leaders but also,

a unity that should be implemented in practice by combatants who

work among the masses, it is imperative to struggle in common against
tail-enders, , right-opportunists, those who flinch from
burning tactical questions, those elements of the petty-bourgeoisie
who dread and neglect the masses and.feudal rumors to get clarity. 4

¢/ ME'ISONE calls for a united struégle to stand firmly side by side
with the broad masses and defend unflinchingly our comrades against 5
the influence and attacks from reactionary forces,

2. "Down with the, bureaucracy!"

" Down with the bureaucracy " is the most popular of all slogans
that are echoed everywhere by the broad masses of contemnporary
Ethiopia, Be it in the mass-media, at seminars or demonstrations,
there is no Kebele candidate, trade union leader, peasant represen=
tative who does not echo this revolutionary slogan, Seen from the
objective conditions thaffare taking shape in the present day Ethio-
pia, the popularity of this demand among the people should not give
us surprise, The broad masses did not take this anti-bureaucratic
stand either from theory or from agitation of some progressive forces,
On _the contrary, today, the ever intemsified struggle hetieen fHd
broad ‘masscs of Ethiopia ‘and the bureaucrady is “the py¥éduct of the
antagonistic coatradiction that exisfs between the twa irrecosdcifably
opposed power stfuclures of the’ rotterf hureaucracy of ile old order
of. yesterday which 1s dying, and the new peoples? power which is
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emerging.This antagonstic contradiction between these two mutually
exclusive forces can not be solved without one crushings the other,
This is the basic truth, Lenin chracterizing the dialectical relat-
ionship between the old bureaucracy and the new peoples power has
once said that, the new order does not drop from the sky, it is
born in the bowels of the old order and grows side by side in the
struggle and contradiction against the old order.

Todaw, one of the reasons why the anti-bureaucratic struggle has
cathered momentum all over the country is due to the fact that the
25,000 peasant associations, 2000 urban dwellers associations and
thousands of workers and kebele revolutionary defense committees,
in general, millioms of oppressed Ethiopians that are represented
in these mass organizations are increasingly finding the bureauc-
racy an obstacle in their endeavour for self-adminstration and to
pat their destiny in their own hands, And there by they have under=-

d that the reactionary bureaucracy has to be crushed in order
aa . cle foreward, Today, when the broad masses

tru
ﬁiyaevggﬁﬁ :?:irtie bgreaucracy" they are ngt ase:ggzndeT:nginEefgﬁ
for the transfer of the power of the centra %ozeactionary L R
Tands,.In fact, the demand for the overthrow of r
and military bureaucrats that are ploting to subvert the revolution
is.’an indespensible part of the anti-bureaucratic struggle. However,
when we look at the demand in a wider perspective, by " down with
the bureaucracy" “the Ethiopian oppressed masses simply mean, that
the reactionary bureauuracy, which has been established by the former
system for the sole purpose of oppression and exploitation and to
protect the interests of feudalism and imperialism, should not con-
tinue to supress the adminstmative and struggle organs of the' broad
masses, Their demand is not to put the adminstrative powers of the
centeral government in their own hands, but rather to control the
lower organizational and adminstrative powers in which duality of
pdver exists between the rotten bureaucracy of the old system and
and the new mass organizations. Wherever such conditions exist, the
masses demand a decisive supermasy of the peoples' organizations
over the old bureaucracy. It is a demand forwarded by the people
to put an end to the attempts of the bureaucracy to sterilize mass
organizations, and the release of unrestricted democratic rights of
the oppressed masses, Which ever way we look at it, the anti-bureau-
cratic struggle is a democratic question which aims to put the destiny
of the masses in their own hands,

Today, the strugsle that is persued starting from the reactionary
bureaucracy itself to reactionary elements within the DERG and right
opportunist intellectuals is geared towards blacking-out this basic
truth, There is an attempt to present the demand for democracy as a
demand raised only by ME'ISONE and a handful intellectuals, inorder
to hide the fact that this demand is raised and forwarded by the
nillions of the broad masses in their struggle to cmush the bureauc-
racy of the old oppressive and exploitive system. It must be clearly
understood that unless democracy is seen and understood in this
ranner as a weapon of struggle, then there is every chance as we can
see today in our country, every reactionary can present himself as

an anti-bureaucrat and friend of the masses, Due to this, and in
particular due to the confusion spread by right-opportunists who
claim that "there exists substential democracy today", " DERG can not
give more democratic rights than what it has already given now",

"we should not say unrestricted democratic rights for hhe oppressed
but rather democracy for the oppressed", "democracy for the oppresased
by our struggle", etc,, and as a result of the separation of the anti-

, bureaucratic struggle from democratic question, at present we have

reached ‘such a stage where at every public and in seminars the bureau-
cracy itself which is supposed to be crushed has began mocking by

echoing the slogan "down with. bureaucracy",



~T0=

But it is not enough to know only the fact that, those who pretend

to be anti-bureaucrats in public and oppose democracy are only anti-
bireaucrats in words but in practice agents of the bureaucracy. We
believe that it is exceptionally important for the commine struggle
to know how this state of affairs come about, It is neces;ary té

show that in our country today we are witnessing a process of class-
shift in the struggle to strangulate the strugisle of the Ethiopian
oppressed masses. In contemporary Ethiopia, we have entered a new
“istorical era, where the petty~bourgeoisie which has been leading
the revolution with successive victories is now shaking in the face
of the revolution and exhibiting more than any time before vaciliation
in its leadership role. As a result of this we cre fpoing through a
pertod where the pendulating petly-bourgeoisie class in collaboration
with the reactionary bureaucracy, is attempting to build allience
with anti-people forces, The people of Ethiopia, revolutionary forces,
as well as progressive elements within the DERG must clearly unders-
tand this basic truth. We believe it is imperatively necessary to
understand for our coming struggle, the process of formation of a new
class alignment which is taking shape in present day Ethiopia, Thia
objective fermentation in the new constallation of forces and the £
formation of a new class allience between reactionary elements in the
DERG and psudo=-progressives and opportunists - historical garbages,
who are anti-bureaucrats in words but in reality agents of the bure-
aucracy - who have sold out the Ethiopian revolution for petty self
interests Nave to be widely known and understood,

Departing from this analysis, ME'ISONE calls upon all truc fil~organ-
izations and other vehement revolutionaries, who stand firm for the
pride, independence and unity of the Ethiopian oppressed masses, to
jointly form allience on the basis of the followinz points for the
purpose of intensifying our struggle against the bureaucracy,

a/ Bearing in mind that""down with the bureaucracyT means, let mass
organizations flourish, release free revolutionary actions of the
masses and democracy, we call for a common struggle for the supermacy
of mass organizations over the rotten bureaucracy of the old oppre=
ssive and exploitive order at every level when and where dual powver
between the two exist,

b/ It is clear at the outset that the growing strength of the burea-
ucracy is directly correlated with the diminishing of democracy.
Therefore, one of our primary duities should be to reveal and expose
the traitorous political stand of those who in words appear to be
anti-bureaucrats but in deeds oppose the release of the unrestricted
democratic rights of the oppressed masses,

¢/ As we have mentioned earlier, today the anti-bureaucratic struggle
is waged to crush the allience which is taking shape with the help

of the bureaucracy between the vacilating petty-bourgeoisie and all
anti-people forces. We are aware that this struggle is a long-run
prespective and is going to be .long and difficult, However, in the
short-run, our struggle should have the nature of exposing before the
masses the anti-people acts of the leading reactionary elements ih
the DERG and the bureaucracy who are the ring-leaders of this unholy
allience. And to struggle for the replacement of reactionary bureau-
crats by patriotic civil and military officers.

d/To expose and unvail before the public the atrocities and attacks
waged by the reactionary elements in the DERG and ring-leaders of
the bureaucracy azainst Kebele candidates, leaders of peasant and
worker organizations, revolutionr defence commitees, progressive sol-
diers and other revolutionary forces in the struggle against the
bureaucracy., ME'ISONE makes a revolutionary appeal for a united
struggle to agitate the masses to stand against this anti-people
attacks,
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3. ."Revolutionary mother land or death!"

Despite the clarity and plainess of this slogan: there is hardly no
slogan at present which is so bilittled and trampled as this one,

The slogan "revolutionary mother land or death" simply means that

the enemies of our revolutionary mother land are the enemies of our
revolution, and inorder to save our revolutionary mother land we have
to crush the enemies of our revolution, Since our internal and exter-
nal enemies work hand in gloves in their struggle against our revol=-
ution, any attempt to seek peace or reconcilation with internal rea-
ctionaries or an attempt at muffling the class struggle is to invite
counter-revolution, It means that inorder to stand against and crush
our external enemies it is necessary té intensify the internal class'
struggle and to crush internal reactiorary forces, In short "revolu-
tionary mother land or death" means that we have to march forward
along a concious, organized and armed struggle without showing any
vaciliation because of external invation.

ME'ISONE and other genuine revolutionaries, following this line have
repeatedly echoed such slogans as " intensify the revolution to stand
against external invation", " don't let the bureaucracy lead the
campaign rather lead the campaign against the bureaucracy", "we don'g
want reconcilation with internal reaction", "watch sut the piots of
internal reaction", "revolutionary leadership for the peoples' militia
"everything for the war front and the revolution, Having realized

at the outset the disasterous consequences that could follow from the
failure to adapt a correct and intirely consistant political line,
ME'ISONE had presented concrite suggestions to the Provi-
sional Military Governmentﬁfh%ough its members that were engaged in
legal work, However, due to the increased influence of reactionaries
and the spread of the "policy of reconcilation" the suggestions of
revolutionaries forwarded to PMAC lost considerations, :

What so ever, in an attempt to brush aside this slogan, the anti-peo-
ple forces starting from the reactionary bureaucracy upto right-opp=-
ortunists have managed at present to bring our revolution.at the brink
of counter-revolution by separating the struggle for the Ethiopian
revolution from the struggle to defend the integrety of revolutionary
mother land. By misinterprating the slogan "everything to the war
front®-a slogan which has been revolutionarly implemented by Lenin =~
the reactionary bureaucrats and right-opportunists have changed it
into a new theory which says " leave aside the revolution for the time
being and fight against the foreign aggression, Let every body concen-
trate for the time on this war, then after this is over, K we shall

take up our revolutionary activities from*where we have stoped".
Therefore while we are in this state of war,to demand for democitatié
rights inorder to advance the revolution, to wag® an anti-bureaucrsi
tic strugzle and to agitate for the intensification of the internal
class struggle lost their grounds,

As a result of this theory, staunch reactionaries were rchabilitated
and given key positions in the bureaucracy. Notorious officers that
have been dismissed on the grounds of various counter=revolutionary
plots with the CIA have been able to take comanding fositions at the
war front. If opportunists have not grasped that this epidode goes
at varience with the slogan of the broad masses, "revolutionary mot-
her land or death", even if we have been able to throw out Somali
invaders from Ethiopian soil, unless the Ethiopian broad masses
prostrate for the counter-revolutionary forces that have strengthened
their position under this condition, the prospects of the present
situation are liable to lead into a grim civil war ever exprienced
before, If opportunists havn'tyioticed this truth, then infact they
must have been blind. If, hovever, seeing and knowing these facts,
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they mean to be reserved from showins and prepairing the broad masses
for the dangerous counter-revolution and the bitter strugrle ahead,
hen we say, there is nothing more shaking bLefore the reaction, more
opporti'nism, more being a historical garbage than this,

It is against this background that ! E'ISONE calls upon true MlL-srga-
nizations and other revolutionaries, to establish a unity not of wo-
rds but of struggle, under the slogan "revolutiorary mother land or
death" and proposes the following guide lines of struggle,

a/ Since the slogan "revolutionary mother land or death" is a popular
slogan which the broad masses raise all over the country and struggle
for its correct implementation, and since the deviation from this
question is day by day creatinz; a very dangerous situation for our
revolution, we should stxuzsle in common to expose resolutely those
forces that are betraying and shifting from this decisive slogan every
day, and be on the fore front with the masses to fight against them,

b/To gurantee the teritorial integrity of our revolutionary mother
land, and to come out victorious from the counter-revolutionary civil
war which the reacticnary forces are prepairing for, the broad masses
while defénding the country from foreign invation, must simultaniously
struggle to raise their level of conciousness, organization and arms.
Therefore, we have to stand united more than any tire before, for

a concious, organized and armed peoples? strugsle and thereby expose
the opportunist”theories" which under the pretext of the war are str-
angling the anti-bureaucratic strugzle, and the strugsles to intensi-
fy the class strugzle and democratic rights,

¢/ To replace the slogan " all to the war front" which is becoming
widely misinterprated, by a clear slogan " all to the war front and
the revolution®, and jointly struggle under this slogan for strength-
ning the battle front as well as bulding strong and reliable deffence
within the intermediate provinces for the revolution and the battle
front, and carry out a co-ordinated struggle in common with the broad
masses the fodlowing points should be fulifiled. ‘

1. Inorder to strengthen the battle front and give revolutionary lea-
dership for the regular: army and the peoples® militia who are secri-
ficing their lives in the struggle .against invaders, reactionary
wilitary bureaucrats have to be replaced by progressive officiers.
Political cadres from the provinces as well as from our organizations
have to go out in the battle fronts and integrate with the regular
soldiers and militia inorder to raise the political conchousness of
of the regular army and the peoples' militia., Instead of recruiting
additional forces for the peoples' militia from far away provinces

wve have to agitate for the recruitment of peasant militia from the
provinces of the battle fronts,

2,We have to co-ordinate in common the struggle to make the centeral
regions of the country a reliable defense for the battle front, to
struggle against the decrease in production that might take place
because of the labour force engaged in the battle, to protect the
families of those engaged in the battle from falling into economical
problems, to agitate those who are not engaged in the battle to rep-
lace the labour force of those that are enzagod, to agitate for the
establishment of " battle front agricultural fields" that snre farmmed
in co-operatives inorder to strengthen the defense capacity of the
country, to give all the necessary material and moral support for
the families of soldiers, peasants, workers and other revolutionaries
who have lost their lives in the battle,

3. Inorder to be able to make the centeral regions a reliable defense

centers for the battle front, we have to stand united in the forefront
and agitate the masses for the intensification of the free revolutio-~

nary actions to crush paid assassins, We have to advance more than



O

(\

(ﬁ

=19=

any time before the struggle to politicize organize and arm the mass—
es inorder to give no chance for the counter-revolution. With this

in mind ME'ISONE calls upon all true ‘Mi-organizations and other rev-

olutionaries to struggle inccommon and resolutely: expose the reacti-

onary petty-bourgeoisie and the right-opportunists who under the pre-
text of the war oppose the release of democratic rights of the oppre-
ssed masses and who stand against changing the centeral regions into
reliable defense centers for the war front, And to agitate in unity

the broad masses to struggle these anti-people forces,

4. "Unrestricted democratic richts for the oppressed now:"

We have mentioned earlier that, it should not be surprising to see i
if opportunists and recactionaries echo the same slogans as the broad
masses and genuine revolutionaries at the Reveolution: Square. We have
also mentioned the resons why we should not be surprised to see if
there arises opposition after "agreements have been reached" on the
question of deiocratic rights which is one of the major questions
from the point of view of the National Democratic Revolution, What

so ever, in the present day Ethiopia of 1978, the question that diff-
erentiates the genuine revolutionary from the psudo progressive, the
Farxist from the petty-bourgeois socialist, the democrat and patriot
who puts his beloved country before himself from the selfish opportu=
nist, in general the progressive from the reactionary is the question
of democratic rights, Infact, until some ¥¥-organizations by making
unprecedented class shift on this basic qilestion of the people and
the revolution took it out by majority vote from the action programme
of ML-organizations of July 1977, starting from the National Democra-
tic Revolution Programme (NDR-P) there was a complete agreement on
the immidiate and burning nature of this question and its decisive
role for our revolution,

Today, it is cristal clear that, the slogans which the Ethiopian bro-
ad masses are echoing can only be implemented, without giving any
chance for subverssive plots of reactionaries, when democratic rights
are recognized, Slogans such as "put unity of progressives in action"
"establish working class party immidiately", "down with the bureaucr-
acy","let us take our revolution foom defensive to offensive", "free
revolitiorary actions to stand a: ainst paid assassins", etc.,, are
directly or inddrictly linked with the question of Wemocracy, The
slogans taken in their revolutionary context cannot be fully and pra-
ctically impelemented without democracy and outside the participation
of the broad masses, We need not be surprised, therefore, if we are
faced with a difficult struggle on this question of if this question
is opposed under various pretext by reactionaries and opportunists,

At present, ME'ISONE has two objectives when it is struggling side

by side with the broad masses for derocratic rights, First, as we
have mentioned earlier, they are rights that would enable the trans-
fer of power to the broad masses both in towns and in the countryside
where there exists duality of power between the power organs -of the
broad masses and the rotten bureaucracy, and where these two organs
stand irreconcilably opposed to each other, Looking at the matter
from this angle, we have shown earlier that this democratic question
is not only a question of few intellectuals but rather a question
that is echoed by the Ethiopian oppressed masses through the thousands
of mass organizations,

The second reason why ME'ISONE and other genuine revolutionaries toge-
ther with the broad masses echo the slogan "unrestricted democratic
rights for the oppressed now", is to advancd the revolution foreward
at an accelerated pace along a concious organized and armed peoples”
struggle, Today, no matter how opportunist one may be one cannot dare
to deny the need for democratic rights inorder to politicize, organize
and arm the broad masses, However, the attempt to brush aside this
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question revolves arround Lhe question "now", On the other hand, ino-
rder to defend the revolution and the revolutionary mother land from
the internal and external enemices that are incircling and undermining
the revolution everywhere , when " today our struggle is also against
timej it will not be very hard to understand the imperative necessity
of immidiately politicizing, immidiately organizing and immidiately
arming the broad masses for the very existance of the revolution,

¥While this remains the objective reality, while we are in a precipi-
tous and urgent moment, by opposing the release of democratic rights
to hinder,the urgent tasks of politicizing the people, the establish-
ment of a working class party.and other democratic parties, to impede
the strengthning of the peoples' democratic organizations, the urgent
tasks of eatablishing a peoples' revolutionary front, to try to leave
the destny of the country and the revolution still on the shoulders
of few people, is nothing else than opening the door for counter-rev-
olution and to stand responsible for this act before history, parti-
cularly, a government which claims in its programme to give all the
necessary assistance for the above mentioned friends of the broad
masses to organize at every level, it is not only historicaly
stranzge to strangle, hinder and force progressive political organiz-
ations, women, youth,..mass organizations to work in clandstine, but
aleo with this very act it has clearly given ineffable. cliance and
loophole for counter-revolutionary forces to create confusion and
infiltrate ‘'the revolution camp.,

Based on this reality, we make out revolutionary appeal to all ML-or-
ganizations and other revolutionaries who wish to strengthen theo
unity of progressives not in words but in struggle, to advance the
struggle for democracy along the following guide lines.

a/It shall be recalled, that in view of implementing the slogan
"unrestricted democratic rights for the oppressed", a decree¢ was draf-
ted by the Political Office for Mass Organizational Affair$ a'year

and half ago. Due to DERG'S vaciliation and unwillingness to declare
this decree, it is now moulding in the files, Therefore, we have to
struggle in common and agitate the broad masses and revolutionaries

to fight for the release of this decree,

b/Simultaniously with the fight for the declaration of this decrece,
to intensify the struggles, for flourishing of mass organizations,
for crushing the reactionary bureabcracy, for the release of cadres
of peasant organizations, workers' organizations, kebeles and POMOA,
that are languishing in prisons in the various provinces due to. the
anti-democratic activities of the bureaucracy, to bring before court
bureaucrats that are responsible for the lives of innocent Ethiopians
that have been brutally murdered,

¢/ In towns also, with the intensification of the struggle for the
release of the decree, simultanuously to agitate the masses to stru-
gegle for the intensification of free revolutionary actions of Kebele,
workers' organizations and revolution defense committees. To bring
before public judgement reactionary bureaucrats that are respomsible
for the lives of our revolutionary comrades, to agitate the broad
masses to struggle for the unconditional release of revolution defe-
nse comhittees and other revolutionaries that have been arrested bec-
ause of the machinations of the reactionary bureaucracy. To agitate
the broad masses to struggle against the reactionary bureaucracy
which is collaborating in the white terror by setting free paid-assa-
ssins that have been arrested and put under control after a bitter
strugesle. And to strugsle against any attempts to release reactionar-
ies without the concent of mass organizations with whosc help these
reactionaries have been cought,

d/ It is an open secret that we sec before our own eyes that the
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familics of workers, kebcle candidates, soldiers, revolution defense
committes and other revolutionaries who have died . .in the..sorvice of
the revolution as well as those who are linguishing in prisons becau-
se of bureaucratic machinations are exposed to starvation, Therefore,
we have to co-ordinate in common all the necessary moral and material
support for these families,

e/ ME'ISONE makes its revolutionary call to all true ML-organizations
and other revolutionaries,to give our revolutionary force ‘'reliable
and correct line, to assist and struggle in common for the establish-
ment of the working class party, and other democratic parties and
organizations. To agitate women, students,youth everywhere to estab-
lish democratic mass organizations and to struggle in common against ,
any sort of influence or hinder from the bureaucracy that would arise
under this conditions. To struggle side by side with women, youth,
teachers, democrats, patriots .setc,,vho are fighting for the recog-
nition.of their rights to organize, To unmask unhasitatingly and wage
a common struggle against the attempts to strangle or to bring these
organizations under the control of the anti-people allience of the
petty-bourgeoisie and the reactionary bureaucracy,

Y -~ Conclusion

Just like the broad masses and genuine revolutionaries ME'ISONE is
tired of only echoing slogans. Just like the broad masses it demands
the practical implementation of slogans, It demands for a genuine
unity not of words bui of struggle, a unify not only of few: vVvans of
‘the ofguanizations but also of all their combatant members, It demands
for a united struggle for slogans that are raised not from the air
but rather from the daily struggle of the Ethiopian broad masses,
ME'ISONE struggles on the forefront for this kind of unity., Since a
genuine unity is established for struggle and emerges from struggle,
inorder to establish such kind of unity ME'ISONE points out guide
lines on questions that we can wage common struggle by moderating

our differences, It has a strong belief that a genuine unity, comrade-
ship, and closeness emerges when we mix with the masses and know
each other in the strug le, It has openly presented for !L-organiza-
tions, other Ethiopian progressives and the Ethiopian broad masses
guide lines which it believes would advance this cause, When we make
this kind of open call some people night be surprised. However,
ME'ISONE only believes in the broad masses. Unless the broad masses
participate in the struggle, and unless we struggle on their side
for their rights that would enable them to take full participation,
agreements that are reached only between vans of organizations are
liable to fail, For this the failoure of our action programme of last
July stands as an outstanding example, It was based on this belief,
and to integrate with the struggling masses that ME'ISONE was forced
to change its tactics of struggle.

Inorder to take a decisive stand as that of ME'ISONE, one has to be
ready for the practical impelementation of the revolutionary slogans
of the broad masses and be determined and prepaired to struggle for
these slogans to the end, In addition to this, one has to take an
independent revolutionary critical support stand on the Provisional
Military Adminstrative €auncil, free from any sort of right-opportu-
nism or psudo-left opportunism, An organization which does not fulf-
il these two points is a tailist organization which lages in the
wake of even#is from the peoples’ struggle, aspirations and slogans,
It is an organization which toddles right and left following the
footsteps of PMAC, In the final analysis, wheather it likes it or
not this kind of organization is doomed to end up as a historical
garbage,

4
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Unrestricted democratic rights for the oppressod now!
Irmidiate release for the imprisoned friedds of the masses)
Let us co-ordinate aid and support for our imprisoned allies!

A concious, organized and armed struggle of the people
shall triumph!



