
-r-

ME'ISONE, the All Ethiopia Socialist movement,

was founded j-n august 1968 from among the advanced

elements of the Ethiopian Studentsr li,lovement, which
then was the most radical national opposition to
the feudal tyranny of Emperor Haile Selassie.

As ltrs name clearly indicates, itrs mermbers

both at the leadership and ranl< and file levels are
drawn from all the nationalities of Ethiopia, ftrs
immediate objectlves are the destructi-on of feudal
oppression and imperialist domination and the
establishement of a democratic and independant
Ethiopia.

In the dark days of the feudal tyranny, [,tE|IS0NE

struggled secretly and clandestinely for six years.
The revolutionary movement of february Ig?4 being
a spontaneous upsurge, and as such, havlng no clear
leadership, ME'ISONE took it upon itself to give
directj-on to the popular movement. Together vrith
other democratic forces it struggled to assume itrs
vanguard role, specially by publishing itts under-
ground organ t' The Voice of the hiasses.,' After very
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intensive popular pressure brought about the deposi-
tion of the Emperor and the PlvlAC was created in sept-
ember 1974, METIS0NE adopted a posS-tion of I critical
support " vis-à-vis the new governement. It intensj.-

fied itrs struggle to implement itrs programme: land

to the tiIler, Democratic rights, Equality of all
natlonaliti-es, National independance etc...,

In I9?5, it played a very important role jointly
with progressiv elements within the PIIAC; and thrrough

the mobilisation of the popular masses, it made it
possible the proclamation of the great revolutlonary
decrees that transformed the economic basis of the

feudal order.

The following year, the growing unity and stren-
gth of armed counter-revolution made it urgently

necessary for the progressive forces to set up their
own unity and to accelerate their efforts to moblize

organize and arm the people. To face this challange

iilt rI§jONE called upon all democratic and patriotic
forces to unite under the banner of a revoluti-onary

programme. To this effectr the National Democratic

Revolution Programme was prepared together with the

progressives within the Derg. In april 19?6 it



became the common platform for all Ethiopj-ars

progressive and patriotic forces as well as a comp-

rehensive guiding document of the revolution.

This cornprehensive document which j-s close to
the political programme of lüErIS0I'JE itself , proclai-
med the recognition of democratic liberties including
the right to organize in different political parties
as a matter of urgent necessity to the Ethiopian
revolution. It dj-scarded the militaryrs chauvinistic
policies followed in I9?4 and 1975, and proclaimed

the principle of the right to self-determination
for all nationaliti-es as the basis for the democratic

unity of the peoples of Ethiopia. The countryrs
foreign policy r,vas to be based on the constant safe-
guard of the motherlandrs independance, on anti-
imperi-aIist solidarity and consistant non-aliqnement.

The military governement accepting these and

other provi-sions, IJIETIS0NE agreed to form an allia-
nce wj-th the Derg. At the same time, it made i-t c

clear both to the governement and to the Ethiopian
people that the alliance would hold as Iong, and

only as long as the government wouLd respect these
provisions. Even if the alliance did not put an
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Bnd to our undergrCIund activities, many METISONE

members beceme ministers, governement advisors,
regional adminitrators and other high governement

officials, Another 850 members staffed the nemly

created Provlsional 0ffice for Mass Organizational
Affairs and the YEKATIT 66 ( FeUruary ?4 ) political
school. Thj-s tactical alliance with the military
governement which enabled our organi-zation to operate
semi-legaIly and to play a [<ey ro[Le in all the affalrs
of the revoluti.on lasted for about IB months.

At the end of this period the organi-zation had

to go back to fuIl clandestinity since the mj-litary
government betrayed the commitments it had formerly
taken when the alliance was formed. In april I97? |

it started a policy of alliance wj-th the feudo-
bourgois bureaucracy which represented a mortal
danger to the democratic organisations all over the
country. The anti-democratic alliance refused to
enact the democratic rights bill prepared by ME TISONE

as stipulated in the 1976 programme. Instead of
respecting the rights of nationalities to self-
determination, our country became the scene of a

most vicious chavinistic repression. The Derg sold

out the honour and sovereignty of the motherland
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to the Soviet Union and itrs allies.

ïn this context of treason, MEtftiONE was faced

with a clear choice. Either we accepted this betrayal
and went along wlth the military government, or we

accepted the challange and continued our struggle
for democracy and the resteuration of our countryrs
national j-ndependance, Given Ethiopiats conditions,
where no legal opposition is tolerated, the later
choice meant that our members would have to leave
their official functions and go back to fuII clande-
stinity. \rÏe made this honorable choice. 0n the 20th.
of august T9?? al1- our mlnisters, high government

offici-als and P0ful0A cadres were ordered to resigne
and to go underground.

ïn spite of the overvuhelming support given to
this courageous decisj-on, and because the anti-
democratic forces urere afreid of the implications
of this vast popular support, the following months

marked the beginning of the most ruthless repression
in the history of our country. No organisation in
Ethiopia had ever been subjected to anything near
the terror unleashed against our organisation.
During j-trs alliance with the mllitary government
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and specially between september Ig76 and august I9??

hundreds of itrs members and sympathlzers had been

assassi-nated in the streets of Addis Abeba and in
the provinces by forced opposed to the revolution.
t'ühen the Derg started itrs betrayal and METIS0NE

refused to go along, it was again subjected to a

most brutal repression. From august, 1917 to the end

of f97B hundreds of our members were assassi-nated

by 3' unknown " elements and summarily executed by

the henchmen of the régirne. l,iore than 20.000 members

atnd sympathizers were thrown into the over-crowded

prlsons of Ethiopia both in the capital and in all
the reglons.

Inspite of this repression, ME rI50NE has

conti-nued the struggle. Drawi-ng the appropriate
lessons from past experiance and errors, it has

reorganized its forces so as to be able to fu1fill
i-ts responsibilities under the new conditions. The

blood of our hundreds of martyrs, the suffertngs of
thousands of our members and sympathizers still
languishing in the Dergrs prisons, the courage and

steadfastness of those who continue the struggle
under these hard condj-tions, have won to our clrga-

nization:.the sympathy of the progressive and patriotic
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elements of the Ethiopian society. In addition'
the break up of the terrorist organisation EPHP

and the total bankruptcy of the other organisations
which.continued their alliance with the regime after
I9?7 put, great responsibilities on hlErIS0NE which

is now the oldest multi-nationality progressive

organization on the countryrs poli-tica} scene.

#

The general bachground to the present situation
as it has developed since mld-I977, is the temporary

defeat of the national democratic revolution and

the rising tide of resistance by the people determ-

ined to defend their hard won victories and to march

foruard on the path of the struggle for an indepen-

dant and democratic Ethj-opia.

The countryts peasants oppose the dismanteling

of the democratic mass organizations and the reinst-
atemnt of the anti democrati-c and chauvinistic
bureaucracy, They stand against forced enrolment in
the Dergrs " peoplesr militias 'j forced collectivi-
sation, and the endless contributions to the réginres

war efforts. This has led them to step up their
resistance, armed or othervui-se, in almost all the

reg5-ons of the country. For Ethiopiats oppressed
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nationalities, which constitute the vast majority
of the population, the situation is further aggrave-
ted by blind chavinictic repression. Broad based

resistance movements in TIGHAY, the 0R0[40 regions,
0GADEN, SIDAlrl0 and BALE have taken up arms to
struggle for thelr right to self determination. The

régimers scortched earth policies aimed at crushing
this legitimate struggle are now ruining the country.
Today's Ethiopia is at grips wlth one of the most

deadly famines in itrs history. More than 2,000.000
people have been forced to leave their homes and

seel< asylum in the neighbouring countries and else-
where.

In the urban centers the worklng class and

other lour j-ncome groups have fallen victj-me to a

deep economic crisis. tiising prices and wage freezes
that have been enforced since early l9?9; mass }ay
offs and the general breakclown of the national eco-
nomy, have all- contributed to create the unbearable
conditions of life that have become the lot of the
urban populatlon. Although the intensi-ty of the
struggle is no where the one in the rural areas,
the above groups and other sectors of urban dwellers,
merchants, intellectuals, students, government
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employees etc..are recovering from the shock of
the so-ca11ed red terror campaigne of early 1978.

Angered by anti democratic rule and the sale out
of the motherlandrs independance, they are stepping
up their struggle agai-nst the milltary dj-ctatorship.

tl,lithin the armed forces, democratj-c and patrio-
tj".: elements who have been subjected upto now to
a fascistic campaign of repression are carefully
organlzing to do away with the presence of foreign
forces on Ethiopian soil.

It is the strong bellef of [lE TIS0NE that the

military dictatorship is not capable of solving
any of the major problems facing our country. The

resultlng crisis would mean the developpment of the

determined struggle of the people. We can therefore
say that the comming months will witness growing

and ever sharper contradictions between the regime

and the people. We can also predict that these
difficulties wj-I1 provoke, within the ranks of the
dictatorship, vicious internal strj-fs that would

ultimately weaken the anti democratic camp as a
whole.

Given these challanging perspectives, METIS0NE
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feels that it would have a unique vanguard role
that would alIow it to influence the development of
events in the country. In order to better assume

these historical responsibilities, the organization
is now working to strengthen its clandestin appara-

tus that has sucessfully survived the most barbaric
repression ever known in our country. At the sarue

time ME TIS0NE is working towards the creation of
a united democratic front composed of all the progre-
ssive and patriotic forces in the country. In this
respect, the enthusiastic response from progressive

sectors of the Ethiopian society to the unity call
that we made in june 1979 in No 69 of our official
organ " The Voice of the Masses " is very entroura§-

ing. lïe intend to continue on this path which is
the only guarantee for a lasting victory.

ïn the international field, l',lEIISONE works

wlth democratic and progressj-ve forces in order to
create a vast current of solidarity with the stru-
ggle in Ethiopia and to express support for the

world wide struggle for peace, democracy and social
justice. It has been drawing the attention of world
public opinion to the atrocities being committed

by the mllitary government. It has been untiringly
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exposing Soviet intervention in the internal affairs
of our country and the dengerous implications of
lts involvement in the region. These efforts have

helped to shatter the " progressj-ve rr i-mage that
the dictatorshi-p had been trying to project abroad.

They have also helped to unmask Soviet " Interna-
tionallsm " which has brought nothing but humj-Iiation

to the Ethiopian people and defeat to their demo-

cratic revoluti-on.
xxxx

The struggle of the Ethiopian people is part

and parcel of the world wide struggle for peacet

democracy and social justice. The j-nvitation for-
warded to [4E TISONE to attend the congress of the

'S0CIALT§iT INTEBNATI0NAL testifies to the fact that
wbrld progressive forces sympathize with the cause

of our people. By attending this congressr we are

expressing solidarlty with all forces that struggle

for the same noble objectivàs. In order to foster a

better understanding of our organization and the

perspectives of the situation in Ethiopia, we have

outtined below the stands of ME !I§0NE on some

major issues.

I. WE STI1UGGLE FOR FULL DEIilOCRATIC BIGHTS
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Ï. U'E STFIUGGLË FON FULL DEi,IOCFIATIC RIGHTS

One basic condition for the alliance with
the military government in 19?6-?? was the acceptance
by the later of the NDRP which recognized the necessi-
ty of democratic rights including freedom of speech,
press, demonstration, assembly, strikes, organization
etc.,.The bill prepared by [lE'ISONE but which was

never enacted by the government put a strong emphasis

on the right to organize freely and rejected the
idea of a single party system in the country.

The betrayal 1ed to serious confrontations
between the Derg and our organization and was one of
the fundamental causes for the break in Ig??, l/lith
the repression that fo1lowed, al1 the democratlc

mass or[lanizations were dissolved and the elected
leaders arrested, executed or dj-smissed. All existing
political groups were banned and the creation of any

party other than the Dergrs worl<ing class party
was prohibited by law.

ME TISCINE fights agai-nst the instauration of
a single party system in Ethiopia and the so calIed

" Commission to 0rganize the Party of the tlorki-ng
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Peoples of Ethiopia. " ( COpWE ) fne creation of this

commission is nothing but an attempt to consolidate

the anti-democratic and chavinistic rule and to further

strengthen the hold of the soviet union on our country.

tulE TISoNE therefore rejects this commission and fights
for the recognition of full democratic rights for
the Ethiopian people.

2, THE FTIGHT OF NATIONALITIES

' Ethiopia is a multi-national country. Here

again the NDRP, which the Derg still pretends to uphold

clearly states that, ,' The right to self determination

of all nationalities will be recognized and fully
respected.... and will be implemented in accordance

with democratlc procedures and principles. r'

ME |ISONE, which is an organisation composed of

members from all the nationalities in the country,

struggled for the respect of this right as the only

basis for the democratj-c and voluntary unity of the

peoples of Ethiopia. It sympathizes with all the

natj-onal libration movements flghting against chauvj-nj-sm

and for their right to self determination. We believe

houtever, that this question cannot be resolved in



-I4-

Lsolation from the general problem of democracy in
Ethiopia. 0n1y a united struggle can do away with
the chavinisti-e dlctatorship and create the conditions
for a new democratic life in a multi-natlonal state.

3. THE STRUGGLE OF THE EI]TTFE AN PEOPLES

The legitimate struggle of the Eritrean
peoples for self determination has been going on for
the last 2O years. It will no doubt continue as long
as the just aspi-rations of the people are not achieved.

The military dictatorship and it's foreign a1lies
have been trying to impose a military solution. In
the process they have committed untold atrocj-ties
agai-nst the peoples of Eritrea. 0n the other hand,

the Eritrean Liberaùion fronts have repeatedly called
for negociations with out pre condltions and have

expressed their readj-ness to solve the problem in a
just and democratlc manner.

ME TIS0NE consistantly opposes the pursuit of
military solutions in Eritrea and condemnes the
atrocities bei-ng committed there. It has on the other
hand expressed fu1l support for the Eritrean struggle
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and the call for negociations made by the fronts.

We strongly believe that the fate of the
Eritrean struggle is closely linked with that of
the Ethiopian revolution. 0n1y the united struggle
of Ethiopj-an and Eritrean progressives can do away

with the military dictatorship. Based on this belief,
l'/iE II§ONE has already taken some fruitful steps to-
wards the creation of a principled unity of struggle
with Eritrears progressive forces. It will continue
on this path until the problem finds a just and

democratic solutlon, which takes into account the

legitimate aspi-rations of the Eritrean peoples and

the interests of the revolutionary struggle in
Ethiopia. 

.

4. THE RESTAURATION OF NATIONAL INDEPENDANCE

Ethiopla has often been portrayed as a
country with a rj-ch and endurlng civilisation. Except

for a brief period of occupation by Moussolinits
troops in 1936-4I, it has maintained it's 5-ndependance

for centuaries. Even during the hay days of colonial
expansion, our country sucessfully repulsed every
attempt of forei-gn powers which tried to bring it
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under direct or indirect control and domination'

The present generation is proud of this worthy

heritage. The struggle that is bei-ng waged for

democracy and social justice is interwoven with the

questi-on of national liberation from any form of

foreign domination. It is ln view of this that both

in it's own programme and the NDRP, NIEII$ONE has

stood for a foreign policy based on the principles

of consistant non-alignement.

tioviet lntervention has meant not only unpre-

cedented repression against democratic and patriotic

forces, but also a nal<ed violation of our countryrs

honour and sovereignity. The Dergts denunciation of

the Peoples I l-lepublic of China, its stand on the

vietnam-Kampucha conflict, itts declared support

of the Soviet invasion of Afganistan" 'ttt but a

fevr examples that show that the present réglme has

seriously compromised our countryrs sovereignity'

In a country like Ethiopia where patrlotism

has always been a way of 1ife, the patriotic opposj--

tion is already gathering momentum' [{Ë TISONE stands

at the vanguard of this national struggle and is
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mobLLising the people to fight against Soviet
domination and for a free and independant Ethiopia.

5. A NATIONAL DEIJOCHATIC FRONT

At presént; IE TIS0IE is the only progressive
multi-nationality organization. But it is not the
on].y democratic movement in the country. Chavinist
repression has touched off a series of legitimate
nationaList uprisings in almost all the regions of
the country. All these movements which, taken together
would have forrned a democratic alternative to the
regime, have not yet united their forces. The survivat
of the dictatorshlp has upto now been rendered possi-
b1e by the continued disperssion of the democratic
opposition. That is why lüE TISONE has been consistantly
fighting for the creation of a National Democratic
É'ront which is the only sure way of liberation for
all the peoples of Ethiopla.
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